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INSIDE
SPORTS: KHS volleyball scrim-
mages, opening at home Tues-
day; football’s watermelon night 
Thursday, scrimmage next Friday. 

See Page 1B

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside for 
deals from Blonde Salon & More, 
Charburger Stock-Ade and CVS 
Pharmacy.
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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD trustees held a bud-
get workshop Thursday as part of 
an ongoing series of meetings and 
workshops focusing on critical dis-
trict facility needs.

The meeting, one of several held 
so far this summer, provided trust-
ees with additional information 
about the potential cost and tax 
impact of addressing serious issues 
with KISD campus buildings and 
facilities. No final decisions were 
made about district facility proj-
ects Thursday, as the information-
al meeting served to give trustees 
an overview of possible options to 

fund large-scale district improve-
ment projects.

Superintendent Andy Baker 
advised trustees to use the infor-
mation presented at the meeting 
to better understand the potential 
impacts such projects could have 
on the Kilgore community, in 
terms of tax impact.

“Part of the goal of tonight is to 
understand what any of this, in 
any form or fashion, might mean 
for this community. The second 
part of this is some good, strong 
discussion about what these proj-
ects might entail. You don’t have 
to make an ultimate decision to-
night,” Baker said.

At last week’s meeting and 

Thursday evening, trustees re-
viewed and discussed three poten-
tial bond programs to pay for the 
cost of district upgrades. Working 
with Claycomb Architects, KISD 
presented the preliminary bond 
scenarios to show trustees how 
many individual projects they 
could fund with different bond 
amounts and the tax impact each 
could have.

The meetings are part of a long-
term effort by the district to find 
out what faculty and staff most 
want to see changed and/or fixed 
in the buildings where they work 
throughout the year.

KISD details options to fund critical facility needs
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Kilgore ISD is discussing critical facility needs, including a new 
high school building�

From STAFF REPORTS

Kilgore College is hosting COVID-19 
vaccination clinics for the community 
with the next one set for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 9, in the carpeted gym of 
Parks Fitness Center, 701 Laird St., on the 
Kilgore campus.

Additional dates for the KC clinics are: 
Tuesday, Aug. 31 and Tuesday, Sept. 21.

The second dose will be available at least 
21 days after the first dose.

“We are pleased to have the opportu-
nity to partner with the Northeast Texas 
Public Health District to provide services 
designed to foster the health and safety of 
the college and our community,” President 
Brenda Kays said.

Both the Pfizer (two doses) and Johnson 
& Johnson (one dose) will be available.

Anyone 18 or older can choose to receive 
either vaccine. Persons 12 to 17 years old 
will only be offered the Pfizer vaccine, and 
they must be accompanied by their parent 
or legal guardian at the vaccine clinics.

Face coverings are required to be worn 
inside the vaccination clinic.

Appointments are recommended; how-
ever, walk-ins are welcome.

Times can be scheduled by visiting www.
NETHealthCOVID19.org using the spe-
cific portal, or by calling (903) 617-6404.

Those who have received another vacci-
nation of any kind, including flu or Shin-
gles, or who have recently tested positive 
for COVID-19, need to wait at least 14 
days before receiving the first (or a second) 
COVID-19 vaccine.

By RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

New confirmed and proba-
ble cases of COVID-19 in East 
Texas continued marching up-
ward on Thursday with the re-
lease of a twice-weekly report.

Gregg County’s numbers 
since Monday increased by 

101 probable cases and 96 con-
firmed cases, according to the 
Northeast Texas Public Health 
District, while Smith Coun-
ty saw a rise of more than 400 
new combined cases.

Gregg, Smith, Henderson, 
Rains, Wood, Van Zandt coun-
ties have seen a seven-day roll-
ing rate of more than 35 new 

cases per day, new data shows.
The Northeast Texas Pub-

lic Health District, known 
as NET Health, data showed 
Gregg County has had a total of 
12,441 confirmed and probable 
cases since the start of the pan-
demic. The number includes 
6,748 confirmed cases and 
5,693 considered probable. Of 

the cases, 6,187 are confirmed 
recovered and 5,121 are proba-
ble recoveries.

On Thursday, there were 449 
confirmed active cases in Gregg 
County and 480 active proba-
ble cases. The county has had 
112 confirmed deaths and 92 

Officials report nearly 200 virus cases in Gregg County

COVID-19 
vaccination 
clinic set 
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By CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A
t 82, Shirley Rae Sawyer 
has been dancing since 
the day she was born. To-

day, she shares her passion with 
the community by teaching a 
new beginner line-dancing class 
at Green Street Recreation Cen-
ter in Longview.

“It’s a good outlet. I would en-
courage anybody, if they like to 
dance at all, to take line dancing,” 
Sawyer said. “It’s easy enough. 
You don’t get frustrated and you 
make it fun.”

Sawyer, of Kilgore, keeps things 
fun for her new class by teaching 
participants to do newer, popu-
lar line dances like the “Macare-
na” and the “Cupid Shuffle” in 
addition to traditional favorites. 
The class, which began in June, is 
offered at 10 a.m. Wednesdays at 
the rec center.

While this class is new at Green 
Street, Sawyer’s affiliation with 
the Longview recreation center 
is not.

Sawyer, who grew up in Mar-
shall and who has danced her 
entire life, first began line danc-
ing at the recreation center in the 
summer of 1992 when she was 
54. At the time, members had to 
be 55 to join but younger par-
ticipants could still take part in 
classes by paying $1 each visit. 
When Sawyer turned 55, she of-
ficially became a member of the 
recreation center.

Then-instructors Pat Maddox 
and Eldon Boswell taught the 

dance classes at the time using 
45 records and cassette tapes. 
In 1993, a dance team formed 
from the center under the name 
the Green Street Swingers. Saw-
yer joined the group, which 
performed at nursing homes, 
churches, festivals, fairs and other 
events.

When Boswell retired in 1995, 
Sawyer began helping teach the 
classes and in 1996 she became 
an employee of the recreation 
center. While she was transferred 

to work at the Paula Martin 
Jones Recreation Center in 2000, 
Sawyer continued to teach dance 
classes and be involved at Green 
Street.

During her years leading the 
class, Sawyer would travel to 
other areas of Texas and bring 
back dances to share with the 
Longview group.

“We didn’t have YouTube back 
then,” she said. “I’d go to South 
Texas, to San Antonio and to 
Mission, and I’d bring dances 

back. That’s what I would do. 
I would just bring them back. 
I counted it up one time after I 
retired and we did 96 different 
dances.”

In addition to line dancing, 
Sawyer also previously clogged. 
She started in 1989 and clogged 
her many years, including being 
part of a local clogging group. 
Today, neuropathy in her feet 
prevents her from being able to 

Dancing Queen
At 82, Kilgore woman shares passion by teaching classes
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Shirley Sawyer leads a line dancing class Wednesday at the Green Street Recreation Cen-
ter�
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