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Ein Prosit!: City gears up for Oktoberfest
From STAFF REPORTS
Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany has been cancelled for the
second year in a row, but Oktoberfest in Kilgore will take place
Saturday, Oct. 16 from 1 to
9 p.m. downtown.
The family-friendly event returns this year with food, fun and
more. Live music, authentic German food and, of course, many
varieties of beer will be available.
Attendees wearing a traditional Lederhosen or Dirndl will
have a chance to enter the “Best
Dressed” competition.
The event schedule is as follows:

• 1:15 p.m. — Opening and
tapping of the keg
• 1:25 p.m. — Performance
by “Bier Nutz,” a local oom-pah
band
• 2:15 p.m. — Chicken Dance
competition
• 2:30 p.m. — Performance by
Shannon Roberts Children’s Orchestra
• 2:35 p.m. — Bier Stein Holding Competition
• 3:00 p.m — Performance by
“Bier Nutz,” a local oom-pah
band
• 4:15 p.m. — Performance by
Texas Rhythm Cloggers

The Bier Nutz
perform at a
past Kilgore
Oktoberfest� The
oom-pah band
will once again
be performing
on Saturday,
along with other
community groups�

See OKTOBERFEST, Page 2A
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State Rep.
Dean: Much
work left to do
in redistricting

Kilgore Pride
DAR chapter presents Women in American History
Awards to Gussie Nell Davis, Jeanne Denman Hale

By MALERI MCHAM
mmcham@tylerpaper.com

The first draft of a map redrawing Texas House districts shows a change in the
counties state Rep. Jay Dean represents,
but the Longview Republican said it is not
yet set in stone.
Texas House members on Thursday released the first proposal for a new map
redrawing the chamber’s 150-member districts. The initial draft shows Dean’s House
District 7 shifting from Upshur and Gregg
counties to Gregg, Harrison and Marion
counties.
“This is just a first pass of things,” Dean
said. “It doesn’t mean it’s going to be the
final product.”
The Texas Legislature is in its third
See DEAN, Page 2A

COVID-19
spread declines
in Gregg County
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Kilgore College Rangerettes Director Dana Blair, DAR representatives Martha Deen and Patti Cunyus, and sophomore Rangerette Ivy Adams pose for a photo after posthumously presenting the DAR Women in American History
award to Gussie Nell Davis, the original founder and first director of the Rangerettes� Blair accepted the award,
bestowed by the Samuel Paul Dinkins Chapter of the DAR, on Davis’ behalf�

From STAFF REPORTS
KILGORE — Two women
instrumental in the Rangerettes
program were honored by the
Samuel Paul Dinkins chapter of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution this past weekend.
The Kilgore DAR chapter
presented posthumous Women in American History awards
to Gussie Nell Davis, founder
and first director of the Rangerettes, and Jeanne Denman
Hale, who, in addition to many
other accomplishments, founded Rangerettes Forever, the first
alumni group of its kind.
Rangerettes Director Dana

Blair accepted the award on
behalf of Gussie Nell Davis on
Wednesday, while Jeanne Denman Hale’s daughter Martha
Deen accepted an award on her
behalf Saturday.
The National Society of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution is a service organization that is passionate about
serving our community, preserving history, educating our
children, and honoring and
supporting those who serve our
nation.
Gussie Nell Davis
The Paul Dinkins Chapter
says Gussie Nell Davis was honored for “her exciting innova-

tion that has covered the globe.”
“On November 4, 1906, in
Farmersville, a star was born
— a star whose brilliant beam
would skyrocket across Texas,
the United States, and across
the globe. Throughout her life,
Gussie Nell Davis was often
compared to a “ball of fire” and
she would indeed blaze a shining new art-form, the dancedrill phenomenon.
Dr. B.E. Masters, dean of
Kilgore Junior College, was
known for his expectation of
excellence. He had heard from
a friend about a dynamic young
woman who directed Greenville
High School’s pep squad, which
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COVID-19’s spread in Gregg County continues to ease as public health officials on Monday announced fewer than half the number of
new cases than in their previous report.
The Northeast Texas Public Health District
reported 81 new cases of COVID-19 — 47
confirmed and 34 probable — in Gregg County residents since its report on Thursday that
showed 156 total new cases in county residents. Monday’s report included four days,
while Thursday’s was the previous three days.
NET Health on Monday also reported Gregg
County’s community spread level dropped
again from “substantial” to “moderate.”
The county’s community spread level, which

See AWARDS, Page 2A

See COVID, Page 4A
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By RAQUEL TORRES

under her direction, performed
drills and a few dance steps on
the football field, and she had
named them the Flaming Flashes. Dr. Masters asked Gussie
Nell Davis to come to Kilgore,
and he told her that he wanted
her to form a group of girls that
would fulfill three goals:
1. Equalize the boy/girl ratio
at the college, which was then
6-1
2. Provide girls more opportunities for physical activity
3. Provide a half-time show at
football games which would entertain the fans enough to keep
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