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‘It’s a ghost town’

COVID-19 collection site 
opens at Dick Kleberg Park

Small businesses hit hard 
by COVID-19 shutdown

Kleberg County officially opened 
a regional COVID-19 collection site 
at Dick Kleberg Park on Saturday, 
which provides a remote station for 
health officials to collect samples for 
testing individuals referred by medi-
cal professionals exhibiting symptoms 
associated with the novel coronavirus.

“Today marks a great day for our 
community as we pursue the fight 

against this horrible coronavirus,” Ma-
drid said in a statement to the Kings-
ville Record on Saturday. “We will be 
offering free screenings for patients 
who have flu(-like) symptoms, and we 
will provide free diagnostic testing for 
those that meet the assessment criteria.

“I would like to thank our state and 
congressional leadership for all their 
help in answering our urgent request.  
I would also like to thank all Kleberg 
County staff and elected officials, 
the City Of Kingsville, our Kleberg 

County Sheriff (Richard Kirkpatrick), 
Chief of Police (Ricardo Torres) and all 
parties who have shown me the true 
meaning of effective teamwork.”

The park has been closed off to the 
public until further notice and can 
only be accessed by appointment. The 
hours of operation for the collection 
site will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
day of the week.

In a letter to the city released on Fri-

Bray’s Smokehouse had plenty of available seating on March 18, shortly before Gov. 
Greg Abbott issued an executive order prohibiting in-person dining in restaurants 
all across the state as the COVID-19 outbreak’s toll on small businesses becomes 
clear. (Staff photo by Anthony Ruiz)

Virus has heavy impact

The Kingsville Record 
office as of March 24, 
2020 will be closed to the 
general public for the 
foreseeable future in an 
effort to slow the spread 
of the novel coronavirus, 
Publisher Tim Acosta an-
nounced on Tuesday. 

The decision mirrors 
those made by other news 
organizations around the 
state. Staff will continue 
working at the news-
paper’s offices at 1831 
W. Santa Gertrudis, but 
members of the public 
will not be allowed access.

“The decision on Tues-
day will not affect our 
newspaper’s coverage of 
the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis that has caused 
concern for our commu-
nity and its residents,” 
Acosta said. “Our report-
ers will continue to pro-
vide information as it is 
received from our local 
elected officials and cov-
er different aspects of the 
story as they arise for our 
readers.”
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A remote site has been set up at Dick Kleberg Park to collect samples from individuals who may be showing 
symptoms associated with the novel coronavirus. The site is accessible by appointment only and at the referral 
of a physician or medical professional. (Staff photo by Frank Cardenas)

COVID-19 site open

Like any ordinary weekday, the 
Cherry Tree Tea Room opened its 
doors at 10:30 a.m. on March 18  for 
what would typically be the start of 
the lunch crowd.

Opened in 2007, the popular 
restaurant located at 230 E. Kle-
berg Ave. in Downtown Kingsville 
is usually bustling with activity 
well before noon as residents and 
visitors alike fill the space and enjoy 
their meals.

That all changed, however, with 
the threat of the novel coronavirus 
– often referred to by its abbreviated 
name COVID-19.

COVID-19 has deterred public 
gatherings large and small, with 
Kleberg County and City of Kings-
ville officials passing orders last 
week limiting those groups to 50 
or less.

Last Thursday, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott announced an executive or-
der limiting social gatherings to 10 
people, as well as closing bars and 
restaurants from operating in-din-
ing while still allowing for takeout 
or delivery service.

The order went into effect at 
11:59 p.m. Friday and will continue 
through 11:59 p.m. April 3.

See BUSINESS, Page 6A
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Feeling under 
the weather? 
Here’s some 
tips to follow:


