
So far, voter turnout for
the Spring 2019 election
is in line with the last time
the mayor’s race was on
the ticket.
Polling wraps up with

Election Day ballots Sat-
urday, May 4. City Hall
will welcome voters from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m.
Early voters – in the

Gregg County portion

of Kilgore, at least – ha-
ven’t shown up in greater
numbers this year despite
a contested Kilgore ISD
trustee spot also on the
local ballot. There’s a third

post in the running as well,
for Kilgore College trustee,
but it appears only on a
portion of Rusk County
ballots.
Voter traffic as of Tues-

day morning indicates
polling consistent with the
last mayoral election in
Spring 2017. During that

Voters can cast Election Day ballots for mayor, trustee
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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER

“There is only one
thing we say to death:
Not today.”

– Syrio Florel
•

UPDATE on plans for
this year’s National Day
of Prayer observance
– the noontime cere-
mony set for Thursday

has been
moved to
the Kil-
gore War
Veterans
Monument
at Harris
Street. The
event will

still last about an hour,
and all are welcome to
join as the Kilgore Minis-
terial Alliance and guests
prayer for the community
and the 2019 theme,
“Love One Another.”
IN case of rain, Rev.
Ralph Rudy tells us the
event will be shifted to
St. Luke’s UMC.

•
ANY amount is appre-
ciated, more is always
welcome. Kilgore Rotari-
ans working with Pilgrim
Lutheran Church and The
Blood Center East Texas
collected 15 units of blood
from 13 donors Saturday.
Their next quarterly com-
munity blood drive will be
Saturday, July 20.

•
WE’RE looking forward

INSIDE
SPORTS: Kilgore baseball
opens playoffs tonight.

See Page 10

SHOPPING SMART: Look
inside for money-savings
specials from Circle Cafe, G&S
Promotion and Wendy’s.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

On Dec. 29, 2016, Nan-
cy Motes abducted Ranger-
ette Alexa Blair at gunpoint
and left her mother, ‘Rette
director Dana Blair, bound
in their Longview home.
On Monday, Motes plead-
ed guilty to two counts of
aggravated kidnapping in a
Gregg County Courtroom.
The 59-year-old was sen-

tenced to two concurrent
5-year terms April 29. Fol-
lowing her court appear-
ance, Motes must serve

50% before she is eligible
for parole.
Motes appeared in Gregg

County’s 124th District
Court Monday morning
with friends and family and
took a seat on the left side of
the courtroom. Earlier, her
two victims – Dana and Al-
exa Blair, the Kilgore College
Rangerette Director and her
daughter whom Motes at-
tacked in Dec. 2016 – took a
seat on the right side.
At approximately 9:25

a.m., Motes, along with
her lawyer David Moore,
entered a plea of guilty on

two counts of aggravated
kidnapping.
Judge David Brabham

asked Motes for her plea.

She answered guilty on both
counts, one count of aggra-
vated kidnapping with a
deadly weapon against Alexa

Blair and one count of aggra-
vated kidnapping with dead-
ly force against Dana Blair.
Reading a Victim Impact

Statement, husband and
father Chris Blair said the
family to this day doesn’t
understand why Motes at-
tacked them.
“I’m still trying to grasp

the fact that you put my
daughter in a storage unit,
bound her ankles and
mouth with tape and ap-
plied enough pressure
during that until she passed

Rangerette kidnapper pleads guilty
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Motes gets five years
for 2016 abduction

Nancy Motes, 59, faces
her kidnapping victims
Monday morning, Al-
exa Blair (left) and her
mother, Dana. Motes
pleaded guilty to two
counts of aggravated
kidnapping April 29.
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By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Drivers are feeling the strain,
Kilgore College students are finding
alternate paths and local officials
are preparing for the worst after the
pedestrian bridge over Hwy. 259 was
slammed by a passing truck Saturday
afternoon.
The damage to the bridge – still be-

ing assessed by engineers – forced col-
lege officials to close the walkway and
prompted authorities to close the road
underneath, sending drivers detouring
down several surrounding streets and
spurring long traffic backups near the
closed section of the state highway.
“Right now, the question is, can it be

repaired, can it be shored up or does
it just need to be demolished while

Hauler’s
tall load
throttles
bridge
Weekend’s whack

could lead to demo of
Hwy. 259 walkway

See BRIDGE, Page 6

See VOTING, Page 5

YOU SHALL NOT PASS:
The pedestrian bridge
crossing Hwy. 259 at
Kilgore College has
been closed to walkers
on top and thru-traffic
underneath after
a truck’s tall load
slammed the structure
Saturday. The damage
is still being assessed
and could mean
demolition of part or all
of the current bridge.
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