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An interactive exhibit 
showcasing South Texas cul-
ture through the artwork of 
famed Chicana artist Car-

men Lomas Garza will be on 
permanent display at Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville’s 
Conner Museum beginning 
next Friday evening, with a 
VIP event featuring food, live 
music and a walk through 

with the artist herself.
“It’s going to be a big, big 

night,” Conner Museum Di-
rector Jonathan Plant said. 
“We’re really excited to have 
this exhibit.”

Garza was born in Kings-

ville and is an alumna of Tex-
as A&I University, and her 
art portrays everyday lives of 
Mexican-American families 
living in South Texas based 
on her own memories and 
experiences.

“She paints scenes from 
her childhood, and (her 
paintings) encourage peo-
ple to think about their own 
stories and traditions,” Plant 
said.

Originally a traveling ex-
hibit before it was refur-
bished and made a perma-
nent display at the Thinkery 
in Austin, “En Mi Familia” 
is an interactive experience 
that allows patrons to step in-
side four of Garza’s paintings 
through multi-sensory dis-
plays that depict the sights, 
sounds, smells and feel of 
Hispanic home life.

“The exhibit is very fo-
cused on themes of family 
and heritage,” Plant said. 
“And it’s designed as an im-
mersive experience where 

High school football 

returns to Friday nights

The Kleberg County Commissioners Court is set to 
vote on its proposed budget and tax rate Monday, fol-
lowing a public hearing and meeting this past Tues-
day.

The proposed budget for the 2019-20 fiscal year 
is $16,013,520, an increase over last year’s budget of 
$15,408,133.93, although the number could change 
between now and Monday, County Auditor Melissa 
Green said on Wednesday.

Pct. 3 Commissioner Roy Cantu said although the 
budget is balanced, he is still going to look at some 
other departments in the county to make sure their 
items are “necessary for our budget” for the fiscal year.

Pct. 1 Commissioner David Rosse said he was in 
support of the budget, but questioned the lack of 
county employee raises to the budget.

Later in the meeting, Kleberg County Clerk Steph-
anie Garza and Kleberg County Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor Melissa T. De La Garza both shared concerns with 
the commissioners that the county was going forward 
with a budget that did not include pay increases for 
hourly county employees.

“I think that it’s too bad that the employees can’t get 
a raise; I do understand both sides of the coin,” Garza 
said. “I think that we’ve been up here plenty of times 
and said that ‘this and that’ needs to be done, and it 
doesn’t get done. So if we’re going to work on it, then 
we need to work at it and really aim for helping the 
employees move up (in wages), however we can get 
them up.

“For everything that these ladies do, and yet being 
underpaid — they still do it because they need jobs, 

County to 
vote on tax 

rate Monday

SGISD adopts new budget and tax rate

The Santa Gertrudis Independent 
School District Board of Trustees ap-
proved adopting the district’s budget 
and tax rate for the 2019-20 academic 
year last Wednesday, with anticipated 
revenues exceeding expenditures for 
the first time since 2016-17.

During the 2017-18 and 2018-19 

school years, the SGISD school board 
approved budgets that included project-
ed deficits that resulted from the loss of 
Additional State Aid in Tax Reduction, 
or ASATR, funding as the state phased 
out the program.

The district managed to offset the 
majority of those deficits, however, 
through state hardship grants. Last year, 
the district adopted a budget where ex-
penditures exceeded revenues by about 

$276,000.
During a public hearing held last 

Wednesday, SGISD Business Director 
Amanda Ramirez presented the school 
board the district’s 2019-20 proposed 
budget, with  $8,417,680 in projected 
revenue and $8,207,680 in expendi-
tures.

“As you can see, we’re going to end up 

See SGISD, Page 4A
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Conner opens ‘En Mi Familia’

Staff Report

A new retail store has been proposed for Downtown 
Kingsville on the site of the former Kingsville Publishing 
Company building. A developer working on behalf of Dol-
lar General finalized a purchase of the Kingsville Publishing 
Building and its adjoining lot in the 100 block of Fifth Street 
downtown last week.

Plans submitted to the City of Kingsville Planning and 
Zoning Department call for a demolition of the building, 
which could begin in the next few weeks. Proposed plans 
for a new Dollar General store submitted to the city show an 
entrance and parking lot facing King Street and a new build-
ing to be constructed where the vacant building exists today.

When contacted by the Kingsville Record and Bishop 
News Friday, Angela Petkovic, a public relations spokes-
person for Dollar General said the company is in the “due 

The King Ranch Saddle Shop will host the fourth an-
nual Fiesta de Paloma next Saturday to kick off the open-
ing of dove hunting season in Texas with free food, live 
music, vendors and craft demonstrations.

“It’s the south zone dove hunting opening weekend,” 
Rose Morales, general manager of the King Ranch Sad-
dle Shop, said. “So our hunters can go out and hunt, and 
then come out and enjoy the good food and good music 
with our local community.”

Started in 2016, the event began in the parking lot of 

Dollar General 
store planned 
for downtown

Fiesta De Paloma 
set for next Saturday

See Conner, Page 4A

See Dollar General, Page 4A

See Fiesta, Page 3A

‘En Mi Familia,’ an interactive exhibit showcasing South Texas life as seen in the artwork of 
Carmen Lomas Garza, will be on permanent display at TAMUK’s Conner Museum begin-
ning next Friday. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)
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Cade Dupont avoids a defender in the Bishop Badgers’ 9-0 loss to the London Pirates. For a wrap up of last week’s games 
and previews of the upcoming matches, see Page 9A. Live, in-game updates are provided on Twitter @KRBNSports. (Photo 
by Frank Cardenas)

See County, Page 3A


