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Kilgore police are currently working 
to find more information in two local 
cold cases.

Each of the two cases involves an 
unidentified person, and learning 
more about these individuals may 
help KPD find answers in each case.

“Of course, we’re always working to 
prevent current crimes in Kilgore but 
we are also working on some of these 
older cases as well,” Police Chief Todd 
Hunter said.

Det. Sgt. Joey Chitwood, of KPD’s 
Criminal Investigations Unit, is lead-
ing the investigation into the two 
cases. He said KPD is working with 
Parabon Nanolabs, a DNA technol-
ogy company, in an effort to learn 
more about the unidentified persons 
in each case.

One case involves the remains of an 
unidentified woman discovered on 
Spinks Chapman Road, in the vicini-
ty of Interstate 20, on Dec. 23, 2000. 
At the time of the discovery, the re-
mains were skeletal and investigators 
could not determine exactly what the 

woman looked like while alive.
Analysis of the remains produced 

some information. A Parabon report 
showed the woman was of Native 
American ancestry, and there is a 75 
percent chance she is originally from 
Central America and a 17 percent 
chance she is originally from South 
America. The analysis also showed the 
woman had black hair, brown or dark 
eyes and light brown skin.

The investigation has not been 
able to determine the woman’s cause 
of death or if she was the victim of a 
crime. Animal tracks and bite marks 

were found at the scene, a common 
occurrence when a body remains in a 
wooded area for a length of time.

When the woman’s remains were 
discovered, two envelopes were found 
in some clothing and luggage at the 
scene. One letter, several handwrit-
ten pages, was addressed to a woman 
named Lori Renee Johns-Bowman. 
The second envelope contained a 
child’s birthday card, addressed to 
Madeline Michelle Bowman, who 
was 5-years-old at the time. Madeline 
Bowman would be approximately 27 
years of age now, may have recently 

lived in Tomball, near Houston, and 
may have been the granddaughter of 
the unidentified woman. The enve-
lope did not have a return name or 
address and appeared to have never 
been sent.

Det. Sgt. Chitwood said CeCe 
Moore, a genetic genealogist with 
Parabon Nanolabs, is working with 
KPD on the case and she will soon be 
taking some of the collected informa-
tion to DNA Doe Project, an organi-
zation which uses genetic genealogy 

City police searching for answers in years-old cold cases
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The spookiest season of the year is 
upon us, and the third annual kilGO-
RE College Horror Movie Festival re-
turns later this month to keep viewers 
shaking in fright with a selection of 
horror movies.

This year’s festival will take place 
Monday, Oct. 25 through Saturday, 
Oct. 30 at Dodson Auditorium on the 
Kilgore College campus.

Voting is open to help choose this 
year’s festival movies. To vote on what 
movies will be shown at the festival, 
visit https://bit.ly/kilGORE.

The poll closes Oct. 15 at midnight.
Here’s how you can get a seat for the 

scariest film fest in Kilgore:
Students with any valid student ID
1. Single Entry Tickets are $2 or 

bring a donation for the student food 
pantry

2. Film Fest Week pass is $10 (for 
seven films)

Non-Students
1. Single Entry Tickets are $4 or 

bring a donation for the student food 
pantry

2. Film Fest Week pass is $20 (for 
seven films)

Social distancing and masks are en-
couraged.

A movie will be shown each day at 
7:30 p.m., with a matinee set for noon 
on Saturday.

Keep up-to-date on current poll 
standings and other information by 
visiting Dodson Auditorium’s Face-
book page.

The final film list will be dependent 
on securing a final license for each 
film. If the top film is not able to be 
licensed, the runner-up will be played 
instead and so on.

By COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

The Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety is looking for a fugitive 
in relation to an “organized pre-
scription drug ring” out of Dallas 
targeting East Texas, including 
Rusk and Gregg counties.

Jordan Rose, 28, of Dallas, is 
accused of directing the drug 

ring, according 
to a statement 
released by DPS 
s p o k e s w o m a n 
Sgt. Jean Dark. 
After Rose was 
a r re s ted  on 
charges related to 
the ring, he post-

ed bond and was released.
“Rose posted bond in Smith 

County and was taken to Tarrant 
County, where he was arraigned 
and released,” the statement said. 
“However, Rose has outstanding 
warrants in Bexar County, Lou-
isiana and Florida with bonds 
totaling more than $3 million. 
Rose is now a wanted fugitive.”

The investigation began in 
2020, according to DPS.

Lindale Police arrested Jesus 

Granados, 25, of Dallas, on June 
15, 2020. According to DPS, po-
lice were called to a local phar-
macy on suspicion Granados was 
trying to use a forged prescrip-
tion to get Promethazine with 
codeine, a narcotic.

During the investigation, of-
ficers found Granados had a 

kilGORE 
Horror 
Movie 
Festival 
set Oct. 25

Federal arrests made in area drug ring; fugitive wanted

Jordan Rose
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B
rigitta’s Hungarian Restau-
rant in Kilgore is known 
for serving up unique 

dishes which are hard to find else-
where in the Lone Star State, and 
their distinctive menu and story 
have caught the attention of a 
long-running Texas TV series.

“The Daytripper,” hosted by 
Chet Garner, paid a visit to Bri-
gitta’s, located at 202 Texas 31 
East, on Thursday. The show, 
which airs on PBS, follows Gar-
ner and his crew as they visit 
towns across Texas to explore 
the food, culture and stories of 
folks who live there. The show 
premiered in 2009 and has won 
a variety of awards over a dozen 
seasons.

Mike and Brigitta Gyorfi sat 
down with Garner Thursday eve-
ning to introduce him to their 
Hungarian specialties, including 
sausages, cheese, beef and chick-
en paprikash, stuffed cabbage 
and sauerkraut.

While filming a segment for 
“The Daytripper,” the owners 
told Garner about the secret to 
good Hungarian cooking: papri-
ka. They order theirs through a 

Hungarian 

Home Cooking
Award-winning 
travel show, “The 
Daytripper” visits 
Kilgore eatery
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Chet Garner, host of Texas food and travel show “The Daytripper”, chats with Mike and 
Brigitta Gyorfi, of Brigitta’s Hungarian Restaurant, Thursday� The show documents the 
food, culture and traditions of folks across the Lone Star State�

“The Daytripper” 
got a look at the 
unique food and 
spirit of Brigit-
ta’s Hungarian 
Restaurant in 
Kilgore, includ-
ing footage of 
co-owner Mike 
preparing palascin-
ta in the kitchen�
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