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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

 
Molly L. Dennis, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
City of Rochester, Patrick Keane, and 
Kim Norton, 
 

Defendant. 

Case No.  
 

 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 

 

TO THE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF MINNESOTA: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1441, and 1446, 

Defendants City of Rochester, Patrick Keane, and Kim Norton, by and through their 

attorneys, Greene Espel PLLP, remove this action from the District Court of the State 

of Minnesota, County of Olmsted, Third Judicial District to the United States 

District Court for the District of Minnesota. In support of this Notice of Removal, 

Defendants state as follows: 

1. On January 22, 2024, Defendant City of Rochester received via hand 

delivery a copy of Plaintiff’s Summons and Complaint in this action, entitled Molly 

L. Dennis v. City of Rochester, Patrick Keane, and Kim Norton, Court File No. 55-CV-

24-488, District Court of the State of Minnesota, County of Olmsted, Third Judicial 

District (the “State Court Action”). Defendants Keane and Norton also received 
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copies of the Summons and Complaint. Plaintiff filed the State Court Action on 

January 22, 2024.  

2. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), copies of all process, pleadings, and 

orders delivered upon Defendants or filed in the State Court Action are attached as 

Exhibit A. Plaintiff’s Complaint was the first paper from which Defendants could 

ascertain that the lawsuit was removable. 

3. This petition for removal is filed within 30 days from the date upon 

which each Defendant received a copy of the Complaint, and is therefore timely filed 

under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b). 

4. Plaintiff’s Complaint alleges claims that arise under multiple federal 

statutes: the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.; Title 

VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq.; the Civil Rights Act of 

1991; the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009, and 42 U.S.C § 1981. (See Exhibit A, 

Compl. ¶¶ 11, 21.)  Accordingly, this Court has original jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s 

alleged claims under 28 U.S.C. § 1331, and Defendants may remove this action to this 

Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1441.  

5. This Court has supplemental jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s other claims 

under 28 U.S.C. § 1367 because the other claims are so related to claims in the action 

within such original jurisdiction that they form part of the same case or controversy 

under Article III of the United States Constitution. See generally Compl. No reasons 
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exist for this Court to decline supplemental jurisdiction. See 28 U.S.C.  

§ 1367(c). 

6.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441, this action is properly removed to this 

Court and venue is proper in this Court because this Court has jurisdiction over 

Plaintiff’s claims and Defendants have removed the case to the District Court of the 

United States for the district embracing the state court where the action was 

pending. 

7. Promptly after filing this Notice of Removal, Defendants will serve a 

copy of it on Plaintiff and will file a copy with the clerk for the State of Minnesota 

Third Judicial District. A true and correct copy of the Notice of Filing of Removal is 

attached here as Exhibit B.  

8. This Notice of Removal is filed subject to and with full reservation of 

rights, including but not limited to defenses and objections to improper or lack of 

service of process. No admissions are intended hereby, and all defenses, motions, 

and pleas are expressly reserved. 

9. This Notice of Removal is signed in compliance with Fed. R. Civ. P 11. 

WHEREFORE, Defendants City of Rochester, Patrick Keane, and Kim Norton 

respectfully notice the Court, the state court, and Plaintiff of the removal of this 

action from the District Court of the State of Minnesota, County of Olmsted, Third 

Judicial District to the United States District Court for the District of Minnesota. 
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Dated:  February 12, 2024 GREENE ESPEL PLLP 

 
 
  s/ Jenny Gassman-Pines______ 
Jenny Gassman-Pines, Reg. No. 0386511 
Erin R. Emory, Reg. No. 0401215 
222 S. Ninth Street, Suite 2200 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
jgassman-pines@greeneespel.com 
eemory@greeneespel.com 
(612) 373-0830 
 
Attorneys for Defendants City of 
Rochester, Patrick Keane, and Kim 
Norton 
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MNCIS‐CIV‐135  STATE     Notice of Case Filing/Case Assignment    55‐CV‐24‐488  2/21 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District 

    Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
      Notice of Case Filing and 

Assignment FILE COPY    
 

           

   

 
Molly Lefholz Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
Date Case Filed:  January 22, 2024 
 
Court  file number 55‐CV‐24‐488 has been assigned to this matter.   All future correspondence 
must include this file number, the attorney identification number, and must otherwise conform 
to format requirements or they WILL BE RETURNED.   Correspondence and communication on 
this matter should be directed to the following court address:  
 

Olmsted County Court Administration 
151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 
Rochester MN  55904 

 
Assigned to: Judge Christina K. Stevens  
 
If ADR applies, a list of neutrals is available at www.mncourts.gov (go to Alternative Dispute 
Resolution) or at any court facility.  Please direct all scheduling inquiries on this matter to 
Assignment at (507) 722‐7325. 
 
Dated: January 23, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
 

cc:  Molly Lefholz Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 

 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/23/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A i avi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques  o          timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ce. 
 

 2.   The reques  o         
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I recuse mys f     
________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 

 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 
 

       _____ 
        

    
 
 

 

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Noticee of Removal 
 On AAffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Noticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of Recuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall iss ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemoval OORR   AAffffiddavitt off Prejudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoolllowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   other: 
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   I recuse myself from the above-entitled case. 
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________

     ____________________________
     Lisa Hayne 

Judge of District Court
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A i avi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques  o          timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ce. 
 

 2.   The reques  o         
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I recuse mys f     
________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 

 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 
 

       _____ 
         

    
 
 

 

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Noticee of Removal 
 On AAffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Noticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of Recuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall iss ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemoval OORR   AAffffiddavitt off Prejudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoolllowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   other: 
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   I recuse myself from the above-entitled case. 
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________

     ____________________________
     Christa M. Daily 

Judge of District Court
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 24, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/24/2024 
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 24, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/24/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A i avi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques  o          timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ce. 
 

 2.   The reques  o         
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I recuse mys f     
________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 

 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 
 

       _____ 
          

    
 
 

 

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Noticee of Removal 
 On AAffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Noticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of Recuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall iss ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemoval OORR   AAffffiddavitt off Prejudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoolllowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   other: 
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   I recuse myself from the above-entitled case. 
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________

     ___________________ ________
     Pamela A. . ing 

Judge of District Court
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 24, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/24/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A idavi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques           timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ice. 
 

 2.   The reques          
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  __________ _ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I rec se my f     
_______ __ __ _ _____ 

 __ _____ __ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ __ __ 
 
 

       _____ 
         

    
 
 

 

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keaanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Nooticee of Removal 
 On AAfffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Nooticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of RRecuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall is ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemooval OORR   AAffffiddaavitt ooff PPrejuudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoollloowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   otthher:: 
 ___________________________________________________________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   II reccuse myyself ffrom thhee aaboovee-eenntitledd caase. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________ ________________

      _____________________________________
     aatthhyy MM. allacce 

JJudggee of DDiissttrriicctt CCoouurrtt

__ ___ ____ ___ __
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 24, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/24/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A i avi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques  o          timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ce. 
 

 2.   The reques  o         
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I recuse mys f     
________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 

 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 
 

       _____ 
         

    
 
 

 

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Noticee of Removal 
 On AAffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Noticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of Recuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall iss ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemoval OORR   AAffffiddavitt off Prejudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoolllowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   other: 
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   I recuse myself from the above-entitled case. 
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________
_____________________________ _________________________

     ___________________________
     Christina . Stevens 

Judge of District Court
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 24, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/24/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-146 STATE Order of Removal/Notice of Recusal Rev. 2/2019 

State of Minnesota  District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
 
 
 
Molly L. Denn s vs P ic    
Norton, i y of ste  

 Order  
  O  Notic   Removal 
  On A idavi  of Preju ice 
  O  Not ce o  ecusal 

 Notice o  Recu  
  

 
 
 

