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Petrichor: a distinctive, 
earthy, usually pleasant 
odor that is associated 
with rainfall especially 
when following a warm, 
dry period…

(Merriam-Webster)
•

THANK you, again, to 
Kilgore Public Library’s
staffers for putting so much 
effort into marking the 

50th anni-
versary of 
the Apollo 
11 moon 
landing.

•
KUDOS, 

too, to 
Vivian and 

Fred Gebhardt for keeping 
us guessing at what’s be-
hind the papered windows 
of Kilgore Mercantile & 
Music. We’re eager for the
grand opening.

•
FRIENDS recently men-

tioned how geeky this par-
ticular column has become 
in recent months.
YES. Yes, that’s true.

But hear us out on this 
next one…

•
IT was 35 years ago that 
“Indiana Jones and the
Temple of Doom” had its
wide release in May 1984 –
with a PG rating. Yet it had 
some extreme, dark content 
amid the wisecracking tomb 
raider’s adventures.

AT that time, however, 
there was nothing between 
PG and R, and you’ll find
plenty of films before 
that wouldn’t classify as
kid-friendly, even with Pa-
rental Guidance, but didn’t
quite meet the threshold of 

INSIDE
SPORTS: Lady Rangers ac-
ademic excellence recog-
nized; Torrence at ESPYs.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from J. de Graffenried 
Dentistry and Kilgore Feed.
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By STELLA WIESER
Kilgore News Herald

The Texas Shakespeare Fes-
tival has hosted a group from 
Chongqing and Shanghai, Chi-
na for the past 11 years, and this 
year the group had the oppor-

tunity to tour Kilgore Middle 
School as part of their visit.

Meaghan Simpson, associate 
artistic director of TSF, said the 
group met Raymond Caldwell, 
the founder and artistic director, 
when he was judging a compe-
tition in China, and that's how 

the relationship between the 
festival and the Chinese theater 
company began.

"The purpose of them com-
ing to Kilgore is two-fold," 
Simpson said. "One is there's 
two leaders of their group, An-
gelina and Steve, and they're 

actors and directors them-
selves. They recruit a bunch of 
young people who are either 
teachers or students, and they 
come to Kilgore to learn more 
about American culture, about 

Once again, Kilgore’s sales tax check from the Tex-
as Comptroller’s office is ‘flat’ compared to the same 
month in 2018 – at $826,518, it shows an increase of 
just less than two percent compared to last July.

Notably, the figure also includes a $23,000 audit 
collection, money held back by the state in a previous 

Latest sales tax check
keeps city on plateauThe water of Kilgore City 

Pool will glow red Thursday 
as “Jaws” pays a visit to the 
City of Kilgore.

Granted, the ominous 
effect will be thanks to the 
color-adjustable LED port-
hole lights illuminating the 
local amenity for City Hall’s 

second, free dive-in movie at 
the recently-revitalized ven-
ue July 18.

“They’ll start off white 
and then we’ll turn them 
red,” said Kilgore Com-
munity Relations Manager 

City pool invites older audience 
to dive in with ‘Jaws’ Thursday

Chinese thespians get hands-on
introduction to TSF, East Texas

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Gregg County investigators 
have linked June 28’s hold-
up in Liberty City to a simi-
lar bank robbery out of Hays 
County a week earlier.

According to sheriff ’s office 
spokesman Lt. Josh Tubb, the 
team here is “confident” the 
incidents are connected, and 
they’re looking for any addi-
tional local surveillance that 
may show the armed suspect.

“It’s going to be based on 

similarities such as the build 
and stature, the manner of 
dress, the mask, the gloves, 
the bag that was used,” he 
said Thursday morning. 
“Obviously, we can’t say 
they’re the exact same bag 
because we don’t have them 
in front of us, but they’re all 
strikingly similar.”

From news reports out of 
Wimberley, Hays County 
deputies responded to a bank 
robbery there at 9:16 a.m. 
Thursday, June 20, after a 

Masked, armed suspect may have 
hit two Texas banks in eight days

Investigators tie local robbery to Hays Co. case

See ROBBERIES, Page 6A

The build, stature, clothing and accessories of 
a bank robber in Liberty City June 28 (left) has 
investigators following up on a similar incident in 
Wimberley June 20 (right).
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In the midst of an annual excursion to Kilgore and the Texas Shakespeare Festival, visitors from Chongqing, Chi-
na, visit Kilgore Middle School and try out a teacher’s summer camp demonstration.

See VISITORS, Page 6A
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