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VIRAL SPIRAL

Superintendent search
In a 4-3 split, the KISD approved hiring O’Hanlon, Demerath and Castillo to 
conduct a superintendent search just weeks after naming its interim superinten-
dent as the position’s lone finalist. Page 6

Just the essentials
Christus Spohn Hospital Kleberg recently opened an internal grocery store 

for its more than 250 employees filled with food and essential items they can 
purchase. (Coursety photo)Page 6

See “COVID,” page 5
See “SChOOlS,” page 5

County 
safety 
order
extended
Frank cardenas

reporter

The Kleberg County 
stay-at-home order has 
been extended through 
April 30 at 11:59 p.m., 
county commissioners 
voted unanimously at 
Monday’s regular meet-
ing.

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid said he 
wanted to make sure the 
community understood 
that by extending the or-
der to be in-line with that 
of the City of Kingsville, 
both are “united” in their 
efforts to limit the possible 
spread of the novel coro-
navirus. 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced his latest exec-
utive orders on April 17, 
which are the beginning 
steps to reopen Texas and 
include “retail-to-go,” the 
opening of state parks and 
lessening restrictions on 
hospital functions.

Abbott said additional 
plans to reopen the state 
will be announced on 
April 27, and will continue 
into May “when it is it is 
determined that the infec-
tion rate continues to de-
cline and when testing ca-
pabilities are sufficient to 
test and contain outbreaks 

See “COunty,” page 5

anthony ruiz

reporter

Love in time of COVID-19

Since their engagement 
more than two years ago, 
Julissa Hernandez and 
Ricky Gutierrez Jr. had the 
perfect wedding date in 
mind.

“We set the date for 
April 18 the following day 
(after our engagement),” 
Julissa said.

Unfortunately, the 
threat of COVID-19 dis-
rupted their planned nup-
tials as social distancing 
guidelines were put into 
place that discouraged 
large gatherings. But even 
with all of the hurdles 
placed in the couple’s path, 
Julissa said they were de-
termined to tie the knot on 
April 18.

“For us, that date was set 
in stone,” she said. “And 
we always kept our faith 
that whatever happened 
was in God’s hands.”

Julissa and Ricky first 
met in 2011 at a high 
school powerlifting meet 
in Calallen.

“Ricky went to Bishop 
High School, and I was go-
ing to H.M. King,” Julissa 
said. “Ricky was a power-
lifter, and I was a manag-
er.”

Julissa said following 
his lift, she and Ricky 
locked eyes and “it was an 
instant connection.”

“And at that point, I 
went up to him and asked 
him for his number,” she 
said. “And it just went on 
from there.”

After high school, Ricky 
and Julissa attended col-
lege at Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Kingsville, with 
both pursuing degrees 
in criminal justice. Ricky 
then went on to become 
an Alice firefighter, while 
Julissa works as a juvenile 
probation officer for Kle-
berg County.

On Dec. 16, 2017, during 
his father’s birthday par-
ty, Ricky surprised Julissa 
with a wedding proposal 
while dressed as Santa 
Claus.

“And the next day, we 
were already planning our 
wedding,” Julissa said.

You may kiss the bride
Ricky and Julissa Gutierrez tied the knot Saturday morning at St. Gertrude Parish in 
Kingsville. The couple took special precautions during the ceremony, including wearing 
facemasks and limiting the guest list to under 10 people. (Courtesy photo)

anthony ruiz

reporter

Frank cardenas

reporter

Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Friday that while 
the state will begin the 
process to reopen and ease 
restrictions on businesses 
and public places in the 
coming weeks, public and 
private school classrooms, 
including those in high-
er education, will remain 
closed for the remainder 
of the 2019-20 academic 
year.

“The team of doctors ad-
vising us have determined 
that it would be unsafe to 
allow students to gather 
in schools for the foresee-
able future,” Abbott said 
during Friday’s press con-
ference.

In the Kingsville and 
Bishop areas, school dis-
tricts have had campuses 
on lockdown since around 
Spring Break in March, 
moving to long-distance 

The number of positive 
cases of COVID-19 in Kle-
berg County has tripled 
since April 13 to six, af-
ter having only two con-
firmed cases in the county 
for 10 days, Kleberg Coun-
ty and City of Kingsville 
officials said.

The four cases added to 

the total each had signifi-
cant differences in details, 
as each case was unrelat-
ed to the other.

The most recent addi-
tion to the positive cases 
of the novel coronavirus 
is a middle-aged woman 
from Kingsville who is re-
ceiving treatment at home 
and is quarantined.

