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Like father, like son: Salinas named commissioner
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The son of late Pct. 4 
Kleberg County Commis-
sioner Zaragoza “Shorty” 
Salinas will now fill the 
seat his father once sat in, 
after taking the oath of of-
fice at Monday’s Kleberg 
County Commissioners 
meeting.

Marcus Ray Salinas was 
sworn in as the new Pct. 4 
Kleberg County Commis-
sioner on Monday, and 
will fulfill his father’s un-
expired term after being 
appointed to the position 
by Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid.

“The State of Texas 
grants the county judge 
the authority to make a 
decision on who feels the 
unexpired term on any 
commissioner, if for what-
ever reason that commis-
sioner cannot fulfill his or 
her duties,” Madrid said 
during the meeting.

Madrid said he spoke 
previously to the other 
commissioners and de-
partment heads from Kle-
berg County and decided 

it was only fitting to ap-
point Marcus to the seat, 
especially when consid-

ering he would fulfill the 
duties just as his father 
did before his passing.

“Your dad’s heart 
showed where he was at. 
He was just truly, truly an 

amazing honor to assert 
side by side with your dad 
and I consider him one of 

our brothers, like I do ev-
ery one of these commis-
sioners. We all have our 
own differences at one 
point or another, but we 
all stand together at the 
end of the day, and he’s 
part of the Kleberg Coun-
ty team,” Madrid said 
when speaking to Mar-
cus before his swearing 
in. “I was amazed with 
his devotion to duty, his 
devotion to our youth, to 
our underserved popula-
tion and to our senior cit-
izens. That type of trait is 
not something you learn, 
that’s not something you 
go to school for. That’s one 
of those innate qualities 
that you just have, you 
either got it or you don’t. 
And Commissioner Sali-
nas had it and, and when 
you get around his family, 
they have the same quali-
ties that he had. 

“He was their father and 
he was the nucleus of that 
family and it’s an amazing 
family,” he continued. “I 
had the privilege of sitting 
down with the Salinas 

Oath of office
Marcus Salinas raises his right hand as Kleberg County Judge Rudy Madrid administers the oath of office on Monday. 
(Photo by Frank Cardenas)

In a 5-2 split vote, the 
Kingsville Independent 
School District Board of 
Trustees named Cecilia 
“Cissy” Reynolds-Perez 
as the lone finalist for the 
district’s superintendent 
position at last Wednes-
day’s special meeting.

“The Kingsville ISD 
board selected Dr. Reyn-
olds-Perez as their Lone 
Finalist because of her 
knowledge of current 
technological trends, 
HB3 TEA accountability 
requirements, and their 
confidence that she would 
gain the trust of the com-
munity by meeting the ac-

KISD names lone finalist in Superintendent search

Officials break ground for pavilion at Kaufer-Hubert Park

ademic, athletic, fine arts, 
college readiness, STEM, 
career and technical and 
social emotional needs of 
the Kingsville Brahmas,” 

officials of the KISD said 
in a statement.

Reynolds-Perez is a 
graduate of the KISD and 
has served as an educa-
tor at numerous schools 
in the coastal bend. She 
served as Corpus Christi 
Ray High School Princi-
pal from 2008 to 2018 be-
fore departing to serve as 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum & Instruc-
tion and Human Resourc-
es at the West Oso Inde-
pendent School District 
for the last two years.

In her career, Reyn-
olds-Perez has been 
named Texas High School 
Principal of the Year by 
the Texas Association of 
Secondary School Prin-

cipals, as well as an HEB 
Excellence in Education 
Elementary Principal of 
the Year.

Reynolds-Perez was 
also appointed by Tex-
as Gov. Greg Abbott to 
serve on the Governor’s 
State Board for the Texas 
School Safety Center, and 
she currently serves as 
Co-Chair on State Repre-
sentative Todd Hunter’s 
Suicide Prevention Task 
Force. 

“As Board President, I 
look forward to working 
closely with Dr. Reyn-
olds-Perez to move this 
District forward during 
these trying times and to 
provide the highest qual-
ity education possible for 

the students of this com-
munity,” Board President 
Brandon Greenwood said 
in a state ent to the Kings-
ville Record.

Timeline to the 
Lone Finalist

On March 30, the 
school board named Ka-
mara Adams, who has 
served as the district’s 
interim superintendent 
since Sept. 27, 2019, as the 
lone finalist for the super-
intendent position in a 4-3 
split vote. 

On March 30, the 
school board named Ka-
mara Adams, who has 
served as the district’s 
interim superintendent 
since Sept. 27, 2019, as the 
lone finalist for the super-

Cecilia “Cissy” 
Reynolds-Perez

intendent position in a 4-3 
split vote. 

Adams was hired as 
the KISD assistant su-
perintendent of support 
services in December 
2018. She had previously 
worked with the district’s 
former superintendent, 
Elida Bera, at Judson ISD 
in San Antonio as its hu-
man resources director.

During their April 
20 meeting, less than a 
month after naming Ad-
ams as the lone finalist, 
the board approved in an-
other 4-3 split to hire the 
O’Hanlon, Demerath and 
Castillo law firm conduct 
a superintendent search.

Kleberg County Offi-
cials held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony to mark the 
beginning of the final part 
of a three-project improve-
ment plan to renovate the 
facilities at Kaufer-Hubert 
Memorial Park in Riviera.

In August of 2019, 
Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid said the 
three-project renovation 

plan was to make im-
provements to the two 
boat ramps in the park, 
which included repairs 
and extensions to both 
boat ramps for ease of 
access into the Cayo Del 
Grullo, new lighted fish 
washing stations and im-
provements to the docks.

The second project in-
cluded the expansion of 
the parking lot to allow 
more tourists and locals to 
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Kleberg County 

officials 

shoveling dirt 

to commemorate 

the start of 

construction at 

Kaufer-Hubert 

Memorial Park. 
(Photo by Frank 

Cardenas)


