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Frank Cardenas

reporter

The area’s first con-
firmed case of the novel 
coronavirus was con-
firmed by the City of 
Kingsville and Kleberg 
County officials on Fri-
day.

As of Monday after-
noon, the number re-
mains at only one case, 
according the Texas De-
partment of State Health 
services website.

A press conference 
on March 27 and was 
streamed on the city’s 
and the Kleberg County 
Commissioners Court 
Facebook pagea.

“Unfortunately, this 
morning, both the city 
mayor and myself re-
ceived word from a local 
area hospital that there 
has been a confirmed 
case of (the) COVID-19 

coronavirus in the City 
of Kingsville,” Kleberg 
County Judge Rudy 
Madrid, with Kingsville 
Mayor Sam Fugate, said 
at the press conference.

Officials have said 
they intend to release 
as much information as 
possible without violat-
ing federal privacy laws. 
Madrid said the individ-
ual was a middle-aged 
male who had recently 
traveled from Waco and 
began exhibiting symp-
toms similar to those as-
sociated with the novel 
coronavirus.

Madrid clarified the 
timeline of the man’s 
diagnosis after Friday’s 
press conference con-
cluded. The man went 
to the emergency room 
and was instructed to 
self-quarantine, which 
he did for several days. 

anthony ruiz

reporter

In a 4-3 split vote, the 
Kingsville Independent 
School District Board of 
Trustees approved nam-
ing Interim Superinten-
dent Kamara Adams as 
the lone finalist for the 
superintendent position 
during Monday’s regu-
lar meeting.

The district has been 
under the direction of 
Adams since Sept. 27, 
2019. She was appointed 
to the role after the pre-
vious superintendent, 
Elida Bera, resigned less 
than 10 months into her 
tenure on Sept. 23, 2019.

Adams was hired as 
the KISD assistant su-
perintendent of support 
services in December 
2018. She had previous-
ly worked with Bera at 
Judson ISD in San An-
tonio as its human re-
sources director.

After nearly 40 min-
utes of discussion in 
closed session, Board 
Secretary Corando 
Garza made a motion 
to table the item for 
three months, until the 
board’s scheduled reg-
ular meeting on June 8.

Trustee Nick Prado 
seconded the motion, 
but it failed on a 3-4 
split with Prado, Coran-
do Garza and trustee 
Cory Garza in favor and 
Board President Brian 
Coufal, Board Vice-Pres-
ident Brandon Green-
wood and trustees Lynn 

Yaklin and Steven Crites 
against.

Greenwood then 
made the motion to 
name Adams as the lone 
finalist, which Yaklin 
seconded.

Prior to the vote, Cory 
Cory Garza read a pre-
pared statement stating 
that some of the board 
“has lost sight of ensur-
ing the safety, well-be-
ing and learning of our 
students to focus on the 
best interests of one in-
dividual.”

Cory Garza also said 
discussion of naming a 
lone finalist at this time 
was “inappropriate 
given the state of our 
district, county and na-
tion” and apologized to 
“all applicants who are 
otherwise being over-
looked on account of an 
unexplainable urgency 
expressed by certain 
board members.”

In response, Green-
wood said he asked the 
item be placed on the 
agenda for the sake of 
the district’s students, 
employees and stake-
holders.

“In times of crisis, you 
need a leader,” Green-
wood said. “Not a part-
time leader, not a leader 
who’s doing two, three, 
four, five different jobs.”

Greenwood said the 
board has “had faith in 
(Adams) for five or six 
months,” and asked if 
she was not the lead-
er for the district, then 

When Terry Fitzwa-
ter takes the reins as 
editor and publisher of 
the Kingsville Record 
on Monday, April 6, the 
newspaper will be in 
the hands of an enthu-
siastic award-winning 
journalist.  Fitzwater is 
a seasoned newspaper 
veteran whose experi-
ence prepares him well 
for the role of turning 
around the Record, 
which was slated to be 
closed just four months 
ago.

