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29th Ranch Hand Breakfast

Nursing home resident 
reunited with horses

2019 Ranch Hand 

Weekend fills downtown

Harvey Smith was moved 
to tears when several old 
friends of his visited the 
87-year-old at the Kleberg 
County Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center last week.

“This was a surprise be-
yond all surprises,” Harvey 
said.

For several years, Harvey 
raised a group of six minia-
ture horses that his wife, Von-

da, said were “his babies.”
“They had just the sweet-

est dispositions,” Vonda said. 
“And he loved them.”

Vonda said Harvey had 
taken to raising miniature 
horses following the death of 
his first wife, Virginia, who 
died of cancer in 2003.

“When we got married, he 
had them,” she said. “He did 
everything: wormed them, 
shoed them, gave them their 
shots, everything.”

While he loved raising his 

horses, Vonda said his ad-
vanced age and cancer treat-
ments eventually led Harvey 
to a difficult decision in 2012.

“He came in one day and 
said, ‘I just can’t take care of 
all of them anymore,’” Vonda 
said.

Vonda said Harvey reached 
out to a friend to look for 
buyers for his horses, though 
he hated the idea of them be-
ing sold off individually. She 

Hundreds of people flooded Downtown 
Kingsville for the 2019 Ranch Hand Festi-
val on Saturday, which featured live music, 
dance lessons, food, games and multi-
ple other activities for attendees to enjoy 
following the 29th Annual Ranch Hand 
Breakfast.

“It was a very big success,” Kingsville 
Tourism Director Janine Reyes said. “We 
already had a lot of vendors call and ask 
when our next big event is so they can take 
part in it. A lot of the vendors reported 
selling out their products, so there was a 

lot of participation this year.” 
From the Train Depot Museum and Kle-

berg Bank at the intersection of Pfc. Daniel 
Alarcon Street and Kleberg Avenue to the 
HEB parking lot on Eighth Street, Down-
town Kingsville was closed to traffic so the 
public could freely walk as they made their 
way around dozens of vendors, booths and 
food trucks, as well as browse the local 
downtown shops.

 “I am enjoying my time here,” Ydanissa 
Gonzalez, a native of Raymondville said of 
the festival. “It has been a lot of fun. I like 

Record numbers of people from all 
over the United States came to Kings-
ville Saturday for the 29th Annual 
Ranch Hand Breakfast on King Ranch.

Started in 1990, the annual Ranch 
Hand Breakfast is the only time of the 
year that the public is allowed to drive 
inside the gates of the historic King 
Ranch and enjoy an authentic cowboy 
breakfast comprised of eggs, refried 

beans, biscuits and gravy, sausage and 
tortillas.

Bob Cleek, Area Manager for King 
Ranch and one of the organizers of the 
breakfast, said this year’s effort solved 
some problems encountered last year, 
but created a few new wrinkles to work 
out for next year. 

“Last year we had a bit of a traffic 
problem. This year, our volunteers re-
ally kept the traffic moving, but that 
meant that the serving lines got a little 
long,” Cleek said. “We’re working on 

that for next year and are looking at 
additional lines and servers.”

The estimate for this year’s atten-
dance is 6,000, far surpassing last year’s 
record attendance of 5,200, Cleek said.

“All in all it was a great event. We 
had wonderful weather, which really 
affects how many people come out,” 
Cleek said. “To all the volunteers and 
employees who make it happen, I’m 
just very grateful and we had a won-

Parents, teachers and students filled the boardroom 
during the Santa Gertrudis Independent School District’s 
school board meeting last Wednesday in support of Su-
perintendent Veronica Alfaro and Athletic Director Ivory 
Dillard as trustees considered their continued employ-
ment with the district.

In July 2018, Alfaro was named the district’s interim 
superintendent after the school board unanimously ac-
cepted the resignation of its former superintendent, Corey 
Seymour. In May 2019, Alfaro was offered a one-year con-
tract and named the lone finalist for the position.

Alfaro has served as an educator for 26 years, with 15 
years in the Santa Gertrudis ISD, including six years as the 
Academy High School principal. She has also served as the 
district’s director of advanced studies and as the executive 
director of school improvement and instruction.

Dillard joined the SGISD in February 2018, taking over 
the athletic director position from Bradley Chavez, who 
resigned after just eight months to take over the same role 
in Edcouch-Elsa.

Prior to becoming a coach, Dillard played football in the 
1990s for Florida A&M University as well as professionally 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers and Jacksonville Jaguars.

Under Dillard’s leadership as head football coach, the 
Santa Gertrudis Academy Lions finished the 2018 season 
with a 3-7 record, winning only one game in District 16-
3A, Division I play.

In 2019, the Lions went winless with a 0-10 record. 

SGISD AD and 
superintendent 
get community 

support
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Harvey Smith was reunited with six miniature horses he used to own last week during 
their surprise visit to the Kleberg County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. Harvey had 
not seen the horses since at least 2012. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)

Hot coals were a necessity during the 29th Annual Ranch Hand Breakfast Saturday as organizers worked to keep the food 
warm for an estimated 6,000 attendees. (Photo by Christopher Maher)
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The Ranch Hand Festival had multiple vendors and food trucks and also included a Kids’ 
Corral for all children to enjoy. (Photo by Frank Cardenas)
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