     1.  T  reques           timely iling f     
           No i       Aff dav t f r ice. 
 

 2.   The reques          
  
    not timely filed 
 
    other: 
  __________ _ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
  _______________________ _____ 
 

 3.   I rec se my f     
_______ __ __ _ _____ 

 __ _____ __ _ _____ 
 ________ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ 
 
 

       _____ 
         

    
 
 

 

January 24, 2024

. Dennis vs Patrickk Keaanene, KiKimm
City of Rochester 

 On Nooticee of Removal 
 On AAfffidaavit of Prejudice 
 OOnn Nooticee of Recusal 

 NNoottiiccee of RRecuusal

.  The requestt for remoovvall is ggraannteed baaseedd on    timely filing of   
         Notice of RRemooval OORR   AAffffiddaavitt ooff PPrejuudice. 

2. The requestt for rreemovall iis ddeniiedd ffor tthhe ffoollloowinng reasons:
 

   not timely filed 

   otthher:: 
 ___________________________________________________________________________
 _______________________ __________________________
 _______________________ __________________________

3.   II reccuse myyself ffrom thhee aaboovee-eenntitledd caase. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________ _________________________

      _____________________________________
     Jaccobb CC.. AAllen 

JJudggee of DDiissttrriicctt CCoouurrtt
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MNCIS‐CIV‐142  STATE     Notice       12/20 

State of Minnesota      District Court 
Olmsted County    Third Judicial District  

  Court File Number: 55‐CV‐24‐488 

    Case Type: Discrimination 
       
 
    Notice of: 
FILE COPY    X  Filing of Order  

 
 

Entry of Judgment 
 

 
Docketing of Judgment 

     

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
You are hereby notified that the following occurred regarding the above‐entitled matter: 
 

X  An Order was filed on January 24, 2024. 
  Judgment was entered on . 
  You are notified that judgment was docketed on  

 
at  in the amount of $. Costs and interest will accrue on this amount from 
the date of entry until the judgment is satisfied in full. 

 
 
Dated: January 25, 2024    Hans Holland 
    Court Administrator 
    Olmsted County District Court 
    151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 
    507‐722‐7264 
 
cc:  Molly L. Dennis 
  Patrick Keane 
  Kim Norton 
  City of Rochester 
 
A true and correct copy of this Notice has been served pursuant to Minnesota Rules of Civil 
Procedure, Rule 77.04. 
 

Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
1/25/2024 
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MNCIS-CIV-144 STATE Notice of Judicial Reassignment Rev. 9/2017 

 

State of Minnesota   District Court 
Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 
  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 
  Case Type: Discrimination 
    
   Notice of Judicial 

Reassignment FILE COPY   
 

          
  

 
Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 
 
This case is reassigned to: 
 

Judge Joseph F. Chase 
151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 
Rochester MN  55904 
 

 
All future hearings shall be scheduled before this judicial officer. Please direct all scheduling 
inquiries on this matter to Assignment at (507) 722-7325. 

Please note that a notice to remove this judicial officer must comply with Minnesota Rules of 
Civil Procedure 63.03 and Minnesota Statute § 542.16. 

Dated: January 25, 2024  Hans Holland 
  Court Administrator 
  Olmsted County District Court 
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A  O  M NN O A D R C  CO R  
 C V L D V ON 
CO N  O  OLM D RD D C AL D R C  

Molly L. Dennis,     
   Plaintiff, 
  
vs   
   
Patrick Keane, K  No t n, 
City of Roch t r 
   D fenda ts. 

 This matter came before the und rsi ned o  Jan ar  30  20  f r  sc u  r er. ased upon 

the inf rmat on pre nt d    R  RD D  

1  March , 20  ne for i  al  ired do nts, pursuant to 
Min es a s o  i  e 5 04. his ncl es 
com l , s r  an  th r p y g ,   not 
inc ud   d s   

Thi  deadline hall be ex ded   ecessa , to co o m with 
        ure for 

answers and other responsive pleadings. 

 Mar  16, 2 24 D l ne for j i i g ad tional ar ies o   t e 
. 