Officials said the case is 
travel related because the 

woman recently traveled 
to Wisconsin.

The case announced on 
April 13 is a middle-aged 
woman from Kleberg 
County, which is believed 
to be a community spread 
case, however she did 
have close contact with 
out-of-town visitors, Kle-
berg County and City of 
Kingsville officials said.

The two cases an-
nounced on April 16 were 
a middle-aged man and a 
middle-aged woman from 
Kleberg County, as well.

Although the cases 
were unrelated, both the 
man and woman were be-
ing treated at a local area 
hospital, officials said.

The woman’s case is 
considered to be com-
munity spread, however 
she also had close contact 
with out-of-town visitors.

The man’s case is a con-
firmed community spread 

Schools remain closed COVID-19 cases triple
education through online 
resources and the distri-
bution of paper packets to 
students and families.

“We are very prepared 
to continue instructing 
our students remotely,” 
Christina Gutierrez, su-
perintendent for Bishop 
Consolidated ISD said.

Gutierrez said they had 
“kind of anticipated” that 
Gov. Abbott would order 

campuses closed for the 
remainder of the school 
year and had been plan-
ning accordingly.

“We were ready,” she 
said. “And I hope not, but 
if are unable to reopen 
school in August, we are 
also prepared to start re-
motely if we need to.”

“We would, of course, 
rather be in school,” she 
added. “Because that 

Julissa said wedding 
preparations were going to 
plan and they were on tar-
get for April 18 until mid-
March when the COVID-19 
pandemic led to school clo-
sure, travel restrictions and 
social gathering limitations.

“I knew that we were 
in for a long run with 
(COVID-19) and were no 
longer 100 percent certain 
that the wedding was going 
to happen,” she said.

The first hurdle came 
shortly after when their 
original venue for the 
wedding, Saints Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church 
in Corpus Christi, had to be 
postponed because of the 
virus.

Undaunted, Julissa and 
Ricky reached out to their 
priest for the ceremony, Fr. 
Joseph Lopez, to arrange for 
a ceremony to be held at his 
church, St. Gertrude Parish 

in Kingsville.
“Father Lopez is a family 

friend,” Julissa said.
The next obstacle was ob-

taining a marriage license, 
which Julissa said almost 
didn’t happen in time for 
the wedding.

“At the beginning of 
April, I had turned in the 
paperwork (for the license) 
to Kleberg County,” she 
said. “But then Kingsville 
got their first confirmed 
case of the coronavirus, and 
at that point they cut every-
thing off and I was told that 
I’d have to wait to get my 
marriage license.”

“It was a very devastating 
moment, to know that piece 
of paper was all we needed 
for the wedding to happen,” 
she added.

Thankfully, Julissa said 
they were finally able to 
obtain the license just days 
before the wedding.

 “After that, I knew that 
we were meant to do this,” 
she said.

With the wedding now 
locked in place, Julissa and 
Ricky—along with their 
families—spent the lead-
up to Saturday making 
sure they would be fol-
lowing social distancing 
guidelines for the ceremo-
ny.

Julissa said cutting the 
guest list down from near-
ly 450 people to just 10 was 
“really hard,” which in-
cluded naming a new best 
man and maid of honor.

“My sister-in-law (Cath-
erine Gutierrez) became 
my maid of honor, and 
Ricky’s best man was one 
of my brothers (Marc Mon-
tes),” she said. “No friends, 
not a lot of family, just our 
parents, our siblings and 

See “lOVe,” page 5

Short-term 
HOT tax 
relief OK’d

Local hotel operators in 
Kingsville can apply for 
relief in paying the Hotel 
Occupancy Tax after city 
commissioners voted to 
implement a temporary 
deferral plan for those 
who need it.

Kingsville Tourism Di-
rector Janine Reyes pre-
sented the deferral plan 
to city commissioners on 
April 13, after one prop-
erty was unable to pay for 
the HOT tax in February 
“in order to continue to 
cover current expenses,” 
at their hotel, and a sec-
ond property also did not 
make payments.

However, the reason 
the second property was 
unable to make any pay-
ments was unclear.

Reyes said in a phone in-
terview last week, despite 
a high number of reve-
nues heading into March 
of more than $250,000, 
which were on pace to 
pass the Fiscal Year 2018-
19 record number of about 
$648,000, the novel coro-
navirus pandemic has al-
ready caused a decline in 
revenues because of fewer 
guests staying in the area.

The current rate hote-
liers pay is seven percent 
of their revenues with 
penalties added for failure 

Frank cardenas

reporter

See “ShOrt-term,” page 5


