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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD has submitted an 
application for a chance to re-
ceive federal grant funds for re-
placing or retrofitting one or 
more existing school buses in 
their fleet with an electric-pow-
ered alternative. KISD Director 
of Transportation Brady Wheeler 
discussed the grant and applica-
tion process at Monday’s school 
board meeting.

“I submitted an application and 
some information about our bus 
fleet,” Wheeler said.

“All of us are interested in this in 
the transportation department.”

The Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality has accepted 
applications for the Texas Clean 
School Bus (TCSB) Program.

 An estimated $13 million in 
grant funding is available to re-
place or retrofit school buses to 
help reduce children’s exposure to 
diesel exhaust in and around die-

sel-fueled school buses.
TCSB grants are available state-

wide, awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis and may reim-
burse up to 100 percent of the 
cost to retrofit school buses, or 
up to 80 percent of the cost to 
replace school buses with newer, 
cleaner models. 

Buses eligible for this program 
must be used on a regular daily 
route. Since its inception, the 
TCSB has awarded over $14 mil-
lion in grant funding.

While there is no guarantee 
KISD will be awarded a grant, 
Wheeler said, if they did receive 
the funding, it may be possible to 
replace some of their oldest model 

school buses which transport stu-
dents inside city limits.

Wheeler said some models of 
electric school buses can trav-
el 180 to 200 miles on a single 
charge, enough to cover any of 
KISD’s normal routes. 

However, he added, they would 
not be suitable for transporting 
students to distant destinations 
unless recharging facilities could 
be located en route.

Additionally, he said the grant 
would include recharging equip-
ment to use for the bus but the 
district would have to cover the 
cost of its installation and upkeep. 

Some electric buses can be fully 
charged in 3 to 4 hours, he said, 

and other than the engine, they 
are virtually identical to standard 
school buses.

More information is available at 
www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus.

The TCSB is administered un-
der the Texas Emission Reduction 
Plan (TERP). 

TERP helps to keep the air 
clean in Texas by providing grants 
to reduce Nitrogen Oxide (NOx) 
emissions from mobile sources 
and supporting programs that 
encourage the use of alternative 
fuels for transportation in Texas. 

To date, TERP has distributed 
more than $1.4 billion in grants 
and reduced NOx emissions by 
more than 186,000 tons.

KISD submits application for Texas Clean School Bus Program
Recipients can get up to 100% of costs 
of replacing bus with electric option

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

As October draws near, the 
City of Kilgore is preparing to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of its founding.

Kilgore Public Library is get-
ting in on the festivities with a 
variety of activities taking place 
throughout the month. KPL 
Director Stacey Cole described 
some of the upcoming events.

“We have a Sesquicentenni-
al Reading Incentive Program 
from Oct. 1-31 on Beanstack 
(kilgorelibrary.beanstack.org). 

Grand prizes will include 
gift cards and Kilgore-themed 
prize,” Cole said.

“We will also have a fine for-
giveness week to celebrate (de-
tails and parameters TBD), a 
Book Bag Surprise sign-up that 
is Sesquicentennial-themed and 
a Kilgore-themed scavenger 
hunt in the library.”

The library will also of-
fer clothing items for sale all 
month. Library T-shirts will be 
on sale for the month of Octo-
ber for $20 plus tax. 

They will also have City 
of Kilgore Sesquicentennial 
T-shirts for sale for $20 plus 
tax.

Saturday will begin a month’s 
worth of celebrations of this 
historic  anniversary.  The 
Chamber of Commerce’s E4 
Leadership program will host a 
sold-out celebration Saturday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Texan Theater 
and Old Post Office.

Library to 
celebrate 
city’s 150th 
in October

From STAFF REPORTS

T
he Gregg County His-
torical Museum hosted 
a Preservation Award re-

ception for Kilgore’s India Rad-
er Stroope on Friday, Sept. 23 at 
the historic Crim Estate.

India Ann Rader Stroope is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leroy Rader, founders of Rad-
er Funeral Home. Along with 
brother Charley, she grew up 
attending Frist Presbyterian 
Church and Kilgore public 
schools. After graduating from 
High School, India studied at 
North Texas State University 
but soon transferred to Texas 
Western University in El Paso.

In 1958, Stroope married 
Vernon Arthur Mitchell. Af-
ter they both graduated, they 
moved back to East Texas. 
Stroope taught second grade in 
Longview for a year while her 
husband was a funeral director 
for her father at Rader Funeral 
Home. They had three children: 
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The Gregg County Historical Museum hosted a Preservation Award reception for Kilgore’s In-
dia Rader Stroope on Friday at the historic Crim Estate�
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India Rader Stroope takes a photo with 
Kilgore Mayor Ronnie Spradlin�

Gregg County museum honors Kilgore’s India Rader Stroope

Preservation Award

See STROOPE, Page 3A


