
K
ingsville recor

Da nd Bishop news

Kingsville Record 

nd Bishop News

Follow 

us on:

@KRBNSports

@KRBNNews
@KRBNNews

Kingsville 

Record and 

Bishop News

Thursday Edition Vol 113 • Issue 15
October 10, 2019Kingsville • Texas • 78363

$1.50
www.KingsvilleRecord.com

‘Tough decisions’ for ranchers

Grupo Vidal nominated for Latin Grammy

For more than three decades, Javi-
er Vidal has been performing with his 
brothers as a part of the Tejano band Gru-
po Vidal. After 10 albums and countless 
live performances, the band received its 
first-ever Latin Grammy Award nomina-
tion in September for Best Tejano Album 
with their 2018 release, “Nunca Te Rindas.”

“This is the first time we’ve ever gotten 
nominated for anything, outside of being 
recognized for our longevity by the Tejano 
ROOTS Hall of Fame a few years back,” 
first singer and bajo sexto player Javier 
Vidal said. “And just to be nominated is a 
win in itself.”

Vidal said the group has had several 
name changes throughout the years, but 
the heart of the group has always remained 
the same with brothers Javier, Rudy, Ron-
nie and Daniel performing together.

“My brother Rudy started all of this,” he 
said. “It was his dream to have his broth-
ers sing with him. He just loved music, 

and that’s where Grupo Vidal started.”
Vidal said the group got their start in 

the mid-1980s pantomiming New Edi-
tion and Jackson Five songs at the local 
Walmart.

“Right there in front of the food court,” 
he said. “And we used to do talent shows 
at the (H.M. King) High School and Texas 
A&I (University). At that time, it was us 
and a couple of our cousins.”

Vidal said while they were not yet a 
band at that time — the instrumental 
accompaniment came from tape record-
ings — the singing performances of the 
then-unnamed group were all them.

“We were just kids going out there do-
ing what we loved to do,” he said. “Sing-
ing, dancing and having a good time, and 
that took us down a road where we were 
pretty much performing anywhere and 
everywhere we could.”

The group was especially meaningful to 
brother Rudy, Vidal said, who had been a 
dialysis patient after suffering from kid-
ney failure at the age of 12.

“And with someone on kidney dialysis, 

it can go one of two ways,” he said. “You 
can do the treatment and feel depressed 
about your life, or you take the other side 
and be a role model. And for Rudy, he al-
ways took the other side because it was 
just a part of his life and he wanted to 
show that he could do anything he set his 
mind to. That was his mentality.”

Vidal said while he and his brothers had 
a lot of fun in those early days, music did 
not become a serious focus until a few 
years later, after watching the 1987 film 
“La Bamba.”

“I was 12 or 13 when I saw the movie 
with my father, and I was excited from 
what I saw and heard,” he said. “As soon as 
I walked out of that movie, I told him that 
I wanted to play like that.”

Vidal said his father, Robert, was him-
self a musician who performed with El 
Conjunto Bernal.

“He was their first singer,” he said. “He 
recorded songs with them, and they had 
hits, and he taught me how to play the 
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Cattle ranchers are facing some 
tough decisions in the coming months 
as a drier-than-average year could 
lead to the need to sell off some of 
their herds heading into 2020.

“This year has been very dry,” Kle-
berg-Kenedy County Extension Agent 
Frank Escobedo said. “We started off 
last fall with some moisture in the 
ground, but overall for the year we’re 

probably about six to eight inches be-
low from where we need to be.”

Escobedo said going into 2019, Kle-
berg County had a good amount of 
soil moisture from the previous year’s 
rainfall.

“But then January, February and 
even mid-March was pretty dry,” he 
said. 

Escobedo said while late March, 
April and early June brought in some 
rain, after that “the faucet was turned 
off.”

“And then we didn’t get anything 
until about a month ago,” he said. 
“Typically, our average down here is 
between 18 to 23 inches of rain for the 
year.”

