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Kingsville Fire Dept. Captain Miguel Sandoval, holds a 
frame with several photographs from his volunteer work fol-
lowing the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center 
Towers, twenty years ago. (Photo by Claudia Perez Rivas)
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City proposes rate increases; water, sewer

The City of Kingsville 
Commission held a Spe-
cial Meeting Tuesday, 
September 7 to discuss 
introduction ordinances 
on a number of items, 
which will be voted on 
in the next city meeting. 

Among the introduc-
tion items is an increase 
in water and sewer rates 
for the City of Kingsville. 
Finance Director Debo-
rah Balli told commis-
sioners during the meet-
ing that a 1% increase 
was discussed during 
the budget workshop, 
which was based on a 
rate study conducted 
by Grady Reed of HDR. 

Kingsville City Manager 
Mark McLaughlin told 
the commissioners the 
increase is something 
that should have been 
made last year.

“The rate increase was 
actually deferred a year. 
We should have done 
it last year but we did 
not. We’re just catching 
up with it this year so 
we don’t fall too far be-

hind,” McLaughlin said 
all the money generated 
will go into the Capital 
Improvement Fund 54 
(street and drainage).

In addition, the com-
missioners introduced 
an ordinance that would 
increase sewer rates by 
7% based on the same 
study previously men-
tioned. Another ordi-
nance that was intro-

duced is one amending 
the City of Kingsville 
Code of Ordinances 
Section 9-10-53, 55, 56, 
and 57 to update fees 
and calculation method 
used for the purpose of 
funding the City Street 
System. 

City of Kingsville En-
gineer Rudy Mora told 
the commissioners the 
purpose of the revision 

is to increase funding for 
street repairs. The calcu-
lation system used, Mora 
said, is based on a point 
value system.

“So if you fall with-
in a certain point value 
and those point values 
are distributed to tiers,” 
Mora said.

Fire Dept. Captain shares memory from 9/11

Twenty years ago, 
four hijacked planes 
carried out attacks 
on the United States.  
Islamic extremists 
known as Al Qaeda 
were responsible for 
the attacks. 

Two planes struck 
the twin towers of the 
World Trade Center in 
New York City, a third 
struck the Pentagon 
building in Washing-
ton, D.C., and a fourth 
crashed into a field 
in Pennsylvania. The 
9/11 terrorist attacks 
killed more than 2,500 
and left an indelible 
memory in the minds 
of Americans and the 
world. During the af-
termath, volunteers 
from all over the coun-
try traveled to ground 

Once there, Sandoval 
said they helped the 
station for a few days 
before they were able 
to head to ground zero 
and help out for the 
next week.

“We stayed at the fire 
station for two days 
and then the firefight-
ers came back,” he said. 
“Once they came back, 
we went to ground zero 
to see how we could 
help.” Sandoval re-
members the day being 
cloudy and rainy. Many 
people were helping 
out as best they could. 

Among the duties 
they performed was 
taking down a decon-
tamination unit and 
helped load and unload 
equipment to different 
areas of the city. 

“Helping out in New 
York is something I am 
very proud of,” he said.

Rocks to bring kindness to the community
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zero and surrounding 
areas to help in any 
way they could.

City of Kingsville 
Fire Department Cap-
tain Miguel Sandoval 
was one of three Kings-
ville Firefighters who 
was tapped to help in 
New York City. 

On the day the tow-
ers fell, Sandoval re-
members he and his 
shift were scheduled 
for Hazmat training 
but after the news be-
gan to come about the 
tragedy, he said every-
one was glued to the set 
for the rest of the day, 
finding it hard to come 
to terms with what had 
just happened.

Sandoval was only 
in his second year as 
a Kingsville Firefight-
er when he and fel-
low firefighters, Joey 
Mendietta and Ryan 

Kelly, were asked if 
they wanted to help out 
following the 9/11 at-
tacks. 

“A (firefighter) volun-
teer from Ricardo was 
from over there,” San-
doval said. “He lived 
in a little town north of 
Manhattan.”

Sandoval said the 
volunteer firefighter 
was organizing a relief 
effort for his town’s fire 
department because 
they had left to help at 
ground zero.

“The firefighters 
from his town had all 
gone to New York to 
man the fire stations 
because the firefight-
ers were all at ground 
zero,” he said.

All arrangements 
were made and six days 
after the attacks, the 
three headed to New 
York. 

Thousands of painting 
rocks with inspirational 
sayings have been spread 
throughout Kingsville 
over the past six years.

Kingsville resident Joni 
Collins started this ‘Kind-
ness Rock’ project after 
hearing about her friend 
in Florida who found a 
painted rock at the beach. 

Collins has been spread-
ing kindness throughout 
Kingsville with her in-
spirational rocks for more 

than six years; she said 
she hasn’t told anyone 
about hiding them until 
last year. 

Collins said it started 
to get fun, so she created 
a Facebook page that peo-
ple could follow and post 
pictures of the rocks that 
they find throughout the 
community. 

She said people tell her 
all the time ‘it was the 
worst day in the world but 
then I found one of your 
rocks’, she said. She loves 
hearing about others ex-
perience.

Collins said she gets 
enjoyment seeing other 
people find her rocks. Her 
proudest moment was 
when she left a rock that 
said ‘You Matter’ on a 
police car. She waited for 
him to find it and he was 
excited when he did. 

Thursday evening, Col-
lins posted on the Kings-
ville Community page 
that she was hiding rocks 
throughout the communi-
ty on Friday.

Collins said she has re-
ceived a lot of comments 
and feedback from her 

post and she was not ex-
pecting this kind of reac-
tion.

One community mem-
ber even commented that 
he found one of her rocks 

‘a long time ago’ at the 
post office.

“I’m going to tear up 
just thinking about it be-
cause I made somebody’s 
day and he still kept it,” 
Collins said.

Yes, I shed a tear when I 
read that.”

Friday was Collins 
day off and she spent it 
by running errands and 
hiding rocks at different 
parks, historic downtown 
Kingsville, the post office, 
library and different plac-

Kingsville resident, Joni Collins paints rocks with inspiration-
al sayings and hides them throughout the town. On Friday, 
she hid rocks at the Robert J. Kleberg Public Library, Historic 
Downtown Kingsville, the Post Office, parks in Kingsville 
and other places she ran errands. (Photo by Laura Newman)
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