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City dedicates Maggie Salinas Pavilion

Over 200 people attend-
ed the unveiling of the 
plaque and signs desig-
nating the downtown pa-
vilion the Maggie Salinas 
Pavilion on Saturday.

“Thank you for your 
presence; it is a proud mo-
ment for me and my fam-
ily,” said Maggie Salinas. 
“I am a mother, communi-
ty activist, historian, and 
a small business owner; yo 
soy Latina,” she said. “I’m 
so grateful for the love 
and support of so many 
people.” 

She also expressed her 
gratitude to the city of 
Kingsville for naming the 
pavilion in her honor. “It 
is a legacy for me, my fam-
ily, my friends and the en-
tire community.” she said. 
The City Commission 
approved a resolution to 

name the pavilion in her 
honor on April 26, 2021. 

During her speech Mag-
gie said she was born on 
May 3, 1934 in Kings-
ville. Her parents Ramon 
and Damiana taught her 
Christian values and the 
need for compassion, 
sharing, education and a 
strong work ethic and to 
be willing to learn from 
one another and respect 
people of different social 
and ethnic backgrounds. 

“I did not know at that 
time that we all have a sto-
ry to tell and that is called 
history,” she said. “Some 
of my local projects have 
been to promote our histo-
ry to create a cultural zone 
as a potential for heritage 
tourism which benefits all. 
Todos los concemos, we 
all know each other, so let 
us highlight the cultural 
history of our local areas.” 

“Let us be proud of 
our local history; coming 

together is a beginning, 
keeping together is prog-
ress and working together 
is success,” she said.

She also said she has 
been self-employed since 
1965 and began working 
at the age of 17 with the 
Kleberg County Welfare 
Department. 

“There is so much to talk 
about, but let me make 
you a promise to you that 
I will continue with my 
community work, give 
and love you from my 
heart always,” she said.      

The plaque states that 
the Maggie Salinas Pa-
vilion was “Dedicated in 
honor of over 60 years of 
community service for the 
betterment of all citizens 
of Kingsville and Kle-
berg County. Maggie has 
had many achievements 
throughout her lifetime 
that impacted the City of 
Kingsville enriching the 
historical culture of our 

Maggie Salinas holds the plaque that will bare her name at The Maggie Salinas Pavilion 
downtown. (Photo by Gloria Bigger-Cantu)

community.”
The plaque also stated 

her contribution to the 
Mother Julia Project.  The 

plaque states: “She spear-
headed the renaming of 
the 6th street corridor to 
honor the King Ranch va-

queros; restored the origi-
nal Historic Street names 

Botanical gardens 
trail coming to 
Kleberg County

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid said that he 
and Commissioner Marcus 
Salinas will be meeting this 
week to talk about a botani-
cal gardens that will be built 
behind the Senior Citizens 
Center. Madrid discussed 
this issue at length at the 
Kleberg County Commis-
sioner’s Court Meeting on 
Monday.

Madrid said they would 
use some of the American 
Relief Fund to help fund 
the project. The garden 

would be fenced in behind 
the Senior Citizens Center 
during the day and opened 
up to the community in the 
evening. Madrid said the 
idea is to have an architect 
create a walking trail and 
then get sponsors to sponsor 
different plats throughout 
the trail. The county will 
be responsible for the archi-
tecture and engineering of 
each plat and sponsors will 
be able to design the plat 
however they would like. 

Madrid said he hopes to 
have the trail built by Febru-
ary so the sponsors can start 
planting in March.

Bishop FFA student receives Lone Star Degree at state convention

All KISD employees receive $500 stipend
Gloria BiGGer-Cantu
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All Kingsville Inde-
pendent School District 
employees will be receiv-
ing a $500 stipend in No-
vember. 

The administration 
recommended this pro-
posal to the Board of 
Trustees as an incentive 
to retain all KISD em-
ployees at a regular meet-
ing held Monday. This 
means every employee in 
the district ranging from 
teachers to bus drivers, 
janitorial, etc. will re-
ceive $500. KISD has 508 
employees.  

The administration 
also recommended a 
$500 stipend for teachers 

for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Teachers remaining 
with the district will re-
ceive this stipend in Au-
gust 2022. 

After discussing this 
proposal, Trustees Cory 
Garza, David R. Garcia, 
Brian Coufal, Elizabeth 
Ramos, and Delma Salinas 
voted yes. Trustees Col. 
Steven Crites and James 
Glusing voted against the 
proposal.

Crites said teachers de-
served more money and 
deserved a $1,000 stipend 
or more. 

KISD Superintendent 
Dr. Cissy Reynolds- Perez 
initiated the idea of re-
tention stipends and met 
with the financial people 
to make sure funds were 

available.  Funds were 
available through a feder-
al grant that will pay for 
the retention stipends. 

“I want to reassure the 
teachers we appreciate 
their dedication at KISD,” 
she said. “During the hol-
idays a $500 stipend can 
benefit all of our employ-
ees.”

In other action, the 
trustees unanimously 
approved the interlo-
cal agreement between 
KISD and Communities 
in Schools of the Coastal 
Bend. The Communities 
in School asked to con-
tinue its partnership with 
the KISD.  CIS cost will be 
$125, 641 funded with a 
federal grant.

The trustees also un-

imously approved the 
external audit contract of 
Raul Hernandez & Com-
pany, P.C. Certified Ac-
countants for fiscal years 
ending August 31, 2021 
and August 31, 2022.  

Also approved unani-
mously, was the Optional 
Flexible School Day Pro-
gram application for the 
2021-2022 school year for 
H.M. King High School. 

Trustees approved the 
2021-2022 proposed bud-
get and proposed tax rate 
times and dates. A public 
hearing on the budget 
will be held at 6 p.m.  on 
August 23 and August 24 
to approve the budget. 

Prior to the action item 
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The Bishop High 
School Future Farmers 
of American traveled to 
Fort Worth to attend the 
Texas FFA State Conven-
tion earlier this month. 

Treasurer Caroline Pe-
rez and Vice President 
Miguel Gaytan are two 
of the four seniors from 
Bishop’s FFA who at-
tended the convention.

The Texas FFA State 
Convention brings to-
gether every FFA chap-

ter in Texas. At the con-
vention, FFA members 
have the opportunity to 
meet other FFA chapters 
and learn from different 
FFA speakers.

During the conven-
tion, Gaytan was award-
ed his Lone Star Degree, 

which is the highest de-
gree one can receive at 
the high school level. 

Gaytan said that ev-
ery FFA member has the 
opportunity to earn this 
degree, but they must 
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