
sure of the 
piers, boat 
ramps and 
waterways 
in Kleberg 
County to 
out-of-coun-
ty residents. 
H o w e v e r , 

those living in the county 
may still use the facilities 
while practicing social 
distancing guidelines of 
staying six feet apart from 
others.

The second addition to 
the county’s order, Kle-
berg County Judge Rudy 
Madrid said, is instruc-
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Take me home
While closed to walk-ins, the Kingsville-Kleberg Health Department Animal Control 
and Care Center is allowing the public to schedule appointments to stop by and adopt or 
rescue dogs and cats housed inside the kennels. (Staff photo by Anthony Ruiz)

Anthony Ruiz

RepoRteR

The threat of the 
COVID-19 coronavirus 
has disrupted the lives 
for many in the commu-
nity as they follow local 
stay-at-home orders to 
help mitigate the spread 
of the virus.

One fallout of that 
strain has been felt as 
some pet owners, looking 
to reduce finances, have 
reached out about sur-
rendering their animals 
at the Kingsville-Kleberg 
Animal Control and Care 
Center 

“We’ve had people 
who have come here 
wanting to donate their 
dogs, or just surrender 
their dogs,” Health De-
partment Director Emilio 
Garcia said. “They just 
can’t take care of them.”

The shelter currently 
has 32 dog kennels, in-
cluding 10 outside, and 

28 cat kennels used to 
house the animals. While 
intake has been low since 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Garcia said 
they have tried to miti-
gate too many animals 
coming in through sur-
render or donation to en-
sure the shelter does not 
reach full capacity.

“We’ve been putting 
them on a waiting list,” 
he said. “They still have 
an obligation to those an-
imals, because they are 
the owners, to feed them 
and keep them healthy.”

When a cat or dog is 
picked up or surrendered 
to the animal shelter, 
Garcia said they are held 
for at least 72 hours. After 
that time, the animal can 
then be put up for adop-
tion or, at the shelter’s 
discretion, euthanized.

While overcrowding is 
always a concern, Garcia 
said the most common 
reason for euthanasia is 

Pets fall victim to tight budgets

Comparing notes
Dozens of Texas Departments of Public Safety state 
troopers arrived to help Bishop Police Department of-
ficials investigate a shooting that took place on April 1 
in front of the Dollar General in Bishop. (Staff photo by 
Frank Cardenas)

Setting up to livestream
Pastor Jack Willoughby of First Baptist Church in Kingsville waits for the camera to be 
set up for Sunday service on their livestream to Facebook. See story on Page 4. (Staff 
photo by Frank Cardenas)
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when the animal is too 
sick or injured.

“Unfortunately, if we 
can’t treat the animal, then 
we will have to put the 
animal down,” he said. 
“Especially if it’s parvo or 
distemper. You don’t want 
to bring those diseases 
into our facility to spread 
to the general population 
who are healthy.”

To help facilitate pet 
adoptions and reach out to 
rescue groups, Garcia said 
the animal shelter works 
closely with local organi-
zations such as the Kings-
ville Animal Advocates.

“Those groups help us 
keep our numbers low,” 
he said.

Sara Hamblin, a volun-
teer with Kingsville Ani-
mal Advocates, said that 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has created travel issues 
for many animal rescues 
as they comply with stay-
at-home orders and state 

FRAnk CARdenAs

RepoRteR

An Alabama man 
is being charged with 
first-degree murder and 
kidnapping charges after 
allegedly shooting anoth-
er man in the head in front 
of the Bishop Dollar Gen-
eral on April 1.

Bishop Police Depart-
ment officials said Jeremy 
Craig Rocha, 27, was taken 
into custody after alleged-
ly shooting and killing 
Benjamin Ronald Howell, 
41, outside of the Dollar 

General.
Howell, along with his 

girlfriend and her child, 
traveled with Rocha from 
Alabama to Bishop to vis-
it family.

Rocha, officials said, 
has ties to Corpus Christi.

At about 12:20 p.m. on 
April 1, officials said they 
received multiple calls 
from residents reporting 
a shooting at the Dollar 
General.

Howell was found 
dead, as witnesses to the 
shooting provided de-

scriptions of Rocha and 
where he traveled after 
the shooting.

Police found Rocha in 
a residence on Farm-to-
Market 70 a short time 
later.

Officials said a standoff 
took place at the residence 
until Rocha surrendered 
and was taken into custo-
dy without incident.

Two other men also 
were in the residence and 
were detained, but were 
later released officials 
said.

Officials said the two 
men inside the residence, 
the woman and child, Ro-
cha and Howell all were 
staying at the residence.

A search warrant of the 
residence was obtained 
by police and later exe-
cuted.

Officials said they 
found the alleged mur-
der weapon, a small cal-
iber handgun, and the 
suspect’s clothing, along 
with additional evidence.
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FRAnk CARdenAs

RepoRteR

Stay-at-home orders 
were extended by Kle-
berg County and City of 
Kingsville officials follow-
ing the announcement of 
a second positive case of 
the novel coronavirus in 
the county.

County commissioners 
voted to extend the stay-
at-home order through 
April 20 at 11:59 p.m.

The new order includes 
two new items amended 
into the order.

The first requires clo-

Rudy MAdRid

tion to limit only one 
member per household in-
side an essential business 
at a time, which mirrors 
Kingsville Mayor Sam Fu-
gate’s amendment to the 
city stay-at-home order, 
which he signed on April 
6.

Madrid issued a stay-at-
home order on March 26 
to limit the spread of nov-
el coronavirus, which was 
to run until April 8.

On April 1, the Kings-
ville City Commissioners 
extended their stay-at-
home order through April 
13.

All quiet

Order up!

Dispute fatal for Alabama man

Orders to stay at home
extended for city, county

Things are quiet at Kleberg County Airport where 
air traffic has come to a near stand-still.
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Kingsville ISD students are getting breakfast and 

lunch, drive-thru style.
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