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For the second time in 
its seven-year history, the 
Santa Gertrudis Academy 

High School Marching Band 
competed in the UIL 3A 
State Marching Band Cham-
pionship in San Antonio this 
week.

The district’s marching 

band program began in 2012 
under the guidance of its for-
mer director, Arthur Sholtis. 
In 2017, the marching band 
made it to the state champi-
onship, where they finished 

in 13th place in the prelimi-
nary round.

In 2018, Raymond Mendez 
took over as the SGA band 
director, along with his wife, 
Sandra Trevino-Mendez, as 
the assistant band director.

“We wanted to keep (the 
band) performing at that lev-
el while also moving the pro-
gram forward,” Mendez said.

This year’s show is called 
“The Tie That Binds,” and 
tells the story of a young cou-
ple – performed by junior 
Marco Villarreal and sopho-
more Reagan Wright – sepa-
rated and then brought back 
together by the red thread of 
fate.

“The show has multiple 
movements,” Mendez said. 
“There’s an intro, ‘Equus’ by 
Eric Whitacre in the first 
movement, ‘Nimrod’ from a 
larger work called ‘Enigma 
Variations’ for the second 
movement and then the last 
two movements are excerpts 
from the Tchaikovsky ballet 

‘Honoring our loved ones’

More than 200 people came out to the 
Chamberlain and Santa Gertrudis Cem-
eteries to celebrate and honor lost loved 
ones during Turcotte-Piper Mortuary’s 
Dia de los Muertos event on Saturday.

“For our first year, it went really well,” 
funeral director and event chair Mari 
Moreno said. “Everybody had fun.”

Moreno said Turcotte-Piper Mor-
tuary saw an interest from the Kings-

ville community to celebrate Dia de los 
Muertos. She said they worked in con-
junction with the cemeteries to host an 
event that “brings awareness to the cele-
bration in a fun event.”

“Death isn’t always grief and sadness,” 
Moreno said. “It also about celebrating 
and honoring our loved ones.”

Saturday’s event included perfor-
mances from the Folklorico dancers 
and the H.M. King High School Mari-
achi band. There was also a community 
altar created by Texas A&M Universi-

ty-Kingsville art students featuring sub-
mitted photos of deceased friends and 
family.

“There was a lot of involvement from 
our community, which is what we want-
ed,” Moreno said. “And we also encour-
aged people who had loved ones buried 
at (the cemeteries) to make offrendas or 
altars at their graves.”

The event also featured a prayer ser-
vice led by Father Joseph Lopez from St. 

A man wanted in connection with the murder of 
two individuals last month was arrested Wednesday 
in Mexico, officials confirmed.

Kleberg County Sheriff Richard Kirkpatrick said 
Tuesday an arrest warrant was issued for Adam Cur-
tis Williams, 33, for felony theft in connection with 
the deaths of James and Michelle Butler, whose bod-
ies were discovered on a Kleberg County beach Oct. 
27.

Kirkpatrick said investigators believe Williams is 
the man driving the Butlers’ stolen vehicle in the pho-
to released by the KCSO Monday morning.

The KCSO also identified a woman who is seen in 
the photograph as Amanda Noverr, 32, but Kirkpat-
rick said that she is still considered only as a person 
of interest. 

On Tuesday, Hubert said just after the press con-
ference Monday morning, officials received informa-
tion regarding the two individuals in the photo they 
released to the public.

The Butlers had last been seen at the Padre Balli 
Park around noon on Oct. 14.

The couple’s RV and truck were then parked near 
Beach Marker 263 on Padre Island, according to a 
Facebook post by Michelle Butler on Oct. 15, officials 
said. 

Friends of the couple reportedly told investigators 
the two were traveling to Fort Lauderdale, Fla. and 
were scheduled to arrive there Nov. 20.

The couple was reported missing by family mem-
bers on Oct. 16, and the bodies were discovered on 
Oct. 27.

Suspect 

arrested in 

Mexico

See Dia de los Muertos, Page 4A

Primary candidate filing opens Saturday

The filing period for candidates to be 
placed on the March 3 ballot for the Kle-
berg County 2020 Primary Election is 
scheduled to open on Saturday, Nov. 9.

Local offices up for election this year 
are as follows: 105th District Attorney, 
Kleberg County Commissioners Pct.1 
and Pct. 3, Kleberg County Consta-

bles Pcts. 1-4, Kleberg County Sheriff, 
Kleberg County Attorney and Kleberg 
County Tax Assessor-Collector. All offic-
es are for four-year terms.

The filing deadline for the Primary 
Election is Dec. 9 at 6 p.m.

Candidates wishing to file for a place 
on the Primary Election ballot must file 
with the party chairs for the Republican 
and Democratic parties.

The Democratic Party Chair is Leo 

Alarcon, who was appointed by the par-
ty’s executive committee on Oct. 10 to 
serve the unexpired term after its previ-
ous chair, Kyle Benson, resigned.

Alarcon can be reached by phone at 
(361) 455-1393 or by email at leoalar-
con7@yahoo.com. He is also available by 
appointment only at 1501 E. Warren Ave. 
in Kingsville.

See Candidates, Page 3A

Patricia Solis and Rick Salinas work on their family altar. They said this was the first time they had set up the family altar. 
(Photo by Dean Smith)
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SGA band competes at state

Ballots for the Kleberg County Appraisal District Board of 
Directors have been sent out despite claims from the Ricar-
do and Riviera Independent School District superintendents 
that they did not receive notification from the chief apprais-
er, causing them to miss the nomination deadline.

“I believe that we should have been allowed to have a spe-
cial board meeting to nominate our candidate and send it 
in,” Riviera ISD Superintendent Karen Unterbrink said in a 
phone interview Tuesday. “Because she (Chief Appraiser Er-
nestina Flores) had until Oct. 30 to send out the ballot, and 
we would’ve been within that timeline.”

“This isn’t the first time some districts have not met the 
date,” Flores said in an interview this week. “I’ve treated ev-
erybody the same, and I’m comfortable with those decisions 

All but one of 10 proposed amendments to the Texas 
Constitution passed Tuesday, with Kleberg County vot-
ers casting ballots in line with those around the state.

Kleberg County Clerk Stephanie Garza said 1,250 
voters – just under 7 percent of the 17,959 total regis-
tered voters in Kleberg County – cast their ballots in the 
constitutional election, with 358 voters turning out for 
early voting, 13 votes cast with mail-in ballots and 879 
votes coming in on election day Tuesday.

“This was a good turnout compared to what we’ve had 

Superintendents 
protest appraisal 

board process

Nine out of 10 
amendments pass

See Band, Page 6A

See Appraisal, Page 7A

See Amendments, Page 4A

Prior to heading to San Antonio for the UIL 3A State Marching Band Championship, the SGA 
Marching Band performed their show during a pep rally held Tuesday morning at TAMUK’s 
Javelina Stadium. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)
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Frank Cardenas can be contacted at fcardenas@king-
ranch.com or (361) 221-0243.


