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COVID-19 cases shows small increase in one week

The Kleberg County 
count of positive cases of 
COVID-19 reached 16 as 
of Tuesday, with 11 cases 
now released from isola-
tion.

Last Thursday, Kle-
berg County and City of 
Kingsville officials an-
nounced the 15th posi-
tive case of COVID-19 as 
a man in his 20’s was in 

close contact with an in-
dividual who was previ-
ously confirmed as a pos-
itive case.

The 16th case is a com-
munity spread case and 
is a woman who is in her 
later 70’s, officials said.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
Region 11 personnel are 
monitoring both the man 
and the woman as of 
Tuesday.

Kleberg County had 

two probable cases of 
COVID-19 that were not 
added to the count be-
cause they were not con-
firmed positive cases.

However, officials said 
the two probable cases 
have been released from 
isolation, making it an 
overall total of 13 cases 
removed from isolation 
in the area.

The county now has 
only four active positive 
cases of COVID-19 in the 

area, and Region 11 per-
sonnel are conducting 
contact tracing with all 
individuals to limit the 
spread of the novel coro-
navirus.

Kleberg County still 
only has one death due to 
COVID-19.

The Texas Military De-
partment will be return-
ing to the Kleberg Coun-
ty and City of Kingsville 
Joint Regional Testing 
Site at Dick Kleberg Park 

today, May 28.
An update on those 

testing numbers will be 
posted online at kingsvil-
lerecord.com.

In a statement posted 
on Monday, officials said 
the risk of COVID-19 “re-
mains a concern in our 
community.”

“Please continue to 
practice social distancing 
to the best extent possi-
ble and frequently wash 
your hands,” officials 

said in the statement. 
“(Gov. Greg Abbott) and 
both (Kleberg) County 
Judge (Rudy) Madrid and 
Mayo (Sam) Fugate high-
ly recommend you waer a 
mask when in public and 
social distancing cannot 
be practiced.”

City and county build-
ings are open by appoint-
ment only, and all parks 
run by both entities will 
remain open with safety 
precautions, officials said.

CONGRATULATIONS ALL GRADUATES!

Years of hard work have led you here today, 
and we’re honored to celebrate with all of you. 1310 E General Cavazos Blvd G, 

Kingsville, TX 78363

anthony ruiz

reporter

It was an afternoon of 
celebration – albeit from 
a safe distance – as 144 
graduates crossed the 
stage set up in front of 
the high school as their 
parents and siblings 
cheered them on from 
their vehicles during 

Bishop grads close chapter on unique year

park and concluding at 
the high school. Upon 
reaching the campus, 
students exited the ve-
hicles and lined up, one-
by-one and six feet apart 
outside the front of the 
high school.

Individual diplomas 
were placed inside a 
small vase next to the 
stage to minimize con-

tact with school person-
nel during the ceremony. 
Students then posed for 
photos on the stage be-
fore returning to their 
vehicles and entering 
the campus’s parking lot 
to view the rest of the 
ceremony.

Athletic awards were 
also handed out during 
commencement for stu-
dent athletes, as the dis-
trict was unable to hold 
its annual sports ban-
quet this year because of 
the pandemic.

After receiving their 
diplomas, graduates 
and their families were 
able to take additional 
pictures at designated 
backdrops placed along 
the campus perimeter.

Once all senior grad-
uates had crossed the 
stage, Superintendent 
Christina Gutierrez ad-
dressed the audience 
and thanked adminis-
trators and staff who 
she said worked hard to 
make the event possible.

“I am forever grateful 
for your persistence and 
creativity in putting this 
together,” she said.

Class salutatorian Vic-
toria Pimentel followed 
the superintendent with 
her salutatory address, 
where she outlined the 
things that she believes 

in after four years in 
high school: growth, 
perseverance and having 
a strong support system.

“I’m sure we are all 
tired of hearing about 
COVID-19, but I feel as 
one of the major chal-
lenges of our generation, 
we will all persevere 
and become a better and 
stronger generation for 
it,” Pimentel said.

Pimentel also thanked 
her teachers, family, 
friends and fellow grad-
uates during her speech. 
She concluded by telling 
her classmates to never 
forget what they believe 
in or who they are as in-
dividuals.

“I wish you all nothing 
but the best,” she said. 
“And I hope the future 
brings you everything 
you have ever wanted 
and more.”

Valedictorian Alyssa 
Trejo ended the ceremo-
ny with her valedictory 
speech where she reflect-
ed on the class’s jour-
ney through high school 
leading up to that eve-
ning’s graduation.

“Although our spring 
semester was nowhere 
near what we had 
planned or hoped for, I 

the Class of 2020 Bishop 
High School car parade 
and commencement cer-
emony held Friday.

Because of social 
distancing guidelines 
brought about because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Bishop Consolidat-
ed Independent School 
District had to forgo the 
traditional graduation 

format this year. For 
families and friends un-
able to attend because of 
the restrictions, the cer-
emony was broadcast on 
social media as well as 
on the radio.

The event began with 
a car parade through the 
streets of Bishop for the 
soon-to-be graduates, 
beginning at the city 

Senior parade
Bishop High School valedictorian Alyssa Trejo waves to school faculty as she enters the high school’s parking lot at the 
start of Friday’s graduation ceremony. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)

See “BiShop,” page 3

Riviera seniors place 
seal on final semester
Frank Cardenas

reporter

Although the Riviera 
Kaufer High School Class 
of 2020’s senior year was 
stopped short because 
of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, on Friday eve-
ning nearly 40 students 
were handed their diplo-
mas and celebrated in a 
unique graduation cere-
mony they would likely 
never forget.

A line formed from 

County Road 2335 and 
continued through Riv-
iera as a small parade was 
held for each graduate to 
be recognized in their in-
dividual vehicles on their 
way to the front of Kaufer 
High School.

Riviera residents, teach-
ers and neighbors waved 
as graduates drove by en 
route to the campus inside 
decorated vehicles.

Once at the high school, 
students walked out of 
their vehicles and sat in 

chairs waiting for them in 
front of a stage where they 
would later receive their 
diplomas while their fam-
ilies waited in the parking 
lot and watched the cere-
mony take place from afar.

The ceremony began 
with Kaufer High School 
Principal Patricia Thorn-
ton welcoming those in 
attendance.

“This is really happen-
ing,” Thornton said. “Your 

See “KaUFer,” page 13

Hats off grads
Many of the Riviera Kaufer High School graduates decorated their caps to commemorate 
their special achievement on Friday evening. 