Safe shopping
The COVID-19 virus has changed the grocery shopping experience for Kingsville 
residents, including reduced store hours and item limitations. Some stores offer 
specific hours for elderly shoppers, as they are considered among those at higher 
risk for contracting the virus. These shoppers at Walmart were taking an extra 
precautions by wearing masks.

Contrast
Less traffic and vehicle 
parking,  left ,  was 
evident in downtown 
Kingsville on Monday 
as residents followed 
stay-at-home orders 
discouraging non-
e s s e n t i a l  t r a v e l 
throughout Kleberg 
C o u n t y .  C o m e 
lunchtime, though, 
folks hit the streets 
for pickup-only orders.
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Officials urge compliance
First COVID-19

case is confirmed
After a few days, he 

was hospitalized be-
cause of his symptoms 
and eventually was 
transferred to a hospital 
in Corpus Christi.

While in Corpus 
Christi, the man was 
tested and given a con-
firmed diagnosis for 
COVID-19. The man is 
in isolation, where he is 
receiving medical treat-
ment and is in stable 
condition, Madrid said.

All healthcare provid-
ers who were part of the 
man’s care and trans-
portation were wearing 
proper protective equip-
ment, Madrid said. State 
health officials also are 
looking to see if the 
man had any contact 
with other individuals, 
Fugate said, to ensure 
there are no other possi-
ble cases as a result.

“It looks like this gen-
tleman was somewhat 
of a loner and didn’t 
have a lot of contacts, 
so hopefully with fol-
low-up information, 

KISD trustees divided on naming
interim superintendent as finalistSplit vote

kamara adams

terry Fitzwater

why didn’t they let her 
go “within 60 days of 
this interim position.”

“I myself think she’s 
doing a damn good job 
with all the things that 
are coming at her,” he 
said.

Prado followed Green-
wood with his own pre-
pared statement, telling 
the board that in the 
wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, “naming a 
lone finalist should not 
be a priority right now.”

“I want the opportu-
nity to interview our 
next superintendent,” 
Prado said. “I want to 
know their 90-day plan. 
I want to know where 
they want the district 
to be a year from now. 
In short, I want to know 
his or her vision for our 
district. That is the stan-
dard for choosing a lone 
finalist.”

Prado said he was 
also concerned that the 
board opted to name a 
lone finalist “at the very 

first board meeting we 
have without the audi-
ence in attendance.”

To ensure social dis-
tancing measures, only 
the school board, inter-
im superintendent and 
a couple of key staff 
were physically in atten-
dance during Monday’s 
meeting, which was 
streamed live on the dis-
trict’s Facebook page.

Prado said naming a 
lone finalist that night 
“would cheat the com-
munity of their input” 
and raised concerns 
about the lack of assis-
tant principals and a 
counselor at Gillett In-
termediate School, as 
well as district informa-
tion technology and hu-
man resources directors.

“I’m not saying that 
our interim is not the 
person for the job,” he 
said. “I am saying that 
right now is not the time 
to choose a lone finalist, 
and there’s a process 
that needs to be fol-
lowed to do that.”

After Prado finished, 
Crites asked if the “al-
legations that have been 
made, or the innuendos 
that have been suggest-
ed, are valid,” then why 
has the board not moved 
to remove Adams from 
the position.

“Because you (Prado) 
made a pretty compel-
ling case as to why per-
haps she shouldn’t be 
the superintendent, but 
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Fitzwater replaces 
Tim Acosta, the newspa-
per’s former managing 

editor. Acosta returned 
to the Record to lead it 
through the initial effort 
to keep the newspaper 
alive. Acosta resigned in 
early March to return to 
the public relations po-
sition he formerly held 
with the Port Authority 
of Corpus Christi. He 
will continue to live in 
Kingsville and support 
the Record.

“I am grateful to the 
Kingsville community 
for coming together to 
save its newspaper in 

early December,” Acosta 
said. “And, I feel privi-
leged to have helped sta-
bilize this historic publi-
cation before it moves 
into the next phase of its 
ongoing recovery. I have 
no doubt Terry and the 
staff will do right by our 
communities to ensure 
the Kingsville Record is 
a community newspa-
per of which we can all 
be proud for many years 
to come.”
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