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The Kleberg County Com-
missioners approved and 
read a proclamation during 
their Monday meeting nam-

ing October 6-12 as National 
4-H Week.

This year’s theme is “In-
spire Kids to Do,” and Kle-
berg-Kenedy County 4-H stu-
dents and leaders will spend 
the week promoting the pro-

gram and participating in ser-
vice projects.

National 4-H Week cul-
minates with One Day 4-H 
on Saturday, Oct. 12, where 
4-H’ers will work with Animal 
Rescue Kleberg volunteers to 

clean kennels and construct 
beds.

For more information on 
4-H and youth programming, 
contact the Kleberg-Kenedy 
County AgriLife Extension 
office at (361) 595-8566.

National Night Out

Kleberg County has officially been awarded a $4.3 
million federal grant from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce Economic Development Administration, 
to support renovations of the J.K. Northway Exposi-
tion Center.

Kleberg County Judge Rudy Madrid made the an-
nouncement at this week’s Kleberg County Commis-
sioners meeting on Monday and thanked Kleberg 
County employees, Kleberg County Sheriff Richard 
Kirkpatrick, City of Kingsville officials and “all those 
who helped make this possible.” 

Madrid said in an interview in July that the EDA 
grant will fund renovations to the J.K. Northway as 
part of the Kleberg Regional Public Safety Training 
and Emergency Operations Command Center proj-
ect.

The project will create a regional training facility 
for first responders in the area, and an emergency 
command center for any natural disasters in the fu-
ture.

The facility will also be used for academic training 
for Texas A&M University-Kingsville, educational 
enhancement training for teachers in the local school 
districts and an upgraded site to host regional events 
in the area like the Kleberg-Kenedy County Junior 
Livestock Show.

“This is going to be a training facility, and a 
multi-complex coliseum by daytime,” Madrid said. 
“But it’s an emergency operation center by natural 
disaster.”

Madrid said the plans for the renovation include 
installing a helicopter pad for HALO Flight outside 

$4.3M grant for 
J.K. Northway 

officially awarded

KISD approves Austin School sale

The Kingsville Independent School 
District Board of Trustees approved a 
resolution during a special meeting held 
noon Friday to sell property housing the 
Weavers of Love soup kitchen to Kle-
berg County, along with a memoran-
dum of understanding with the county 
for  sheriff ’s deputies to serve as a school 

resource officer for the 2019-20 academ-
ic year.

Since 2015, the non-profit organi-
zation Weavers of Love has run a soup 
kitchen at the Austin School property, 
located at 720 E. Lee St., which they had 
been leasing from the KISD at $1 per 
year while providing their own mainte-
nance at the building.

The school board has attempted to sell 
the property during the past couple of 

years while volunteers with the organiza-
tion requested on multiple occasions that 
they consider options that would allow 
the Weavers of Love to continue opera-
tions at the site.

During the KISD board’s April 8 meet-
ing, Kleberg County Judge Rudy Madrid 
offered $1 for Kleberg County to pur-
chase the Austin School property to uti-

See Austin, Page 5A
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National 4-H Week is Oct. 6-12

In a 4-3 split vote, the Kingsville Independent School 
District Board of Trustees named assistant superinten-
dent Kamara Adams as the district’s interim superinten-
dent during a special meeting held at noon Friday.

Adams fills the vacancy left following the resignation 
of KISD Superintendent Elida Bera, who ended her ten-
ure with the district after the board accepted her resig-
nation during their Sept. 23 meeting. She served as the 
district’s superintendent for less than 10 months.

Adams was hired as the KISD assistant superinten-
dent of support services in December 2018. She had 
previously worked with Bera at Judson ISD as its human 
resources director.

Two men in Kingsville were taken to Christus Spohn 
Hospital Kleberg after being struck by a vehicle Monday 
morning.

Officials with the Kingsville Police Department said 
just after 9:20 a.m., a 69-year-old Kingsville man was 
traveling eastbound down Lott Avenue before he turned 
north on 15th Street.

According to reports, the driver was waving at friends 
on the side of the road while heading down 15th Street 
when he accidentally struck two men who were standing 
near a vehicle in the road.

Adams named 
KISD interim 

superintendent

Two pedestrians 
struck on 15th St.

See Adams, Page 5A

See Accident, Page 4A

Kleberg County Commissioners and County Judge Rudy Madrid stand with Kleberg-Kenedy County 4-H students and lead-
ers after reading a proclamation naming October 6-12 as National 4-H Week. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)
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Hundreds of children, par-
ents and other family mem-
bers came out to the Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville 
campus Tuesday evening 
for food, games and safety 
demonstrations during the 
annual Kingsville-Kleberg 
National Night Out event.
National Night Out is an 
annual community-building 
campaign that promotes po-
lice-community partnerships 
and neighborhood cama-
raderie to make neighbor-
hoods safer, better places to 
live.
The event is traditionally 
held on the first Tuesday in 
the month of October, bring-
ing together residents and 
law enforcement to increase 
awareness of community 
programs.
The Kleberg County Sher-
iff ’s Office, Kingsville Police 
Department and Texas A&M 
University-Kingsville Police 
Department sponsored the 
event, with dozens of ven-
dors providing free games, 
food and entertainment for 
attendees.
At top, McGruff the Crime 
Dog high fives attendees at 
the Kingsville Crime Stop-
pers booth during Tuesday’s 
event. At far right, Charlie 
Teague, 8, tries on a Kle-
berg County Sheriff ’s De-
partment tactical vest and 
helmet. (Photos by Anthony 
Ruiz)


