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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“I used to think I was
indecisive, but now I’m
not too sure.”

•
CONGRATULATIONS,
Julia, on representing

your
school
and com-
munity
well at
the Miss
Gregg
County
Pageant.

Kudos, too, to mom and
dad, Melissa and Kevin
Greene.
MISS Kilgore 2019
earned first runner up
Thursday night.

•
THANKS, always, to B.J.
Clark for keeping us up-
to-date on local rainfall.
From his weather station
on Higginbotham, B.J.
tells us Kilgore received
0.52 inches of actual pre-
cipitation Wednesday.
IT’S the first measur-
able rain at that location
since July 29.

•
K CASTLES reminds us
she’s sold several win-
ning draw down tickets
in prior years, and the
next $5,000-prize event
is coming soon, Oct. 4
in the Texan Theater.
There are just 100 tickets
being sold at $100 each
for a chance to win the
cash in the 2019 Reverse
Draw Down Fundraiser
benefiting Kilgore Boys &
Girls Club. They’re being
snapped up, but K and
other volunteers (i.e. the
BGC board members
organizing the benefit)
might have one (or two,
or three) left for those

INSIDE
SPORTS: Kilgore-Pine Tree 
football coverage.

See Page 1B

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside 
for money-savings specials 
from CVS Pharmacy, DeHart Veterinary, 
Factory Direct Flooring, The Tackle Box, 
Twinoaks Kilgore Storage and Walgreens.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

Potential customers 
are searching for 

your business.

Spot yourself in this space:

Advertise Today! 
903.984.2593

COURTESY photo 
by AMY BATES

Miss Gregg 
County 2018, 
Kilgore’s 
Tori Shipman 
(right), 
presents 
the second 
runner-up 
award to 
2019 Miss 
Kilgore, 
Julia Green, 
Thursday 
night at 
the Gregg 
County Fair-
grounds.
SEE PAGE 4A

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

For once, Kilgore’s sales 
tax rollercoaster has found 
a straightaway.

The city’s September 
allocation from the state 

comptroller’s office arrived 
this week at $780,361.32, 
a slim $47 more than the 
same month a year back – 
it’s a 0.00 percent change 
after months of a steadying 
trend.

With that final check, 

the city closes the sales tax 
books on Fiscal Year 2019 
with gross revenues of $10.7 
million, an 8.4 percent im-
provement compared to 
FY2018, which saw 36.8 
percent growth on FY17.

In Kilgore, City Hall 

takes two-thirds of month-
ly sales tax revenues while 
the remainder goes to Kil-
gore Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. The 
city’s portion of Fiscal ’19 
was about $7.16 million 
(about 17 percent over its 

$6.1 million budget pro-
jection.

Notably, on Tuesday 
Kilgore City Council 
members unanimously-ap-
proved their Fiscal Year 

Sales tax levels-off completely in last check of FY19

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

After time back at the drawing board, 
SWEPCO has crafted a new plan to add 
wind energy into its power mix.

About this time in 2017, the utility’s repre-
sentatives were spreading the word about the 
Wind Catcher initiative. That $4.5 billion 
proposal was ultimately canceled in July 2018 
after meeting resistance and being rejected by 
the Texas Public Utility Commission.

Still committed to diversifying its gener-

ation capacity through green means, wind 
and solar, SWEPCO took the feedback and 
crafted a new proposal, aiming to add 810 
megawatts in wind energy by 2022.

“As we look out where our industry is going 
and what the expectations of our customers 
are, of our regulators, it’s very clear we’re go-
ing to have to reduce our carbon emissions,” 
says SWEPCO’s Brian Bond, vice president 
of external affairs. “Wind is more cost-effec-
tive at this point than solar. It’ll help reduce 

SWEPCO breathes new life
into wind energy efforts

NEWS HERALD photo by LUCAS STROUGH

Kaitlin de Graffenried, Kilgore Public Library’s technical services and programming coordinator, shows off a 
book about zombies to fourth-graders in the children’s section of the library. Kilgore Intermediate School Dual 
Language teachers Samantha Figueroa and Maria Parker led their students on the field trip as the students 
learned about activities and services available at the library.

NEWS HERALD photo 
by LUCAS STROUGH

Traffic backs 
up at the 
intersection 
of Hwy. 259 
and Hwy. 31 
early Friday 
morning. 
Drivers had 
to carefully 
navigate 
intersections 
in town after 
a power 
failure shut 
down traffic 
lights. 

See SALES TAX, Page 3A

See FLAGS, Page 2A

See WIND, Page 3A

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

An incorrect banner in the City of Kilgore’s ‘Six 
flags over Texas’ display was ultimately sorted out 
this week following a brief but contentious dia-
logue between a local couple and City Hall.

The flag in question is one of three official banners 
flown by the Confederate States of America, in pow-
er here from March 1861 through 1865. For at least 

Complaint spurs
fix to flag display


