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INSIDE
SPORTS: KC football at TJC to-
day, softball home; KHS base-
ball tries to right ship before 
playoffs begin. 

See Page 1B

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside for 
deals from Char-burger, CVS 
Pharmacy, DeHart Veterinary, 
Mazzios and McDaniels Quality 
Body Works.  
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The Kilgore City Council earlier 
this month amended its ordinance 
governing banners and temporary 
signs with a goal of providing clar-
ity on how and where they can be 
used.

In general, the changes provide 
new opportunities for the use of 
banners and temporary signs — 
but with the goal of providing a 

neat and clean appearance for the 
roadways that these signs and ban-
ners typically tend to appear on.

Carol Windham, Kilgore’s direc-
tor of planning, says the city will 
begin enforcing the new regula-
tions June 1.

“We want people to have time to 
adjust to the rules,” Windham said. 
“Some local business rely on ban-
ners and temporary signs as their 
exclusive means of promotion, so 

we’ll give everyone a month or so 
to adapt.”

The new ordinance requires a 
permit — no fee required — for 
both banners and for temporary 
signs. For a permit, call Windham 
at (904) 984-4113 or email per-
mits@cityofkilgore.com

Temporary signs advertising soft-
ball sign-ups or church bazaars? 
Those are still ok. But off-premise 
temporary signs for businesses are 

still not permitted.
The ordinance defines a banner 

as a soft, flexible sign — similar 
to a flag — made of cloth, plastic 
or other similarly flexible mate-
rial. One banner will be allowed 
for each building housing a single 
business, but the rule allows one 
banner for each business in multi-
tenant structures like a shopping 
center. Banners will be limited in 
size to 32 square feet; they have 

to be attached to the front wall or 
canopy of the building but cannot 
cover windows or doors.

Banners which promote vendors 
or brand names associated with a 
business can be no larger than 12 
square feet, must be attached to a 
wall of the building associated with 
that vendor and may number no 
more than three at any given time.

City council amends local banner, sign ordinance

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

The Rotary Club of Kilgore 
honored local student-athletes 
at their Wednesday meeting 
this week, praising the students’ 
achievements both on the field 
and in the classroom and re-
warding them with honors and a 
check for $500.

“In 1986, we decided that it 
was time to start honoring young 
people who were athletic but 
who excelled at academics,” said 
Rotarian David Castles.

“So, we began this Scholar 
Athlete program and we’ve been 
doing it since. We honor young 
men and young ladies from Kil-
gore High School, Sabine High 
School and from Kilgore Col-
lege.”

Rotary Secretary Kay Castles 
began the ceremony by present-
ing honors and awards to the 
young women nominated for the 
Scholar Athlete program. Each 
honoree was presented with a 
United States flag flown over the 
Texas Capitol, courtesy of U.S. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert; a plaque; 

and a check for $500.
Jada Hood, a guard on the Kil-

gore College Lady Rangers bas-
ketball team, attended Roseville 
High in St. Paul, Minnesota, be-
fore coming to play for KC. She 
was accompanied by KC Lady 
Ranger Head Coach Addie Lees.

“Jada is ferocious on the bas-
ketball court, she’s after it, she’s a 
great leader,” Castles said.

Hood is also active in the KC 
Baptist Student Ministry, helps 
Coach Lees run summertime 
youth camps for girls and has a 
3.8 GPA.

She plans to return to KC in 
the fall and continue playing for 
Lees.

Makenzie Cook, a volleyball 
and softball player at Sabine 
High School, lives in Gladewa-
ter. She is ranked in the top 10 
percent of her class, is a member 
of the National Honor Society, 
the SHS Spanish Club, the FCA 
and participates in UIL.

She plans to attend UT Tyler 
in the fall to major in pre-med.

Emma Taylor is a Kilgore High 

By MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

Melissa McGinnis describes Geekend as 
a cross between a traditional comic book 
convention and a street fair: There are 
panels and cosplayers, but you’ll also see 
people like the local quilters and the high 
school marching band.

Geekend will return to downtown Kil-
gore next weekend, May 1-2, for its eighth 
year. McGinnis says they are planning a 
wide-ranging schedule of events to make 
up for last year’s more pared down Geek-
end — although last year reminded them 
of what Geekend was about, McGinnis 
said.

“It had its benefits, it really did, because 
even though it was pared down and much 
smaller than we wanted just so we could... 
stay within mandates and things, it kind of 
reminded us of somethings that we don’t 
want to loose with Geekend, which is that 
small community spirit,” she said, not-
ing how all of the downtown merchants 
banded together during the difficult time. 
“That was something that was just really, 
really awesome last year. as small as it was.”

Geekend events will take place at the 
Texan Theater, as well as outside on South 
Kilgore Street and on Main Street. Tickets 
are $5 for a one-day pass, $8 for a two-day 
pass and $20 for the new VIP pass.

Buy tickets online at bit.ly/geekend-
tix2021.

VIP passes include a private tour of the 
East Texas Broadcast Museum, a vendor 
set-up sneak peek, a VIP dinner with 
guests, a VIP ghost hunt in downtown 
Kilgore, a premium swag bag and much 
more.

Geekend 
returns to 
Kilgore next 
Saturday

By ZAK WELLERMAN
zwellerman@tylerpaper.com

Mike Collier, a Democrat who 
ran against incumbent Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick in 2018, is consider-
ing another run for the position to 
bring his problem-solving skills to 
the state level.

Collier came to Tyler as a part 
of exploratory efforts to see if he’ll 
run for the Democratic nomina-

tion in 2022. According to 2018 
election results, Patrick, a Repub-
lican, received 51.3 percent of the 
vote compared to Collier’s 46.5 
percent.

“Because I came close, I decided 
that I would explore and I’m ex-
ploring now whether I should or 
shouldn’t run, but I’m going to 
run,” Collier told the Tyler Morn-
ing Telegraph. “My ambition is 
to run. My heart is in it; I have a 

strong desire to run, but I do need 
to confirm that others also agree 
that I should run. So it’s import-
ant that I go around the state and 
share my point of view as broadly 
and as publicly as I can.”

He said he wants to see if there’s 
support among Democrats for 
him to seek the party’s nomina-
tion. His decision to run will likely 
be made in the next two or three 
months.

“Texans want a lieutenant gov-
ernor who will work on solving 
problems and we have a lot of 
problems that seem to be getting 
worse and worse. Public education 
is not properly funded in my judg-
ment. Property taxes are going up 
and yet that money’s not going in-
to schools,” Collier said. “We saw 
what happened with COVID and 

Collier explores possible 2nd run for lt. governor

Whiz Kids
Kilgore Rotarians honor outstanding student-athletes
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Left to right: Kilgore Rotary Club Secretary Kay Castles, KC Lady Rangers basketball guard Jada Hood, Sabine High 
School Cardinals football and soccer player Ty Francisco, KC Rangers basketball guard Tysen Banks, SHS Lady Cardinals 
volleyball and softball player Makenzie Cook, KHS Bulldog baseball player and Hi-Stepper Manager Kyle Wheeler, KHS 
Lady Bulldogs soccer player and track competitor Emma Taylor and Rotarian David Castles pose for photos at the con-
clusion of Rotary’s Scholar Athlete awards program Wednesday� Each student was presented with a flag flown over the 
Capitol, a plaque and a check for $500� See more photos online at kilgorenewsherald�com�
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