 March 29, 02  Deadli e for d si nating expert n  

4. May 31, 2024 Deadline for comple i n of DISCOVERY.  

          so that 
th  are h rd by hi  ate.  

Failure to schedule a timely motion will not be grounds or 
extension of the deadline. No mo io    hea d les  the 
parties attempt to resolve the matter prior to the hearing  The 
moving party shall certify compliance in writing to t e court.  

 
6. June 14, 2024 DISPOSITI E motion hearings shall be scheduled so that they 

are heard by this date.  

Failure to schedule a timely motion will not be grounds for 
extension of the deadline. No motion will be heard unless the 
parties attempt to resolve the matter prior to the hearing. The 
moving party shall certify compliance in writing to the court. 
 

7. July 12, 2024 Deadline for completion of Alternative Dispute Resolution.   

Court File No. 55-CV-24-488 

  
 
SC DULING ORD R 
 

Keane, Kim Norton,
Rochester

Defendants.

This matter came beffore thee unundedersr iggned onn JaJanuary 300, 20202424 for a sscheduling order. Base

ormation presented,   R ORDRD RR DD

1. March 1, 20244 Deeaddlinee foor filingg aall required docuuments, pursuant to
MiMinnnesesotota RuRules s oof CCivivilil Proceduree 5.04. This includes
compllaiintts, answers, a dnd tthih rd-partyy pleadings, but does 
iin lcl dude didiscovery y ddocuments.

This deadline shall be extended, if nnecessary, to conform
timelines allowed by the Minnesota Rules of Civil Proced
answers and other responsive pleadings.

2. March 16, 2024 Deadline for joining additional parties or amending the
pleadings.

3. March 29, 2024 Deadline for designating expert witnesses.

4. May 31, 2024 Deadline for completion of DISCOVERY. 

5. June 14, 2024 NONDISPOSITIVE motion hearings shall be scheduled
they are heard by this date. 

Failure to schedule a timely motion will not be grounds f
extension of the deadline. No motion will be heard unless
parties attempt to resolve the matter prior to the hearing
moving party shall certify compliance in writing to the co

6. June 14, 2024 DISPOSITIVE motion hearings shall be scheduled so th
are heard by this date. 

SCHHEDULING ORDER
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The court expects the parties to agree to an ADR process and 
neutral.  If the parties cannot agree, they are to notify the court 
in writing well in advance of the deadline for completion of 
ADR, and the undersigned will schedule a conference to address 
the same.  

All arties and individuals ith authority to settle must 

court ill i ose c nse uences o  t ose ho do n t a ear 
as ordered, such s a ctio , dismissal, or d l  ju ment.    

8. Sept b  , 2024 Deadli  f  i  s i  l  osed y t uctions 
and special verdict forms, findings of fact, witness l s , and 
exhibi  list. 

9. September 6  2024 i e f r s bmi ti g  j i  ate en   e s  

10. September 2 , 2024 Pretri l c nfe en e, C rt oo  6A  30 p  

Parties should come rep r d to d  n  m ti ns i  limine 
filed with th  Court  

11. September , 2024 Deadline fo  com et on of t i  d ositions  

12. September , 2024 Tri l (week o )  Cou r m 6   

Thi  matter all e tried t   y  

 The deadlines set forth in this order may e extended nly by leave of the court. The court will not 

consider a stipulation to amen  t at d es not p o ide o  a mi imum f 04 days e w n th  d spositive 

motion dead ne an  he p etrial o er nce.  rty ee g o m di  i  o d  a s t an greement of 

the parties must fi e a formal motion o men .  

         CO  
 
 
 

        

 Joseph . C ase 
 Judge f Di trict Co r  

a ear in erson for the ADR rocessss no e ce tion
court ill im ose conse uennces foor those ho do not 
asas oordrderereded, susuchch aass sasancnctitions, dismmissal, or default jud

8. September 6, 2024 DeDeadadlilinen  for filinngg motitionons s in limine, proposed jury instr
anand d spececiall veverdrdicictt foormrms, fif nndings of fact, witness list, a
exexhibit t lil stt.

