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Ranch Hand Weekend concert 
raises $42,715 for charity

Kingsville Record to continue 
under new ownership

With Christmas just a few weeks away, the Kle-
berg-Kenedy County Toys for Tots campaign is mov-
ing into its final stretch as organizers ready for the last 
push to receive applications, accept donations and call 
for volunteers to help ready gifts for needy children this 
holiday season.

“The applications are rolling in, we’ve gotten some 
real good donations so far,” Co-coordinator Rebecca 
Sanchez said.

Started in 1987, the Kleberg-Kenedy County Toys for 
Tots campaign collects monetary and new, unopened 
toy donations from October to mid-December every 
year. Donations are used to provide underprivileged 
area children gifts of toys for Christmas.

The campaign covers children living in Kleberg and 
Kenedy counties, as well as in Bishop.

“The last I checked, we were over 1,000 kids,” Co-co-
ordinator Stefanie Perryman said. “We typically serve 
between 1,500 and 2,000 (children), so that number 
will go up.”

To receive toys, families must fill out and submit an 

With close to 40 tons of snow, two slides and a vari-
ety of holiday activities, the City of Kingsville’s annu-
al Children’s Snow Day scheduled for Saturday at the 
Downtown Pavilion is set to be the biggest one yet.

“That’s almost twice as much snow as last year,” Su-
san Ivy, director of the Kingsville Parts and Recreation 
Department, said.

A part of the La Posada de Kingsville activities, Chil-
dren’s Snow Day gives local youth an opportunity to 
play around in trucked-in real snow. Snow activities 
include a play area, where children can build snowmen 
and throw snowballs around, and snow slides where 
attendees ride down a snow-covered incline using an 
inner tube.

Ivy said close to 1,500 people attended the last year’s 
snow day event.

“That’s about 500 more people than the year before,” 
she said. “And because of that, people were waiting a 
long time to go down the slide.”

To help alleviate wait times, Ivy said they have added 
a second slide and increased the free-play snow area for 
this year’s event.

“So clearly, we needed more snow,” Ivy said. “This 

Toys for Tots 
seeks volunteers, 
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Kleberg Wildlife program director 
co-authors Sand Sheet field guide

A field guide featuring in-
formation and photographs 
of hundreds of plants and 
grasses found in the South 
Texas Sand Sheet, co-au-
thored by Caesar Kleberg 
Wildlife Research Institute 
program director Forrest 
Smith, was published last 
month and is now available 
for purchase.

“We’re very happy with 
it,” co-author Forrest Smith 
said. “It’s a good-size book 
that’s not a burden to carry 
around or throw on your 
truck dashboard and put 
it to use. That’s what it’s 
meant for.”

Spreading across sever-
al area counties, including 
Kenedy, Kleberg, Brooks, 
Star, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties, the South Texas 
Sand Sheet consists of sand 
and silt brought inland by 

the wind, creating a mix of 
wetlands and desert terrain 
that serves as a habitat to a 
variety of diverse plant life.

“It’s a region dominated 
by large ranches that are 
very conscious of the val-
ue of wildlife and habitat 
conservation,” Smith said. 
“So as a result, it’s probably 
one of the most intact natu-
ral systems in Texas at that 
scale.”

Smith is the Dan L. Dun-
can Endowed Director of 
the South Texas Natives and 
Texas Native Seeds projects 
at the Caesar Kleberg Wild-
life Research Institute.

Along with co-author 
Dexter Peacock, a retired 
lawyer, rancher and Sand 
Sheet landowner, Smith 
said it took the pair more 
than four years to complete 
their book, “A Photograph-
ic Guide to the Vegetation 

See Guide, Page 12A

The Ranch Hand Weekend concert featuring Mark Chesnutt raised $42,715 for the Kingsville Independent School District 
Foundation last week. The event was organized by the City of Kingsville Tourism Department in cooperation with local spon-
sors. (Submitted photo)
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Staff Report

The 113-year history of the 
Kingsville Record and Bishop 
News will not, after all, end with 
this week’s edition. A transfer 
of ownership of the newspaper 
by King Ranch Inc., which has 
owned it since 1953, is being fi-
nalized this week.

Kingsville Area Industrial De-
velopment Foundation Chairman 
and Kleberg Bank President Brad 
Womack said the Foundation is 
in the process of taking over the 

newspaper from King Ranch.
“The community has really ral-

lied behind the newspaper. With 
support from folks like Mayor 
Sam Fugate, Dr. Mark Hussey 
and Robert Underbrink we have 
gained great support for this 
transfer,” Womack said.

Hussey is president of Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville and 
Underbrink is CEO of King Ranch 
Inc.

Although the King Ranch will 
no longer own the newspaper, 

Underbrink said the company will 
provide support for it as it contin-
ues.

“I grew up in Riviera, and for 
my entire life the Kingsville Re-
cord has been part of my home. I 
know its importance to the com-
munity, and I’m pleased that it 
has an opportunity to continue,” 
Underbrink said. “King Ranch is 
currently working with the new 
leadership to ensure as seamless a 
transition as possible, and is com-
mitted to supporting the newspa-

per moving forward.”
The final issue under the King 

Ranch will be Dec. 12. The new 
organization will begin publish-
ing with the Dec. 19 edition, so 
subscribers will not experience 
any interruption in their service.

“We are currently in talks with 
the staff, encouraging them to stay 
on with the new entity,” Womack 
said.

Tim Acosta has been named 
editor and publisher of the new 
Kingsville Record. He is a graduate 

of Texas A&M University-Kings-
ville and previously worked as 
an editor for the newspaper from 
2011 to 2017. He has worked as a 
journalist in the Coastal Bend for 
nearly 15 years, including with the 
Corpus Christi-Caller Times, the 
Nueces County-Record Star and 
Corpus Beat Magazine.

Current Publisher Christopher 
Maher will remain with King 
Ranch and will oversee their Vis-
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