
The Kleberg County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has a new K-9 officer in their 
ranks who will help serve the com-
munity four paws at a time.

Lora is a one-year-old Belgian 
Malinois who has been trained and 
brought to Kleberg County to aid 
county law enforcement in iden-
tifying illegal substances while in 
the field.

Kleberg County Sheriff Richard 
Kirkpatrick said a few months ago 
the Department of Justice provided 
an opportunity with a micro-grant 
through the Office of Community 
Oriented Policing Services to ac-
quire a new K-9 for their force.

C.O.P.S. is the component of the 
U.S. Department of Justice respon-
sible for advancing the practice of 
community policing by the nation’s 
state, local, territorial and tribal law 

enforcement agencies through in-
formation and grant resources, ac-
cording to the DOJ website.

The $8,000 grant was awarded to 
the KCSO and was enough to cov-
er the cost of purchase for the K-9, 
Kirkpatrick said.

“We were very excited about be-
ing able to bring (the K-9) back here 
and provide that service for us for 
here in Kleberg County,” Kirkpat-
rick said. “There are so many things 
going on in our schools (and) out in 
our community that you know, we 
really desperately needed the K-9 
and so fortunately we’re happy to 
say she’s here.”

Kirkpatrick said Lora went 
through a rigorous training pro-
gram to learn how to identify the 
scents of marijuana, cocaine, heroin 
and methamphetamines.

K-9 deputy Gerardo Gonzalez 
spent the three-and-a-half week 

program along side Lora to prepare 
the two for their eventual day-to-
day activities.

Gonzalez said he had always had 
an interest in becoming a K-9 han-
dler while working at the KCSO, 
and was excited when the Sheriff 
approached him about the oppor-
tunity.

The program was overwhelming 
at times, Gonzalez said, but worth 
the effort, especially because Lora 
wasn’t welcoming of her new part-
ner when they first met.

“My first couple of days were 
rough because Lora was a little ag-
gressive with me,” Gonzalez said. 
“The first two days she hardly 
would let me touch her. And then 
the third or fourth day she started 
to be a little bit more calm and after 
that, it was just more like, okay, let’s 
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Kingsville 
Farmers 
Market

The Kingsville Farm-
ers Market will be held 
on Feb. 22, beginning at 
9 a.m.

Th market is held 
on the fourth Saturday 
of every month in the 
Downtown Pavilion 
in Kingsville on Sixth 
Street, near Kleberg 
Bank.

Vendors will have 
locally-grown produce, 
farm fresh eggs, baked 
goods, organic chicken, 
pasture-raised pork 
and more.

Empire vs.
Cobras

The Kingsville Em-
pire will take on the 
Cobras on Feb. 15 at 
Dick Kleberg Park.

The game will run 
from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $5, with 
ages 10 and under get-
ting in free.

The Empire are 
Kingsville’s hometown 
women’s full-contact 
football team. They 
are members of the 
Xtreme Female Football 
League.

For more informa-
tion, call (361) 218-4634.

Poetry Reading

The Novel Blend 
will be hosting a poetry 
reading at its business 
on Feb. 15.

The reading starts at 
7 p.m.

Attendees are invit-
ed to bring their own 
poetry to read, or read 
something the Poetry 
Cafe will have on-hand.

People are also in-
vited to attend just to 
listen to some of the 
readings that will take 
place.
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A paws-itive addition to the force
Frank Cardenas

reporter

Early 
voting 

to begin

With early voting in the 
Primary Election set to begin 
on Tuesday, Kleberg Coun-
ty Clerk Stephanie Garza 
wants to remind voters look-
ing to receive a ballot by mail 
that the application deadline 
to do so will end next Friday.

“So they need to hurry if 
they want to send us a ballot 
by mail,” Garza said.

The Primary Election is 
where voters will decide 
which of their respective 
political party’s nominees 
in local, state and federal 
races will be placed on the 
ballot in November’s Gen-
eral Election.

The early voting period 
will begin Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
and will continue week-
days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through Friday, Feb. 28, at 
the Kleberg County Early 
Voting Annex Office, locat-
ed at 720 E. King Ave. across 
the street from the Kleberg 
County Courthouse.

Early voting will also be 
open at the annex office 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22.

For voters who are 65 
years of age or older, dis-
abled, in jail or will be out-of-
county during early voting 
and Election Day, Garza said 
they have the option to cast 
a ballot by mail.

Garza said while her of-
fice has received more than 
300 applications for ballots 
by mail from voters in the 
Democratic party, requests 
from Republican voters 
have been in single digits.

“We don’t even have 10 
for the Republican party,” 
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See ‘VOTING,’ Page 5A
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Kingsville aiming for HGTV ‘Takeover’

A takeover of the City of 
Kingsville could be coming 
in 2021, but not to worry – 
this is one the city is seeking.

HGTV announced ear-
lier this year that it would 
be offering a new series that 
builds upon its well-known 
“Home Town” show. That 
series, hosted by couple Ben 
and Erin Napier, kicked off 
its fourth season on Jan. 20 
and follows the pair as they 
renovate homes in their 
hometown of Laurel, Miss.

The new show – “Home 
Town Takeover” – will put 
things on a much bigger 
scale, with HGTV putting 
out a call to towns with pop-
ulations under 40,000 for a 

massive makeover. Cities 
from across the nation have 
applied for the chance to 
have their downtowns and 
communities improved as 
part of the new show, which 
will air in 2021.

The City of Kingsville en-
tered their own eight-min-
ute video for “Home Town 
Takeover” that began mak-
ing the rounds on social me-
dia this weekend. 

“Well, I noticed an oppor-
tunity to help the city and 
decided it was something 
we could do,” Kingsville 
Tourism Director Janine 
Reyes said in an interview 
on Monday. “I spoke with 
a few people and we began 
to put together a package to Pictured is a rendering showing what downtown Kingsville could look like in the 

future should planned improvements outlined in a 2017 Downtown Vision Plan be 
implemented. (File photo)
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See ‘HGTV,’ Page xA

Lora, the Kleberg County Sheriff’s Office’s new K-9 officer, sniffs around vehicles as part of her training, search-
ing for a smell to identify illegal substances. (Staff photo by Frank Cardenas)

See ‘LORA,’ Page 5A