9. September 6, 2024 Deeaddliine foor subbmmittinng a joint stateement of the case.

10. September 20, 2024 Prretrriaal cconfeerencnce, Coourtroom 6A,, 2:30 p.m.

PPararttiess sshoululdd cocomme pprereppared to adddress any motions in
filed with the Court.

11. September 30, 2024 Deadline for completion of ttrial deppositions.

12. September 30, 20202424 TTriiall ((weekk of)), CCou trtroom 66CC.

This matter shall be tried to a jury.

The deadlines set forth in this order may be extended only by leave of the court. The court 

r a stipulation to amend that does not provide for a minimum of 104 days between the disp

deadline and the pretrial conference. A party seeking to modify this order absent an agreem

ties must file a formal motion to amend.

  CO R

Joseph F. Chase
Judge of District Court
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State of Minnesota   District Court 

Olmsted County  Third Judicial District 

  Court File Number: 55-CV-24-488 

  Case Type: Discrimination 

  
Deficiency Notice – Civil Case 

 

FILE COPY 

 

 

Molly L. Dennis vs Patrick Keane, Kim Norton, City of Rochester 

 

 

Return of Documents: 

 Your       is being returned at the discretion of the judge / judicial officer. 

 You previously filed these documents electronically.  The originals are not to be filed but 

must be maintained by you to be made available to the court or any party upon request 

(Rules of Civil Procedure 5.05).   

 These documents are required to be filed through eFile and Serve (eFS) (General Rules of 

Practice 14.01). 

 

 

Rejection of Documents (Rules of Civil Procedure 5.04): 

 Documents submitted to the wrong court for filing. 

 Incorrect court file number. 

 No or insufficient filing fee.  The fee to file is $     . 

 Discovery submission not authorized by court, and there is no court rule permitting the 

submission. 

 The document(s) contain a restricted identifier or other non-public information submitted 

in violation of Rules 11.02, 11.03, or 11.04 (Rules of Civil Procedure 5.04(4)). 

   You submitted public document(s) that contain restricted identifiers (such as social 

security numbers, employer identification numbers, and financial account numbers).  The 

restricted identifiers must be redacted from the document(s).  You must resubmit the 

redacted document(s) and submit the restricted identifiers on Confidential Information 

Form 11.1. 

  You submitted non-public document(s) (such as a W-2, pay stubs, bank statements, 

and tax returns) without the Cover Sheet for Non-Public Documents (Form 11.2).  You must 

re-submit the non-public documents along with the Cover Sheet for Non-Public Documents 

(Form 11.2).   

 

 

We are Unable to Provide the Requested Service: 

 Judgment cannot be docketed without an Affidavit of Identification of Judgment Debtor. 

 

Filed in District Court 

State of Minnesota 

2/7/2024 
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 You have requested attorney fees.  You must submit a proposed order and required 

supporting documentation. 

 The original Note/Draft/Bill of Exchange is required (Rules of Civil Procedure 55.01(e)). 

 No or insufficient fee.  The fee for this service is $     . 

 Other:      .  

 

 

Your document(s) has / have been accepted, but the following issues have been identified 

and need to be corrected.  Please respond promptly. 

 At your court appearance       Judge / Judicial Officer       directed you to file       

by       date.  The document(s) has/have not been filed and the judge / judicial officer 

has determined      . 

 There has been no activity in this case since      .  Please advise of status or intended 

action within 30 days of this notice. 

 You filed a document by fax on      , a fax fee of $25 is due within five days of filing in 

addition to any fees noted above. 

 Document(s) is / are not signed. 

 The document(s) submitted is / are of poor quality, illegible, or otherwise unusable, as 

follows:      .  Another version of the document(s) (may / must) be submitted. 

 Other:        

 

 

Your document(s) has / have been accepted, but the document security has been changed. 

