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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“We all have to share
this real estate.”

– Nick Offerman
•

THE clown fish have
leaped to an early lead in
the City of Kilgore’s poll
about which free, fami-
ly-friendly feature should
close summer at Kilgore

City Pool.
Out of
four choic-
es, “Find-
ing Nemo”
is beating
out “The
Lego Mov-
ie 2,” “De-

scendants 2” and “High
School Musical.”
VOTE in the poll via the
event listing on the city
and Kilgore Main Street’s
Facebook pages. The free
swim and dive-in movie
are set for 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1.

•
KUDOS to Kilgore Po-
lice Department’s Barrett
Besser on his mechanical
bull-riding skills. The
KPD Officer went viral
over the weekend after
giving the contraption a
workout while responding
to a noise complaint at
a birthday party. Good
news travels fast.

•
AFTER a month of moon
fun, Kilgore Public Library
is now focused on Shark
Week, with a special sci-
ence experiment set for
10:30 a.m. Wednesday,
July 31. It’s tailored for
kids ages 9-14 – they’ll be
outside (in the shade), not
in the pool for this one.
Learn more through the
library’s Facebook page.

•
THERE’S been a slight
change to the Kilgore
Main Street Program’s Fri-
days After 5 lineup, with

INSIDE
SPORTS: Get ready for KHS 
football with some key 
dates; Torrence wins in 
Denver. 

See Page 8

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Atwoods, Boda-
cious BBQ, Pat Anderson Furniture 
and The Back Porch.
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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD school board trust-
ees voted unanimously Monday 
to approve a compensation and 
benefits plan for the 2019-2020 
school year which includes an ad-

ditional $1.9 million investment, 
leading to substantial pay increas-
es for full-time teachers and other 
district employees.

The pay increases are a direct 
result of additional state funding 
for Texas schools mandated by 
House Bill 3, a measure signed 

into law by Gov. Abbott in June.
“Kilgore ISD is anticipating 

additional state funding for our 
2019-2020 school year,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. Andy Baker.

“This additional funding is com-
ing down from House Bill 3 which 
was signed into law earlier this sum-

mer. Please understand that House 
Bill 3 has, especially in comparison 
to many, many, many years past, 
has drastically overhauled public 
school revenue formulas and our 
funding mechanisms.”

According to information pre-
sented at the meeting and a KISD 

press release distributed Monday, 
the new compensation and ben-
efits plan will set the base annu-
al salary for beginning full-time 
teachers at $40,400.

Established teachers will see a 

Trustees OK ‘historic’ teacher pay bump

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A single-engine plane crash 
near Kilgore Airport July 20 
left a pilot with injuries and the 
plane severely damaged.

A July 20 Facebook post from 
Kilgore Police Department stat-
ed KPD and Kilgore Fire De-
partment units responded to 
the scene of the crash Saturday 
evening. Minor injuries were re-
ported.

KPD Asst. Chief Roman Rob-
erson said the Department of 
Public Safety took over the ini-
tial investigation.

“(The) plane had a single oc-
cupant and crashed on take-off.  
FAA (Federal Aviation Admin-
istration) will be looking into 
the cause,” Roberson wrote in 
an email.

Sgt. Jean Dark of the Tyler 
DPS office said DPS held the 
scene until FAA investigators 
arrived, at which point DPS 

handed the investigation over 
to the feds.

Kilgore Airport owner and 
manager Dana Sneed was at the 
facility when the crash occurred 
and rushed to assist the pilot.

“He was a pilot that has got his 

plane based out here at the air-
field,” Sneed said, identifying the 
pilot as Miguel Salazar and the 
plane as a Cessna 175.

“Apparently he taxied down 

Take-off crash sends man to hospital

COURTESY photo from KILGORE PD

KPD and KFD responders secure the scene of a single-engine plane crash at Kilgore Airport July 20. One occu-
pant, the pilot of the plane, was taken to the hospital with minor injuries. 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

If the water from your tap has a tinge of color this 
summer, there’s no need to worry.

Slight orange or reddish discoloration of water 
from the Kilgore public water supply is a normal, 
harmless result of increased water demand during 
the hottest months of the year, according to Direc-
tor of Public Works Clay Evers.

“It happens in the city of Kilgore every year,” 
Evers said Monday.

Evers cited several reasons often responsible for 

Discolored tap water
returns with surge in
summertime demand
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“I heard a loud crash and I knew exactly 
what it was. I took a look and sure enough 
he’d hit the field just to the east of us.”

Airfield Owner/Operator Dana Sneed

NEWS HERALD photos by JAMES DRAPER

Kilgore Firefighter/EMT Jim Schulgen tightens a tourniquet on Capt. 
Michael Stanley’s arm Monday morning during the first day of the 
2019  KFD Fire Camp. Learn more in Saturday’s edition

See SALARIES, Page 3


