
In a 4-0 vote, the Bishop 
City Council approved 
during a special session 
Monday to adopt a reso-
lution in support of a pro-
posed $8.5 million rental 
housing development 
planned to be constructed 
just north of Bishop.

The proposed housing 
project, called Casitas Los 
Ebanos, will be located on 
eight acres of property north 
of County Road 70 on CR 
81A near Bishop. It is being 
developed by “come dream. 
come build.” or CDCB, for-
merly known as the Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration of Brownsville. 
CDCB is a non-profit orga-
nization.

According to documenta-
tion for the project, the $8.5 
million, 8-acre development 
will have 50 single fami-
ly-style one- and two-story 
home rental units and will 
include amenities like a 
flood resistant design, play-

ground and green space, 
laundry room, community 
room, office space, leasing 
office and a mailbox kiosk.

Other CDCB housing 
projects include the 56-unit 
La Hacienda Casitas in Har-
lingen, the 80-unit Casitas 

Los Olmos in Raymond-
ville and the 50-unit Casita 
Azucar that has been under 
construction since June in 
Santa Rosa. 

During Monday’s spe-
cial meeting, CDCB Real 
Estate Development Di-

rector Chloe Dotson gave a 
presentation on Casitas Los 
Ebanos to the city council.

Dotson said the housing 
development would be 
similar to the CDCB’s other 
“casitas” projects, but will 
feature a different design 

that would “reflect what the 
community wants.”

One unique feature that 
was recently added to the 
site plan, Dotson said, was 
the inclusion of a larger 
laundry facility “that could 
be used by the entire com-
munity.”

Dotson said construction 
time for CDCB’s housing 
project are generally be-
tween nine months and a 
year after closing.

After the presentation, 
Councilmember Bill Bo-
swell asked about water and 
sewer lines to the housing 
development as the Nueces 
Water Authority would not 
be able to supply water to 
that area.

City Attorney Gerald 
Benadum said the city has 
had discussions with Dod-
son and the CDCB about 
those issues.

“We will need a capaci-
ty study of both the water 
system and the sewage 
system,” Benadum said. 
“So we’re trying to move 

It was a cold and drizzly day five 
years ago when the first Kingsville 
Farmers Market was held at the 
Downtown Pavilion on N. Sixth 
Street. Even with less-than-ideal 
conditions, an estimated 400 to 500 
people braved the rainy weather to 
see what the new venture was all 
about.

“We were worried about that first 
market,” Charlie Simons, manager 
of the Kingsville Farmers Market, 
said. “We were sweating it going in, 

but it worked out great and we had 
a huge turnout on a very cold, wet 
day.”

Last Saturday, the weather was 
much more favorable as seasoned 
regulars and first-timers alike 
shopped for homegrown, home-
made and handcrafted goods, crafts 
and wares on sale from more than 
dozens of area vendors celebrating 
the fifth anniversary of the monthly 
farmers market.

“It’s very satisfying to have sus-
tained a long and loyal following 
for the market,” Simons said. “The 
community has been fantastic, as 

have the vendors and the City of 
Kingsville.”

Simons said a big part of the mar-
ket’s success has been in having a 
diverse group of vendors who bring 
a variety of quality goods consistent-
ly every month.

“We still get about 35 to 40 ven-
dors every month,” he said. “And 
the public keeps coming back for 
more.”

Homer Garza is one such vendor 
who has participated in the farmers 
market since day one. Known by the 
moniker “The Bee Man,” the Riviera 
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Town Hall
Forum

The Kingsville 
Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a Town Hall 
Forum on March 5, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The forum will pro-
vide residents and 
business owners an 
opportunity to provide 
input on the future of 
the Kingsville Chamber 
of Commerce.

The event is free and 
open to the public. 
It will be held at the 
Henrietta Memorial 
Center, located at 405 
N. Sixth St.

For more informa-
tion, contact Manny 
Salazar at (361) 592-
6438.

Kaufer Early 
College HS 

Meeting

Kaufer Early College 
High School will hold 
a mandatory meeting 
for all current eighth 
grade students and 
their parents/guard-
ians on March 3, from 
5:30 to 6 p.m. The event 
will allow attendees to 
meet KECHS staff, get 
familiar with the high 
school and meet future 
classmates.

Game Night

A free Game Night 
will be held at The Nov-
el Blend coffee shop 
and bookstore on Feb. 
29, from 7 to 10 p.m.

Anyone is invited to 
attend, and people are 
encouraged to bring 
guests to take part in 
the evening of playing 
games.

Attendees can bring 
their own games or play 
some of those in stock at 
The Novel Blend.

A Look
Ahead
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Farmers Market cultivates 
community relationships
Anthony Ruiz
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Early 
voting 
off to 

slow start

Turnout was low for 
the first week of early 
voting in the March Pri-
mary Election, according 
to numbers provided 
by the Kleberg County 
Clerk’s office, with only 
about 3.6 percent of the 
county’s registered vot-
ers casting a ballot.

“It is just so unpredict-
able,” Kleberg County 
Clerk Stephanie Garza 
said of voter turnout. 
“But we’re hoping that 
everybody will come out 
on Super Tuesday next 
week.”

As of Tuesday morn-
ing, Kleberg County had 
667 early voters, ranging 
from a high of 136 total 
voters casting a ballot 
last Tuesday to just 79 
voters turning out on Sat-
urday. Garza said there 
are 18,062 registered 
voters in Kleberg County.

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
a total of 136 voters cast 
ballots in the election, 
with 62 voting Democrat 
and 74 voting Republi-
can, but dropped to 108 
total voters on Wednes-
day, Feb. 19, with 59 Re-
publicans and 49 Demo-
crats.

The numbers remained 
steady on Thursday, Feb. 
20, with 50 Democrats 
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Bishop Mayor Tem Miller signs a resolution in support of the $8.5 million Casitas 
Los Ebanos housing project planned for just north of town on County Road 81A. 
(Staff photo by Anthony Ruiz)

See HOUSING, Page 5A

Melissa and Rick Gonzalez browse the vegetable selection at P2 Organic during last Saturday’s fifth anniver-
sary of the Kingsville Farmers Market. (Staff photo by Anthony Ruiz)

Bishop council supports housing project
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