 You filed a document on       as a non-public document.  Your document(s) has / have 

been accepted, but the document security that you incorrectly designated as confidential 

or sealed has been changed to public.  Review the Rules of Public Access to Case Records 

and the Access to Case Records Table for information on what court filings are considered 

non-public.  Court records are presumed public unless there is a statute, court rule, or 

court order that allows a filing to be treated as confidential or sealed. If e-Filing 

documents, consult the list of filing codes within the Civil Case Type Index (includes civil, 

family, and probate case types) to find the appropriate filing code.  The Civil Case Type 

Index can be accessed at www.mncourts.gov/efile and then click the “eFile and eServe 

Resources” tab. 

 You filed a Confidential Information Form 11.1 or Cover Sheet for Non-Public Documents 

(Form 11.2) on       with the intent to keep information non-public when there is no 

basis to do so and that information must be publicly accessible under court rules.  Form 

11.1 must only be used for filing restricted identifiers as set forth under Minn. Gen. R. 

Prac. 11.  Form 11.2 must only be used when submitting non-public documents.  There 

must be specific legal authority that authorizes the classification of a document as non-

public.  Both Form 11.1 and Form 11.2 have limited purposes and they cannot be used as 

a means to treat public information or documents as non-public. 

 

A filer must first ask the court to approve their request to submit a document for filing as 

“confidential” or “sealed” unless that document is a non-public document under court 
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rules, court order, or other applicable law.  See Minn. Gen. R. Prac. 11.04; 14.06.  If no 

such rule, statute, or court order exists, the information is public. 

  

Olmsted County District Court 

151 Southeast 4th Street, 4th Floor 

Rochester MN  55904 

 

Make checks for payment of fees to Court Administrator.  Please do not mail cash.  Note file 

number on check.  We will proceed to process this matter for you when any deficiencies as 

noted above have been resolved. Refer to www.mncourts.gov for forms and instructions. 

If your case is heard by the Court and you did not pay your fees, those fees that are owed and 

unpaid may be referred for collection and collection costs. 

If the matter proceeds without payment of a required fee, the court may refer the fee for 

collection and collection costs will be added.  Minn. Stat. § 480.15, subd. 10c. 

 

Dated: February 07, 2024  Hans Holland 

  Court Administrator 

  Olmsted County District Court 

  507-722-7264 

CC:  Molly L. Dennis 
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EXHIBIT B 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 
COUNTY OF OLMSTED 

DISTRICT COURT 
 

 THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Case Type:  Discrimination    

 
Molly L. Dennis, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
City of Rochester, Patrick Keane, and Kim 
Norton, 
 

Defendants. 

Case No.  55-CV-24-488 
(The Honorable Christina K. Stevens) 

 
 

NOTICE OF FILING 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 

TO: The Court Administrator, District Court of the State of Minnesota, Olmsted County, 

Third Judicial District. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § § 1331, 1441, and 1446, the 

above-captioned action was removed to the United States District Court for the District of 

Minnesota on February 12, 2024, upon the service and filing of the Notice of Removal, a 

true and correct copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), the filing 

of the Notice of Removal in the United States District Court, and the filing of a copy of the 

Notice of Removal with this Court, this Court should proceed no further unless and until 

this case is remanded. 
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Dated:  February 12, 2024 GREENE ESPEL PLLP 

  s/ Jenny Gassman-Pines 
Jenny Gassman-Pines, Reg. No. 0386511 
Erin R. Emory, Reg. No. 0401215 
222 S. Ninth Street, Suite 2200 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
jgassman-pines@greeneespel.com 
eemory@greeneespel.com 
(612) 373-0830

Attorneys for Defendants City of Rochester, 
Patrick Keane, and Kim Norton 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The undersigned hereby acknowledges that pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 549.211, 

Subd. 3, sanctions may be imposed if, after notice and a reasonable opportunity to respond, 

the Court determines that the undersigned has violated the provisions of Minn. Stat. 

§ 549.211, Subd. 2.

s/ Jenny Gassman-Pines 

Jenny Gassman-Pines 
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