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INSIDE
SPORTS: Sports: KHS, 
Sabine, KC women’s 
basketball a combined 
12-1; KC’s Williams is 
conference MVP.

See Page 1B

SHOPPING SMART: CVS Phar-
macy, Jen’s Kids Boutique, 
Mazzio’s, The Tackle Box 
and Walgreens
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“Much has been given 
us, and much will rightfully 
be expected from us. We 
have duties to others and 
duties to ourselves; and 
we can shirk neither. We 
have become a great na-
tion, forced by the fact of 
its greatness into relations 
with the other nations of 
the earth, and we must be-
have as beseems a people 
with such responsibilities.”

- Theodore Roosevelt (in 
his inaugural address from 
March 4, 1905)

•
THE clock is ticking: you 

have until 9 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 30, to make 

$25 transac-
tions at Main 
Street District 
stores partici-
pating in this 
year’s ‘Shop 
Small, Win 
Big’ push. 
You’ll get 

a Golden Ticket for each 
receipt of $25 or more, 
and you can turn those in 
to one of three prize bar-
rels to be randomly-drawn 
Monday, Dec. 2. There are 
multiple prize packages up 
for grabs, including one 
valued at $1,200. Find the 
list of stores, prize barrel 
locations and more details 
at KilgoreMainStreet.com.

•
REEL East Texas Film 

Festival’s veteran film-
maker-guests were eager 
to get back on a tour 
bus with Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin, former KNH 
Co-Publisher Bill Woodall 
and Tourism Manager 
Ryan Polk Saturday. Ap-
parently, the filmmakers 
tell us, you haven’t really 
lived until you’ve heard the 
mayor’s hat story.

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

The next, and possibly final, 
phase of a years-long lawsuit 
against Kilgore ISD will play out 
where it began: in Gregg County 
Court at Law No. 2.

In a Wednesday email, Kil-
gore ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Andy Baker confirmed the case 
has been sent back to the “local 
court” in Gregg County. Baker 
does not have information on 
when further court proceedings 
might occur. A mandate issued 
by the state  Friday, Nov. 8, con-
firms the Sixth Court of Appeals 
has remanded the case to the trial 
court, Gregg County Court at 
Law No. 2, for further proceed-
ings. As of Thursday, Nov. 21, 
Gregg County Court at Law No. 
2 does not yet have any proceed-
ings for this case scheduled.

The Sixth Court of Appeals 
mandated, in Oct. 2017, that 
Gregg County Judge Vin-
cent Dulweber hand down an 
amended judgment in favor of 
the plaintiffs.

“As stated in the Court’s opin-
ion of this date, we find revers-
ible error in the judgment of 
the court below. Therefore, we 
reverse the trial court’s order in 
part, to the extent that it refused 
to dismiss the ultra vires claims, 
and render judgment dismissing 
those claims; but we otherwise 
affirm the trial court’s actions 
and remand the remainder of 

KISD suit 
may end 
where 
it began
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A turkey vulture alights on the memorial oil derrick near Regions Bank Thursday morning, 
part of a steadily-growing group of the birds returning to roost on the monument near the 
intersection of Kilgore Street and Hwy. 42.

They’re Back

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Churches throughout Kilgore and 
East Texas have jumped feet-first 
into Operation Christmas Child’s 
National Collection Week, and hun-
dreds of boxes are making their way 
to Forest Home Baptist Church.

The congregation’s volunteers, 
led by Kim Gore, officially cut the 
ribbon on their shoebox collection 
station Monday outside the Annex 
Building at 15746 CR 173.

“We appreciate you being here so 
much,” Gore told the helpers, hap-
pily noting they had plenty of work 

already thanks to Eastview Baptist 
Church’s early drop-off of 234 boxes, 
building on last year’s 168. All-told, 
“Last year we collected 1,572 boxes 
from area churches.

For 2019, “I’ve heard good num-
bers from churches. All our numbers 
are up. Hopefully we’ll get lots of 
shoeboxes.”

An annual outreach by Samaritan’s 
Purse, Operation Christmas Child 
distributes millions of gift-boxes 
around the world every year. Global-
ly, the 2019 target for the effort is 11 
million packages for children.

Kilgore shoebox supporters 
hope to surpass 2018 collection

NEWS HERALD PHOTO by JAMES DRAPER

Kim Gore (right) helps daughter Erin cut the ribbon on Forest 
Home Baptist Church’s Operation Christmas Child shoebox col-
lection site Monday afternoon outside the Annex Building at 
15746 CR 173. A team of volunteers is collecting ready-packed 
shoebox gifts through noon, Nov. 25.

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

An online college guide is point-
ing would-be firefighters from 
across the nation to the Kilgore 
College Fire Academy, ranking the 
school’s fire science degree pro-
gram ninth among 429 peers in 

the United States and at the top of 
the list for Texas options.

According to Intelligent.com’s 
report on 2020 rankings, “The 
student-focused comprehensive 
research guide is based on an as-
sessment of 1,604 accredited col-
leges and universities. Each pro-
gram is evaluated based on cur-

riculum quality, graduation rate, 
reputation, and post-graduate em-
ployment.”

With an ‘Intelligent Score’ of 
67.77 – considering student en-
gagement, potential return on in-
vestment, and leading third party 
evaluations – the digital ranker 
notes KC’s Associate of Applied 

Science Degree in Fire Protection 
costs an estimated $155 per credit 
with 60 credits required to grad-
uate.

“Our research found your de-
gree program to be one of the 
best in the nation, with a unique 

KC Fire Academy nets 9th spot on national ranking of 429 programs
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