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Long time, no see

Senior spirit
Nursing home resident Lupe Gonzalez waves a purple pom-pom as cars pass by during 
the Lone Star Ranch Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center’s family parade held last 
week. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz) See “Parade,” Page 4See “COVId,” Page 7

See “rIVIera,” Page 4

See “gymS,” Page 4

Close to 80 elderly resi-
dents lined the front of the 
Lone Ranch Rehabilita-
tion and Healthcare Cen-
ter as family and friends 
– many of whom they had 
not seen in almost two 
months – drove by shout-
ing and waving signs as 
part of a special car pa-
rade held last Wednesday.

“We had a great turn-
out,” Victoria Breeden, 
administrator for Lone 
Star Ranch Rehabilitation, 
said. “Thanks to all of the 
families.”

Breeden said because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the center has been closed 
to outside visitors since 
early March.

“So we wanted to cre-
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In a 5-2 split, the Riv-
iera Independent School 
District approved the cre-
ation of a second assistant 
principal position to serve 
at all three of the district’s 
campuses beginning in 
the 2020-21 school year.

Superintendent Karen 
Unterbrink presented the 
new position to the board 
during Monday evening’s 

HMK seniors receive signs
Senior Joseph Sandoval was all smiles as he, along with close to 200 of his fellow Class 
of 2020 soon-to-be graduates, received a specialized yard sign last Thursday in front of 
H.M. King High School. KISD board trustees, administration and athletic staff cele-
brated the seniors with noisemakers as they stepped one-by-one out of their vehicles to 
receive their custom signs. (Photo by Frank Cardenas)
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regular meeting. Unter-
brink said the additional 
assistant principal was 
needed as the district was 
anticipating “gaps in stu-
dent learning” because of 
the lost classroom time 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

She said next school 
year could possibly be a 
mix of in-school instruc-
tion and remote learning, 
and another assistant 
principal would be benefi-

cial in helping to “acceler-
ate our instruction.”

“We are going to need 
all hands on deck and 
then some,” Unterbrink 
said.

Unterbrink said the new 
position would serve at all 
of the district’s campus-
es, which include Nanny 
Elementary School, De La 
Paz Middle School and 
Kaufer High School. The 
district’s current assistant 
principal, Diana Guerre-

ro-Pena, serves all three 
campuses as well.

The superintendent said 
while the current assis-
tant principal’s duties are 
mainly focused on disci-
pline and attendance, the 
new position would be 
focused on instructional 
support, program evalua-
tions and providing pro-
fessional development.

Unterbrink said district 
was taking a “proactive 
approach” to the position, 

and told the board that 
if they waited too long 
then the applicant pool 
would be “very small.” 
She also said while add-
ing the position “is defi-
nitely something that we 
can do,” it would require 
some tweaking such as no 
longer hiring two of their 
education consultants that 
the district has hired on a 
regular basis in the past.

In addition, Unterbrink 
said she could say the 

position would be sus-
tainable given the cur-
rent circumstances, and if 
there are additional cuts 
to school funding at the 
state level because of the 
pandemic, she might not 
recommend an applicant 
to the board.

Prior to the vote, trust-
ee Teresa May brought 
up her concern about 
the district’s administra-
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Kleberg County’s count 
of total positive COVID-19 
cases has reached 14 as of 
Tuesday morning, after 
three new cases were add-
ed to last week’s total.

The 12th case, which 
was announced last 
Thursday, is a man in his 
50’s who had close con-
tact with another positive 
case of COVID-19, Kleberg 
County and City of Kings-
ville officials said.

On Friday, two more 
cases were announced by 
officials, as two women in 
their 20’s were confirmed 
by officials.

The cases were unre-
lated, officials said, as 
one case was caused by 
person-to-person contact 
with another positive 
case of COVID-19, while 
the other is a communi-
ty-spread case.

Local officials have not 
been notified if the recent 
positive cases are results 
of the free testing admin-
istered by the Texas Mil-
itary Department at the 
Kleberg County and City 
of Kingsville Remote Joint 
Testing Site at Dick Kle-
berg Park.

All three cases remain 
in isolation, officials said.

Officials said they are 
still awaiting confirmation 
on two more cases, which 
can possibly be added to 
Kleberg County’s total 
count. More information 
on those two possible cas-
es will be available at a lat-
er date.

Cases that have been re-
moved from isolation has 
also increased, officials 
said, with a total count of 
nine.

Free testing also took 
place on Monday at Dick 

The start of the year was 
supposed to mean new 
beginnings for Joshua 
Watrous, the owner and 
operator of Kingsville’s 
newest gym, Old School 
Iron STX. 

The gym equipment 
had been set up in the new 
building on 907 E. Corral 
in Kingsville, and despite 
a few setbacks in the first 
two months of the year, 
Watrous was looking for-
ward to opening the doors 
of his gym in March.

However, three days be-
fore passing inspection for 
his businesses certificate 
of occupancy, Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott issued the or-
ders for Texas businesses 
to shut down, which put 
opening his newest ven-

Gyms reopen in Kingsville
ture on hold.

“After a lengthy process 
starting in December, we 
were never able to open 
before the shutdown,” 
Watrous said. “We were 
very upset, of course, as 
we had to continue paying 
utilities and rent without 
any revenue.  These last 
two months have been 
stressful to say the least.”

Last week, Gov. Abbott 
made the announcement 
that gyms would be able 
to open, with recommen-
dations and guidelines to 
help slow the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

The announcement ex-
cited Watrous and his 
staff, but he said they will 
“remain very cautious” 
and keep customer safety 
their first priority. 

Watrous is recommend-
ing that all customers who 

enter Old School Iron STX 
adhere to CDC guidelines 
for social distancing, and 
will limit occupancy to 
only 28 gym goers at a 
time and no more than 
two lifters per group.

“We have also installed 
new hand sanitizer dis-
pensers, (placed) ex-
tra disinfectant sprays 
throughout the gym and 
(we) are monitoring the 
size of groups and en-
suring proper sanitation 
of equipment after use,” 
Watrous said. 

“Everyone needs to con-
tinue being as cautious as 
possible.  I think we all 
know the pandemic and 
it’s toll on life and com-
merce are far from over.  
But as a community, we 
should continue to sup-
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