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Not horsing around
Cutting horse trainer and rider Gary Bellenfant rides 

Metallic Rey Mink to the NCHA Open Futurity Cham-
pionship crown in Fort Worth, Texas. 
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Steer clear of COVID-19
The cancellation of livestock shows in Houston 

and Austin affected local youth exhibitors during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The first death related to 
the novel coronavirus has 
been reported in Kleberg 
County, officials said in a 
release on Monday night.

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid and the City 
of Kingsville Mayor Sam 
Fugate said they were no-
tified this afternoon of the 
first death resulting from 
COVID-19 in Kleberg 
County and the City of 
Kingsville.

The release states the 
middle-aged man from 

COVID-19 death in Kleberg County
Frank Cardenas

reporter

Kingsville tested positive 
for COVID-19 on March 
27. This was the first case 
of the novel coronavirus 
in Kleberg County.

After being in quar-
antine and later seeking 
medical treatment, the 
man received treatment at 
an area hospital in Corpus 
Christi. 

The release states the 
man did have other un-
derlying health issues.

His case was travel-re-
lated, after the man re-
turned to Kingsville from 
Waco.

“This is a very dark day 

for our community and 
the Coastal Bend, one life 
lost is one too many,” Kle-
berg County Judge Rudy 
Madrid said in the release.

Both the City and Coun-
ty have released stay-at-
home orders in the area in 

order to curb the spread 
of the virus.

“This disease can be 
deadly, it is a danger that 
threatens our community 
and that is exactly why 
we have these orders in 
place,” Fugate said in the 
release.

Restrictions are in place 
to limit movement, per-
son-to-person contact and 
the spread of COVID-19, 
the release states.

The City of Kingsville 
extended their orders 
through April 30 at Mon-
day’s city commission 
meeting, and Kleberg 

County’s will run until 
April 20 at 11:59 p.m. with 
an extension to be dis-
cussed on that date.

“Nobody wants to put 
these orders in place, but 
these orders are needed 
for the safety of our com-
munity during this global 
pandemic” Fugate said in 
the release. “We do not 
want to lose anyone else 
to COVID-19, but that is 
going to require commu-
nity cooperation.”

There are still only two 
reported cases of the nov-
el coronavirus in Kleberg 
County as of Tuesday.

Keep out
Frank Cardenas

reporter

All Kingsville parks are 
closed until further notice, 
City of Kingsville officials 
announced last week.

On April 8, an announce-
ment was made on the City 
of Kingsville, TX Facebook 
page  of the closure of all 
city parks, including the 
closure of the L.E. Ramey 
Golf Course by order of the 
Kingsville City Manager 
Mark McLaughlin..

At a joint press conference 
with Kleberg County offi-
cials on April 9, Kingsville 
Mayor Sam Fugate said the 
city parks closing is a good 
thing for residents and the 

Parks closed down
Kingsville city parks are closed until further notice to help curb the spread of the novel 
coronavirus in the area. (Staff Photo by Frank Cardenas) 

city staff.
“It will slow down so-

cial gathering, but it will 
also give (the city) an op-
portunity to work on some 
stuff that we need to in our 
parks,” Fugate said. “When 
we open them back up, 
they’re going to be in a lot 
better shape.”

City Manager Mark Mc-
Laughlin said in a phone 
interview following the an-
nouncement on April 8, the 
decision to close the parks 
was made to follow Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s order 
to close all state parks and 
historic sites on April 7, in 
order to curb the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.

“The goal is to adhere to 

(Abbott’s) orders and when 
he closed down the state 
parks, I felt it was necessary 
to do the same to the parks 
in Kingsville,” McLaughlin 
said.

 McLaughlin said the 
decision was also made to 
encourage residents to con-
tinue to follow the city and 
county stay-at-home orders, 
as city officials continue to 
find ways to limit possible 
spread of the virus.

Individuals who are 
found in violation of the 
order, McLaughlin said, are 
subject to trespassing penal-
ties.

The Kleberg County 
parks were closed Eas-
ter weekend, but have 

Parks close for
social distancing

re-opened for use unless 
announced otherwise, Kle-
berg County officials said 
on Monday.

County officials ask to 
please continue to practice 
social distancing for the 
safety of the community.

The upcoming runoff 
elections for local and 
state office have been 
moved from May 26 to 
July 14, Kleberg County 
Clerk Stephanie Garza 
said late last week.

“The Secretary of 
State (office) got with 
all election administra-
tors and county clerks 
in Texas and gave the 
date and election calen-
dar that we’re going by,” 
Garza said.

Locally, the Republi-
can nomination for Pct. 
3 County Commissioner 
will be on the July bal-
lot. 

Jerry Martinez was 
the lead vote getter for 
the nomination in the 
March Primary with 
317 votes (49.38 per-
cent), compared to the 
199 votes (30.99 percent) 
received for Jacob Mo-
seley Sr. and 126 votes 
(19.63 percent) for Ricar-
do Perez. 

Martinez’ total, how-
ever, was less than 
50 percent of the vote 
needed to secure the 
nomination. He will 
face Moseley in the July 
runoff election.

The winner will face 
Democratic nominee 
Arturo “Artie” De La 
Rosa in November for 
the commissioner seat. 
De La Rosa defeated in-
cumbent Roy Cantu and 
challenger Pablo Soliz 
in the March Primary, 
receiving 53 percent of 
the vote.

On the Democrats’ 
side on the July bal-
lot will be the District 
27 State Senator race, 
where Democratic in-
cumbent Eddie Lucio Jr. 
will be in a runoff race 
with challenger Sara 
Stapleton Barrera.

Lucio received only 
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reporter

See “Runoff,” page 10

Runoffs set 
for July 14
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Bella’s surprise birthday parade
Frank Cardenas

reporter

In a time where the nov-
el coronavirus is prevent-
ing loved ones from gath-
ering to celebrate some of 
life’s better moments, the 
friends and family of one 
Kingsville teenager de-
cided to get creative.

Isabella “Bella” Trujano 
was expecting her 13th 
birthday to be more about 
staying home rather than 
celebrating her special 
day with her friends and 
family on April 9.

But thanks to careful 
planning from her par-
ents, while following 
rules of social distancing, 
Bella was given a sur- Big surprise

Isabella Trujano stands outside her home and wipes tears from her face as her friends and family pass by to wish her a 
happy birthday. . (Staff Photo by Frank Cardenas)


