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City restrictions 
end May 1st

Sandoval resigns as Academy principal

HMK grads to be honored with parade COVID-19 cases 
increase to nine
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After three years with 
the Santa Gertrudis Inde-
pendent School District, 
Academy Principal Juan 
Sandoval will be moving 
on after the school board 
accepted his resignation 
during last Wednesday’s 
regular meeting.

“My daughters will all 
be out of high school (after 
this year), so this is an op-
portunity for my wife and 
I to begin a new chapter in 
our lives,” Sandoval said 
in an interview after the 

Concerns with the nov-
el coronavirus in Kleberg 
County and the City of 
Kingsville led to discus-
sion of the possibility of 
extending the stay-at-
home order and order lim-
iting one family member 
per household in stores in 
the city at Monday’s city 
commission meeting.

However, due to an ex-
ecutive order signed by 
the Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott just hours prior, the 
city commission was un-
able to take action, and 
city orders will now ex-
pire on schedule with the 
April 30, 11:59 p.m. dead-
line.

On Monday, Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott announced 
his plan to reopen the 
State of Texas “in phases,” 
beginning with phase one 
on May 1.

According to the order, 
all retail stores, restau-
rants, malls and movie 
theaters can reopen on Fri-
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day, but must limit their 
business capacity to 25 
percent of occupancy. 

Libraries and museums 
were also included in the 
order. However, hands-
on exhibits must remain 
closed. 

The order also states 
that outdoor sports are 
allowed to resume as long 
as there are no more than 
four participants playing 
together at one time. 

The only businesses that 
must remain closed are 
barbershops, hairdressers, 
gyms and bars.

Abbott said the busi-
nesses are not required to 
open, but the order does 
give them the opportuni-
ty to open if they want to.

Kingsville Mayor Sam 
Fugate asked City Attor-
ney Courtney Alvarez if 
the order supersedes any 
orders the city decided to 
make or to extend.

Alvarez said the order 
does supersede any local 
government orders “with 

Area youth club gives hope
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Despite the club doors 
being closed to activities 
for the next few weeks, the 
staff at the Boys and Girls 
Club of Kingsville are still 
looking to complete one of 
its biggest projects to wel-
come their kids.

John Perez, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the BGCK, 
said since April 2019, the 
organization has been 
working on building a 
new gymnasium.

Last week, the build-
ing materials for the gym 
were dropped off at the 
building site, as part of 
phase two of the three 
phase project.

The first phase of the 
project was to figure out 
the placement of the gym 
and pour concrete to es-
tablish the foundation 
where the building will 
be erected. The concrete 
slab, which was poured 
on the east side of the 
original BGCK facility 
where the old pavilion is, 
was put into place a few 
months ago.

The original plan had 

Hope for the kids
The Boys and Girls Club of Kingsville is looking forward to the construction of their 
newest gym, with the completion of phase two as early as June of this year.

the first of the three phases 
beginning on Jan. 1 this 
year. 

However, the BGCK 
reached their fundrais-
ing goal of $100,000 in late 
2019, which kick-started 
the plan ahead of its orig-

inal schedule.
Now, the plan is in the 

middle of phase two, af-
ter all the aluminum, steel 
and other materials were 
delivered to the BGCK fa-
cility to begin building the 
frame of the gym.

“We’re thrilled about 
it,” Perez said.

“We met our fundrais-
ing goal of $100,000 and 
we were able to pay for 
the building. Everything 
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Juan Sandoval

meeting.
A 1992 H.M. King High 

School graduate, Sandoval 
has served in education 
since 1997 and as an ad-
ministrator since 2000. Pri-
or to joining Santa Gertru-
dis ISD, he had worked for 
school districts in Kings-
ville, Bishop, Falfurrias and 
Alice.

In 2017, Sandoval re-
turned from a two-year 
hiatus from education ad-
ministration to serve as the 
assistant principal at Santa 
Gertrudis Academy. He 
took over as its principal 
the following year.

“It has been a pleasure 
working at SGA during the 
past three years,” Sandoval 
said. “I have bonded with 
this family and know that 
I am leaving a great district 
and a great group of peo-

ple.”
Sandoval said he has wit-

nessed his students grow 
“personally and academi-
cally over the years,” which 
he said was rewarding to 
see. He also praised the stu-
dents for not only excelling 
in extracurricular sports 
and activities, but also in 
projects to help with the 
beautification of their cam-
pus.

“Our students are some 
of the most determined, 
dedicated and respect-
ful students I have ever 
worked with,” Sandoval 
said. “I will definitely miss 

working with them on a 
daily basis.”

In addition, Sandoval 
said throughout his tenure 
the high school has contin-
ued to experience academic 
growth.

“As a team, we saw an in-
crease in our end-of-course 
scores and received an ‘A’ 
rating for SGA during the 
last two years,” he said.

Sandoval said he ex-
pected the high school to 
achieved another “A” rat-
ing in the Texas Education 
Agency’s accountability 
ratings this year. However, 
the ratings were canceled 

after campuses throughout 
the state were closed be-
cause of COVID-19.

With youngest daugh-
ter Sierra graduating from 
Santa Gertrudis Academy 
this year, Sandoval said it 
was “a good time to explore 
the opportunities available 
for my family.”

“My wife and I have 
been talking about the pos-
sibility of moving for over a 
year now, and we are now 
open to explore new adven-
tures,” he said.

Sandoval said he is cur-

The number of positive cases of COVID-19 in Kleberg 
County now totals nine as of Tuesday morning, after 
three new cases were added to the list since April 21.

Kleberg County and City of Kingsville officials said 
the most recent positive case of the novel coronavirus 
involves a middle-aged woman who tested positive for 
COVID-19 at a local area facility.

As of Tuesday, that case remains under investigation as 
medical professionals are working to determine if it is a 
community spread case, or a travel related case, officials 
said.

Friday afternoon, the eighth confirmed case of 
COVID-19 was announced, also a middle-aged woman 
who tested positive at a local area facility, officials said.

The case is a community spread case, which led offi-
cials to warn the importance of following stay-at-home 
orders in the city and county.

The case reported last Tuesday was a young woman, 
who contracted the virus due to travel to Wisconsin. 

The case was related to a previous reported positive 
travel case of the novel coronavirus, connected to a mid-
dle-aged woman. 

With high school senior 
graduation ceremonies 
delayed into the summer 
months or possibly longer, 
a local group is working to 
coordinate a special parade 
at the end of May to rec-
ognize the more than 200 
expected H.M. King High 
School graduates and their 
accomplishments through-
out the last four years.

“They (the seniors) 
missed out on a lot this 
year, and we want to recog-
nize them while still keep-
ing in line with social dis-
tancing policies,” organizer 
David Garcia said.

During Spring Break in 
March, campuses through-
out Texas were closed out 
of concerns following the 
spread of COVID-19. Gar-
cia, who has a son gradu-
ating from the high school 
this year, said the idea for 

Senior salute 
A local group is planning to special parade to recognize and celebrate H.M. King grad-
uating seniors after the COVID-19 pandemic delayed June’s commencement ceremony. 
The parade is tentatively set for May 30 starting at 3:30 p.m. (File photo)

the parade started when 
his family were talking 

about all of the end-of-year 
activities in which the se-

niors were missing out.

The old Kleberg Public Library received a fresh coat of paint last week 
as part of renovations for Epiphany Montessori School. Page 7

After the COVID 19 virus forced the cancelation of the annual Festival 
de la Loteria, Kingsville Tourism Center staff came to the rescue and 

pulled off a virtual festival. Page 10


