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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore College board trustees vot-
ed unanimously Monday evening to 
keep tuition rates unchanged in the 
2022-2023 academic year, as many 
students are still struggling with the 
effects of the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic.
Also included in the vote were in-

creases to several college and student 
fees, though the increases are slight 
and KC remains competitive in 
overall costs compared to commu-
nity colleges in the East Texas area, 
officials said.

“As we were developing the rec-
ommended fees, one of the things 
that we wanted to make sure that 
we were cognizant of was that we 
are still in the pandemic,” said Terry 
Hanson, KC’s CFO and Vice Presi-

dent of Administrative Services.
“We know that times are tough 

for everyone. We definitely took 
that into consideration for tuition 
and fees. The great news is that we 
are recommending no changes to 
our tuition. So, tuition will remain 
the same as it has been and that’s for 
all areas: dual-credit, in-district, out-
of-district and non-residents.”

Hanson also said the recommen-
dation to the board included no 
changes to KC’s general education 
fee.

“However, we are recommending 
a campus security fee. That will be 
$15 per semester. This will gener-
ate approximately $120,000. This 
will not be charged to dual-credit 
students. For a student that attends 
both fall and spring semesters, the 
total impact will be $30 per year.”

The funds generated by this fee 
will go towards administrative and 
capital costs related to campus secu-
rity, Hanson said.

Several other fees will see slight 
increases.

KC’s distance learning fee was $30 
per course for the last academic year, 
and Monday’s recommendation in-
cluded language to change the fee 
to $15 per semester hour. Roughly, 
this translates to about a $5 increase 
per course for students using dis-
tance learning for a total increase of 
$0-20 per semester, depending on 
students’ course load.

The e-services fee assessed by KC 
was previously $5 per course and 

By SCOTT BRUNNER
sbrunner@news-journal.com

Two Longview women came closer to 
healing and closure this week when officials 
confirmed human remains found in Decem-
ber were those of their mother.

“It’s a light at the end of the tunnel now 
where we were just kind of lost in the dark 
before,” Lita Walker said Wednesday.

Gregg County Sheriff ’s Office spokesman 
Lt. Josh Tubb on Tuesday confirmed that an 
autopsy report shows the remains found in a 
car in a wooded area off Mount Pisgah Road 
in the Kilgore area are those of Rosemary 
Rodriguez, 54, who had been missing since 
October 2019.

Walker and her sister, Frances Rodriguez, 
said officials told them a few days before the 
news was publicly announced. When offi-
cials found the car in December, they said 

From STAFF REPORTS

Tuesday, March 1 is Election Day in the 
Republican and Democratic primaries. This 
is the last day that registered voters will be 
able to vote in the primary elections, which 
cover a number of county, state and local 
races.

GREGG COUNTY
Gregg County voters can vote at any poll-

ing place. Election Day polling locations will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Longview Community Center: 500 E. 
Whaley St., Longview 75601

• Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church 2500 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Dozens of Kilgoreites gathered 
at the Texan Theater on Thurs-
day evening to celebrate Kilgore 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
STAR Gala, in which individuals 
and local businesses are celebrat-
ed for the contributions to the 
community.

Outgoing Chamber Chair 
Mark Henderson, of AEP/
SWEPCO, welcomed attendees 
to the Mardi Gras-themed event 
and recounted the chamber’s 
achievements over the past two 
years.

“In 2021, we launched our 
90th year in business and con-
tinued to provide support to 
members of the community on 
COVID-19 issues and ways to 
survive that,” Robinson said.

“We survived ‘Snowmaged-
don.’ an event that we will not 
soon forget, in February. We 
maintained ‘Shop Local, Shop 
Small’ all year long on social me-
dia and Kilgore Area Take-Out, a 
Facebook group, continued to be 
a favorite. We held a federal Cap-
itol Connect on Zoom with our 
three federally elected officials, 
Sen. John Cornyn, Sen. Ted Cruz 
and Rep. Gohmert.”

Henderson also described how 
the chamber led the “I’m Here” 
campaign to support local busi-
nesses, unveiled a new chamber 
logo and held their E4 Leader-
ship Conference at Camp Gilm-
ont.

Current chamber chair Bobbie 
Hurley O’Dell, CEO of Arpco 
Valves & Controls, revealed the 
new chamber slogan for 2022 
will be “Come Grow With Us” 
before announcing the STAR 
Award winners.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
O’Dell said 130 community 

members cast their votes in the 
People’ Choice Award category, 
and the three businesses with 
the most votes were Downtown 
D’Lites, Josey Wales Antiques 
& More and Everything That 
Blings.

Josey Wales Antiques & More 
secured the win for the People’s 
Choice Award.

Kim Pollard, owners of the 
business, accepted the award 
from O’Dell.

INNOVATION, 
PERSEVERANCE AND 
RESILIENCY AWARD

“In 2020, when we had some 

extra time, the board of direc-
tors went over the awards we 
were handing out. One of the 
ones that we started doing last 
year was the IPR Award. It’s a 
really awesome award to have 
because it’s for someone who has 

innovated, persevered through 
some difficult circumstances and 
they’ve shown resiliency,” O’Dell 
said.

O’Dell announced the 2022 

Kilgore College votes to keep tuition rates unchanged
Several fees to 
increase slightly

Sisters gain 
closure after 
missing mom’s 
remains found

Gregg, Rusk 
County Election 
Day is Tuesday

STAR GALA
Awards celebrate people, businesses who make city great
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Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce Outgoing Chair Mark Henderson, of AEP/SWEPCO, 
receives an award thanking him for his service to the chamber from current Chair Bobbie 
Hurley O’Dell, CEO of Arpco Valves & Controls, at Thursday’s STAR Gala�
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Kim Pollard, owner of Josey Wales Antiques & 
More, accepts the 2022 People’s Choice Award 
at the STAR Gala Thursday evening� Her busi-
ness was the winner of the three businesses 
which won the most votes�
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City Manager Josh Selleck says he is 
grateful to all City Hall staff, city council 
members and local business leaders and 
officials who help make Kilgore great� 
Selleck earned the STAR Award�
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