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Now Welcoming

New Smiles
                   Tanya P. Lawhon, D.D.S.

116 South 4th Street, Kingsville

(361) 595-4121

312 South Avenue B, Bishop

(361) 584-2217 
www.LawhonDental.com

Family Dentistry

Orthodontic (Braces)
Exam & Records

$100

JANUARY SPECIAL
PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2021

Expires
01-30-2021

When was the last time you 
had a dental check up?

See “ConStruCtion” on pg. 5

See “regiStrar” on pg. 5

See “Hollywood” on pg. 3

Construction begins on USS Kingsville
terry Fitzwater

publiSHer

The official commis-
sioning of the USS Kings-
ville (LCS 36) is still over 
three years away, but it’s 
Anchors Aweigh for the 
future Navy combat ship 
as construction began on 
the future USS Kingsville 
(LCS 36) last week.  

The future USS Kings-
ville will be an Indepen-
dence-variant littoral 
combat ship. LCS 36, be-
ing constructed in Mobile 
Bay, AL by ship builder 
Austral, will join an exist-
ing fleet of 13 LCS-combat 
craft Navy ships, and last 
week when Austral cut 

metal for the USS Kings-
ville, they have five more 
LCS ships under construc-
tion.

“It is really incredible 
to think that our South 
Texas town will have a 
battleship carrying our 
name protecting the coun-
try,” said Manny Salazar, 
President/CEO of the 
Kingsville Chamber of 
Commerce.  “The commis-
sioning of the future USS 
Kingsville is a huge deal 
for our community, it is a 
source of pride for our cit-
izens and is a tremendous 
honor that few communi-
ties receive.” 

With last week’s initial 
cutting of metal for the 

future USS Kingsville, a 
series of other milestones 
will follow before the ship 
is officially commissioned 
in the summer of 2024.

The first--the naming 
of the ship--has already 
occurred. The second step 
is the laying of the keel, 
slated for early 2022, fol-
lowed by the launching 
of the ship (winter, 2022), 
christening (winter, 2022), 
Acceptance or Sea Trials 
(August, 2023), delivery 
(September, 2023), Sail 
Away (February, 2024) and 
actual Commissioning in 
the summer of 2024 when 
the name of the ship will 

COVID-19 registrar is 
being hired by county

Commissioners extend 
COVID-19 pay until April

Rudy Madrid

laura newman

reporter

laura newman

reporter

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid said he is 
determined to receive 
more vaccines and get the 
citizens of Kleberg Coun-
ty vaccinated at Kleberg 
County Commissioners 
Court meeting on Mon-
day afternoon. 

Due to the overwhelm-
ing number of calls that 
Judge Madrid’s office has 
been receiving, Madrid 

announced he has hired 
a temporary full-time 
COVID-19 Registrar to 

help with the high vol-
ume of calls.

At the Monday after-
noon meeting, Madrid 
said the responsibilities 
of the Registrar position 
are as follows: accepting 
and returning phone 
calls to anyone 65 or 
older who wants to get 
the COVID-19 vaccine; 
getting all of the contact 
information from the 
callers and putting their 

Kleberg County Com-
missioners Court voted 
to extend the Family First 
Coronavirus Response 
Act (FFCRA) and ap-
proved a change to the 
amended plat of Gonzalez 
Estates at Monday after-
noon’s regular scheduled 
meeting. 

Under the FFCRA, em-
ployees receive up to 80 
hours of paid time if they 

have to miss work due to 
COVID-19 related con-
cerns.

On Jan. 1, the FFCRA 
expired; so Commission-
ers were asked to decide 
whether or not to extend 
FFCRA through March 31, 
2021. 

At Monday’s meeting, 
they voted to approve the 
extension of the FFCRA 
through March 31, 2021 
for up to 80 hours for any 
county employee who 
has missed work for a 

COVID-19 related concern.
County Commissioners 

also voted to approve an 
amendment of the plat for 
Gonzales Estates. 

The change to the plat 
for Gonzalez Estates al-
lowing a shift to be made 
on a private road on the 
property. 

The road will shift west 
about 35 feet, and now 
every lot is a half-acre or 
greater. The commissioner 
has approved and signed 
the new plat. 

Hollywood comes to KISD board meeting
terry Fitzwater

publiSHer

The Kingsville ISD 
school board received a 
lot of good financial news 
at its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on Mon-
day night, but they also 
got quite a surprise: Hol-
lywood came to Kings-
ville to congratulate the 
school district.

Thanks to efforts by stu-
dents, teachers and staff at 
Harrel Elementary School, 
Barry Williams--the actor 
who portrayed Greg Brady 
on the classic TV sitcom 
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The Brady Bunch--sent a 
video to the school prais-
ing the school, the admin-
istration and the school 
board for doing a wonder-
ful job in taking care of 
the education of the stu-
dents at Harrel. The video 
lasted less than a few min-
utes, but everyone who 
saw it was pleased with 
the effort and outreach by 
Harrel Elementary, and 
many administrators and 
board members smiled at 
the memory of watching 
The Brady Bunch.

There was other posi-
tive news that came out of 

Barry Williams

Monday’s meeting as well.
The board voted unan-

imously to approve a mo-

tion, which would poten-
tially allow the KISD to 
lower the interest rate it 
pays on certain long-term 
taxable bonds. Current-
ly, the interest rate KISD 
pays on the bonds is over 
four percent, but there is 
a 90-day window the dis-
trict has to hopefully re-
duce its rate which could 
possibly save the district 
well over a million dollars 
over the life of the bond 
issuance. If they can get 
the rate their lawyers and 
financial people present-
ed last night, the district 
could start seeing sav-

ings of over $60,000 a year 
starting with the 2021-2022 
budget year, and the low-
er interest rate would be 
fixed until the maturity of 
the bonds.

The board also received 
good news on the tech-
nology front, as Dr. Juan 
Diego Vazquez-Cruz, 
the Director of Instruc-
tional Technology for 
the KISD, informed the 
board they had received 
an E-Rate certified fund-
ing grant to the equivalent 
of $189,764.60. According 
to Dr. Vazquez-Cruz, the 
total commitment to tech-

nology improvements on 
the various KISD cam-
puses would amount to 
$223,252.45, with the dis-
trict contributing a total 
of 15 percent of the total 
cost--which was within 
the amount budgeted for-
-or $33,487.87.

“This is great news 
for our campuses, be-
cause this allows us to 
upgrade our equipment 
and switches at many 
locations,” he said. “Gil-
lett Intermediate will see 
the biggest benefit, with 


