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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Hear ye, hear ye!
Avalon Faire, Kilgore’s own Renaissance 

and fantasy fair, opened this past weekend 
and is now in the full swing of its spring-
time season.

Located at 1076 FM 1252 West in Kil-
gore, the annual attraction invites guests 
to step back in time and into a mystical 
land filled with magic, live music, en-
tertaining shows, fair food favorites and 
vendors offering wares of all kinds, from 
swords to soap.

The event got off to a great start on a 
bleary Saturday morning this past week-
end, though the crowd of guests quick-
ly grew as the sounds of acoustic music, 
clashing swords and cheerily shouting 
vendors filled the air.

It’s a big return for Avalon Faire, as 
last year’s event was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, the fair 
has expanded, adding new booths and 

attractions to their location, as well as 
bringing in new vendors and entertainers.

The fair will be open each weekend 

from April 17 to May 16. To learn more 
or purchase tickets, call (903) 983-0165 
or visit www.avalonfaire.com.

Come One, 
Come All!

Avalon Faire opens for spring season

News Herald Photos by Lucas Strough

Take heed, traveller, Avalon Faire is an interactive experience and you may encounter fairies, sprites and nymphs 
as you tour the grounds!

Bohemian Jewels performs belly-dancing to music Saturday morning on the 
Treehouse Stage at Avalon Faire� The stage, along with the other stages at 
the fair, will offer a variety of live entertainment each weekend�

Avalon Faire’s 
blacksmith Logan 
Talonsgrip (aka-
Keith Coleman) 
heats a length 
of metal at his 

blacksmith shop 
Saturday� He will 
perform demon-

strations of black-
smithing and 

metalworking at 
this year’s fair�

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A years-long legal battle over the collection 
of taxes in Kilgore ISD’s tax base may be edg-
ing closer to a conclusion, as attorneys repre-
senting the plaintiffs in the case have filed a 
“Motion to Compel” and a request for a status 
conference with Gregg Co. Court at Law No. 
2 Judge Vincent Dulweber.

The latest motion, filed on behalf of Gregg 
County taxpayers who allege KISD improperly 
collected tax revenues and seeks to bring all in-
volved parties to the table to hash out the final 
dispensation of the case, including the appro-
priate distribution of tax refunds.

Cause No. 2016-1850-CCL2, with plain-
tiffs Darlene Axberg, John Claude Axberg and 
Sheila Anderson is a suit filed against the entire 
KISD School Board, including past members 
no longer on the board, and Gregg County Tax 
Assessor-Collector Kirk Shields. The original 
suit has been expanded to a class-action law-
suit, pending class certification.

Originally, the lawsuit was filed by Gregg 
County residents Darlene Axberg, John Axberg 
and Sheila Anderson. The expanded class-ac-
tion suit includes plaintiffs Sheila Anderson, 
John Mills, Brenda Mills, James Nicks, Judy 
Nicks, Philip Eugene Patterson, Dale Hedrick, 
Laura Hedrick, Karen Wilson and Patrick R. 

KISD, plaintiffs 
seek end to 
long tax case

By CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A proposed bill in the Texas House could 
“decimate” city and county budgets across 
the state and is threatening economic devel-
opment projects, according to area officials.

House Bill 4072 would change how online 
sales taxes are paid — the city in which an 
item is delivered would receive the revenue 
instead of the city where the item is made 
and shipped. It’s a matter of sales tax being 
paid to destination cities instead of cities 
from which products originate.

That means a loss of millions of dollars 
of revenue annually for Gregg County and 
its cities and schools as sales tax funds in-
stead would be distributed to other cities in 
Texas and the U.S. from products made and 
shipped from Gregg County.

For economic development projects, 

Officials: Proposed 
bill threatens city, 
county budgets

See CASE, Page 10A

See BILL, Page 4A


