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Kleberg County Com-
missioners Court gave an 
update on the COVID-19 
vaccine and new “fixed” 
COVID-19 testing facility 
at the special session meet-
ing on Monday afternoon.

Kleberg County Judge, 
Rudy Madrid, announced 
that the COVID-19 vaccine 
is in tier 1A of distribution 

and has only gone through 
Christus Spohn Hospital 
and HEB Pharmacy.  

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services are 
in charge of all administra-
tion and distribution of the 
vaccine and distribution of 
the different tiers. 

The current tier, 1A, is 
open for EMS workers, 
home health care workers, 
morticians and other relat-
ed professions. 

The next tier, 1B, will be 
open to the administra-
tion of those who are 65 or 
older or who are 16 years 
or older and have one or 
more chronic illness. This 
tier has not become avail-
able yet.

However, Madrid said 
that HEB and Christus 
Spohn Hospital have the 
authority to distribute to 
tier 1B if they have addi-
tional vaccines available 

and have distributed the 
vaccine to everyone in tier 
1A category. 

Kleberg County is set to 
receive 200 more vaccines 
within the next two weeks 
from the state. 

Madrid said he is still 
pushing for administra-
tion to law enforcement 
and fire. Madrid and Sher-
iff Richard Kirkpatrick 
have requested a nurse 
from the state to distribute 

the vaccine to law enforce-
ment and fire when it be-
comes available. 

Kleberg County has 12 
authorized providers, but 
they have not yet received 
vaccines. 

Kleberg County has a 
“fixed” testing facility that 
is free and open to the 
public. The testing facili-
ty is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sat-

urdays. 
The COVID-19 test is a 

mouth swab and results 
are available as soon as 48 
hours. Madrid said he was 
informed that citizens get-
ting tested needed to have 
an email in order to get 
tested. 

Madrid also said if you 
go out of state CDC rec-
ommends getting tested 
and staying home for min-
imum of seven days.

County pushing for more COVID-19 Vaccine

Chick Fil-A work progressing
Workers continue to lay the infrastructure for the new Chick Fil-A restaurant located on the corner of Highway 77 South and General Cavosos Boulevard. More cement will be poured 
on Saturday, with construction on the main building scheduled to start on Monday, Jan. 11, 2021. Photo by Terry Fitzwater

Total positive cas-
es of COVID-19 have 

eclipsed triple digits as of 
Tuesday, as more free test-
ing has wrapped up in the 
county.

From June 30 to July 6, a 
total of 39 new cases have 
been added to the total 
count of Kleberg County 
positive COVID-19 cases, 
which is now 105.

A total number of 27 
previous cases have now 
been removed from iso-
lation over the past week, 
making the total number 
45 in Kleberg County.

From July 4 to July 6, 
the Texas Military De-
partment administered 

COVID-19 cases hit triple digits in Kleberg 
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a total of 824 tests to res-
idents and other individ-
uals out-of-county at the 
J.K. Northway Exposition 
Center.

On Monday, officials 
said some residents had 
already begun to receive 
test results from Satur-
day’s testing samples.

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid issued an 
order placing Kleberg 
County beaches under 
curfew effective at 11:59 
p.m. tonight, due to con-
cerns with COVID-19.

North Padre Island 
Beach will be under cur-
few from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
every day until July 11 
“unless extended, modi-
fied, amended, rescinded 
or superseded” by Ma-

drid, according to the or-
der.¬

Over the week, due to 
concerns with the novel 
coronavirus, Texas Gov. 
Gregg Abbott issued an 
Executive Order requiring 
all Texans to wear a face 
covering over the nose 
and mouth while in public 
spaces, with a few excep-
tions, according to release 
last week.

In counties with 20 or 
more positive COVID-19 
cases, all individuals must 
wear face coverings effec-
tive July 3 at 12:01 p.m.

The order affects both 
Nueces and Kleberg 
Counties because their 
numbers are over the 20 
case mark.

“Wearing a face cover-
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ing in public is proven to 
be one of the most effec-
tive ways we have to slow 
the spread of COVID-19,” 
Abbott said in the release. 
“We have the ability to 
keep businesses open and 
move our economy for-
ward so that Texans can 
continue to earn a pay-
check, but it requires each 
of us to do our part to 
protect one another—and 
that means wearing a face 
covering in public spaces.”

According to the order, 
these are exceptions to the 
order:

-Any person younger 
than 10 years of age; 

-Any person with a 
medical condition or dis-
ability that prevents wear-
ing a face covering; 

-Any person who is eat-
ing or drinking, or is seat-
ed at a restaurant to eat or 
drink;

-Any person exercising 
outdoors or engaging in 
physical activity outdoors, 
and maintaining a safe 
distance from other peo-
ple not in the same house-
hold;

-Any person driving 
alone or with passengers 
who are part of the same 
household as the driver; 

-Any person obtaining 
a service that requires 
temporary removal of the 
face covering for security 
surveillance, screening, or 
a need for specific access 
to the face, such as while 
visiting a bank or while 
obtaining a personal-care 

service involving the face, 
but only to the extent nec-
essary for the temporary 
removal;

-Any person while the 
person is in a swimming 
pool, lake, or similar body 
of water;

-Any person who is 
voting, assisting a voter, 
serving as a poli watcher, 
or actively administering 
an election, but wearing 
a face covering is strongly 
encouraged;

- any person who is 
actively providing or ob-
taining access to religious 
worship, but wearing a 
face covering is strongly 
encouraged; or

- any person giving a 

see “2020” on pG. 2
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