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Kleberg County dedicates Sister Kleberg County gives
Elizabeth Smith Clinic Building COVID-19 update
By Terry FiTzwaTer
PuBlisher

Kleberg County, with support from the Coastal Bend Wellness Foundation, formally dedicated the Sister Elizabeth
Smith Clinic in a formal ribbon cutting ceremony on Tuesday morning. County Judge Rudy Madrid cut the ribbon as
Sister Elizabeth stood by his side. (Photos by Terry Fitzwater)
By Terry FiTzwaTer
PuBlisher
Sister Elizabeth Smith
not only believes in God,
she lives a God-like life.
A number of years ago,
she approached Judge
Rudy Madrid and asked

for his help. She believed
the hungry should be fed,
and after many discussions and a lot of work
and help from a number
of people, the soup kitchen and Weavers of Love
was eventually built and
founded.

under insured or elderly
could go to get free medical care, counseling and
other necessary services.
On Monday of this
week, Jan. 10, her vision
became a reality. It also

A few years ago, about
the beginning of the pandemic, Sister Elizabeth
went back to Judge Madrid and told him about
another idea she had. This
one was for a wellness
center or clinic, a place
where the under served,

see “CliniC” on Pg. 5

After hearing a presentation on telephones and
first responder equipment at Monday’s regularly scheduled Commissioners Court meeting,
County Judge Rudy Madrid updated the court on
the latest COVID-19 surge
affecting the community.
“The county testing
facility (on FM 1355) is
up-and-running, and boy
they are doing a really
great job out there over
the past week as the number of cases has started to
rise,” Judge Madrid said.
“They are working and
giving tests until as late
as 10 at night, and they
stayed open this weekend to give tests due to
the huge demand and
the need to protect public
health.”
Judge Madrid noted
that the nation and the
state of Texas has a shortage of tests kits, but Kleberg County got a huge
number of tests in last
week. In addition, the
Judge notified the Court
that he used Federal Cares
Act Funds that had been
set aside and ordered a
couple of thousand additional tests from a private
vendor so that Kleberg
County could meet the
testing demands brought
on by the latest surge of
the virus.
“All the schools are
back in session today, and
we’ll be monitoring to see
how well they are doing,”
Madrid said. “In addition, as of today no one
has died in our county as

a result of this, although
I know Corpus has had a
few deaths.
“From what I’ve been
told, Spohn Hospital has
had to admit some patients, but the majority
were unvaccinated and
the remainder had underlying conditions already.
The hospital is telling
me that if someone has
flu like symptoms, they
are to stay home unless
they have a very strong
reaction. If you go to the
Emergency room, they
are going to treat it like
the common cold unless
you have a serious condition,’’ the Judge stated.
Prior to making those
comments, the Court
heard a presentation from
First Net, a governmental
mobile network built for
First Responders.
Veronica Hare, who is
charge of handling insurance for the county, introduced a couple of representatives from First Net
to make a presentation to
possibly be the county’s
mobile phone provider.
The
representatives
from First Net outlined
the cost savings to the
county, but emphasized
the service features of the
phone which would allow
first responders to communicate with each other
during an emergency or
natural disaster without
worry of a phone line
being cut. After listening
to the presentation, the
court voted unanimously
to engage with First Net
and replace T-Mobile.
In other action before
see “CounTy” on Pg. 5

City approves historic economic development grant
By Terry FiTzwaTer
PuBlisher
The Kingsville City
Commission took an
historic step towards
improving economic de-

velopment on Monday
night, Jan. 10, when they
unanimously approved a
$500,000 Economic Development Grant Program
designed to help local
businesses grow and to

bring new businesses into
the community.
The proposed grant
program and administrative manual had been in
the works for a number
of months, as City Man-

ager Mark McLaughlin
and City Economic Development administrator
Manny Salazar worked on
the details of the program.
The two city officials, in
conjunction with other

city employees, developed
an economic development
administrative
manual
detailing how the grant
program would work, and
presented it to the council
in December for approval.

When was the last time you
had a dental check up?
Now Welcoming

New Smiles

Tanya P. Lawhon, D.D.S.

The program presented
by the city manager and
economic development office outlined a number of
guidelines potential appli
see “CiTy” on Pg. 3

JANUARY SPECIAL
PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2022

Orthodontic (Braces)
Exam & Records

$ 00

1

Expires
01-30-2022

Family Dentistry

th

116 South 4 Street, Kingsville
(361) 595-4121

www.LawhonDental.com

Christina Esquivel Shoots Hole-In-One
See pg. 12

City, County support lowering Frontage Road speed limits to
45 miles per hour. See pg. 3