Escobedo said the county isn’t in a 
drought situation at this time. Howev-
er, with the start of the fall season and 
expected cooler temperatures, he said 
grass growth will begin to slow down, 
providing less forage for grazing cat-

The Kleberg-Kenedy County Toys for Tots campaign 
will officially kick off its fundraising efforts next Thurs-
day with its second annual “Lip Sync Battle” at the Salazar 
Building in Kingsville. The public is invited to attend the 
free event and vote for their favorite performers through 
monetary donations.

“Everybody should come out because it’s going to be a 
good time,” Stefanie Perryman, coordinator for the Kle-
berg-Kenedy County Toys for Tots, said.

“There’s nothing like this in Kingsville,” co-coordinator 
Rebecca Sanchez added.

Started in 1987, the local Toys for Tots campaign col-
lects money and new, unopened toy donations from Oc-
tober to mid-December every year. Donations are used 
to provide underprivileged area children gifts of toys for 
Christmas.

In addition to serving children in Kleberg and Kenedy 
counties, the campaign also provides toys for children in 
Bishop. Last year, the campaign provided toys for nearly 
1,800 children.

While in prior years, the kickoff event did not serve as 
a fundraiser, Perryman said they had to make a change 
in 2018 after the campaign lost a significant amount of 
funding when Toys ‘R’ Us closed all of its stores after filing 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2017.

The Kleberg-Kenedy County Toys for Tots campaign 
had received about $9,000 worth of toys annually through 
the retail chain prior to the store closures.

To offset that loss, Perryman and Sanchez decided to 
incorporate a “Lip Sync Battle” into last year’s kickoff 
event.

“And we raised just over $8,000,” Perryman said. “It 
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Sponsorships sought for 
Main Street art project

The Kingsville Main Street Advisory 
Board is seeking sponsorship donations for 
an upcoming, and ongoing, community art 
project that will install several sculptures 
in Downtown Kingsville on an annual ro-
tating basis.

“We’re hoping to have seven sculptures, 
but it depends on how much more we can 
bring in,” Downtown Manager Cynthia 
Martin said. “We still need about $5,000 to 
get up to that number.”

Beginning in late November, the art 
sculptures will be on display for 12 months 

in a variety of locations in the historic 
downtown area on or around E. Kleberg 
Avenue, from the Downtown Pavilion to 
Kleberg Bank to the K.A. Childs Building 
across from HEB.

“So the art will be on display in a very 
public space,” Martin said. “And it will 
bring people downtown.”

The project started as an idea from Todd 
Lucas, a Main Street Advisory board mem-
ber and chair for Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Kingsville’s art department.

“(The board) wanted to do something 
with art downtown, and I have a family 
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Brothers Javier and Daniel Vidal are the lead singers 
in Grupo Vidal. (Submitted photo)

New training facility open 
for sheriff ’s department

A renovated skeet shooting range in Kle-
berg County has become the newest train-
ing ground for law enforcement around 
the Coastal Bend thanks to work done by 
the Kleberg County Sheriff ’s Office.

Last week, Kleberg County Judge Rudy 
Madrid said more than a year-and-a-half 
ago, he and Kleberg County Sheriff Rich-
ard Kirkpatrick discussed the possibility 
of creating a regional training facility to 
be used by the Kleberg County Sheriff ’s 
Department, which would be located “ad-
jacent to NAS-Kingsville and behind the 

L.E. Ramey Golf Course.”
The facility was to be used to train of-

ficers on emergency situations the KCSO 
would face, as well as others in the area.

As of last week, the newly renovated 
training grounds were officially completed 
using money from the KCSO’s asset forfei-
ture funds.

“When we first started this, it’s what I 
called a ‘diamond in the rough,’” Kirkpat-
rick said. “It’s taken on some changes but 
all of these changes and everything we’ve 
done out here has come at zero cost to the 
taxpayers.”

See Training, Page 4A

Lower-than-average rainfall in 2019 could lead many area ranchers to sell off more cattle at lower market prices this fall and 
winter to compensate for less forage growth in the fields. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)
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