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JAMES DRAPER
“We can’t heal the
world today, but we can
begin with a voice of
compassion, a heart of
love, an act of kindness.”

– Mary Davis
•

HAPPENING today:
Kilgore College’s 10th
annual Music Machine
Sacred Music Camp con-

cert and
musical
is set for
2 p.m. in
St. Luke’s
UMC
Activity
Center
Gym, with

more than 40 campers
performing songs along
with their show “Legends
at Camp Garner Creek.”
ALSO: It’s the final day
of Kilgore Main Street’s
Potter Fest, running from
3 p.m. in the Texan The-
ater. More Tri-Wizard
Trivia’s ahead for fans of
the Wizarding World with
a screening of the last
film in the series, “Harry
Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, Pt. 2.”

•
WELCOME to Kilgore:
Carsten, Manuela Leah
and Jen.

•
HELPING Hands is a
great resource for people
in need, and the charity
throws its doors open wid-
er the second Monday of
each month in a ‘produce
drop’ from East Texas Food
Bank. The pick of fruits and
veggies is a surprise each
time, but there’s plenty to
go around. Grab some
bags from the house and
drop by 201 S. Martin St. at
noon Aug. 12 to load up.

•
STARTING today, Kil-
gore Public Library is
open the second Sat-
urday of each month
(through November).
Drop by from 9 a.m. to

INSIDE
SPORTS: Bigs wins for KC, 
Kilgore boys basketball.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from CVS Pharma-
cy, J de Graffenried Dentistry and 
Skinner’s Grocery.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

David Pace, Jr., Agent

2713 S. Henderson Blvd.
Kilgore, TX
903.988.8468
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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore College board 
trustees held a board retreat 
meeting Saturday, August 3, 
to review board procedures 
for continually serving mem-
bers, as well as getting new 
trustees up to speed on prop-
er protocols.

Attorney Leigh Porter, who 
has provided legal services to 
KC for two years, conducted 
the presentation.

“We met over a year ago. 
Since that point in time, 
we’ve had new board mem-
bers actually join the board 
and this was actually an at-
torney update that (Porter) 
gave us, and I think it was 
very helpful, and I believe 
it would be helpful for our 
newest board members,” said 
KC President Dr. Brenda 
Kays. “It never hurts to be 
reminded of some of these 
things.”

Two new KC trustees were 
sworn into office June 27. 
Janice Bagley, of Overton 
and Jon Rowe, of Gladewa-
ter, were unanimously ap-
pointed by the board in June 
after winning election to the 
two vacated seats.

Porter said the presentation 
would keep board members 
aware of important subjects 
and she would provide addi-
tional information if needed.

“Hopefully, it’s an op-
portunity to reinforce cer-
tain things and if you have 
some questions, I can try to 

Volunteers, donors help create Chandler Outdoor Learning Area

College
trustees 
review 
board 
policies

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

The annual budget hurricane 
is blowing strong at Kilgore City 
Hall, and council members were 
doused with information during 
their late-July budget workshop.

Considering it all, however, the 

community’s elected officials are 
looking to clear skies ahead.

“It was a lot of information for us 
to digest,” Mayor Pro Tem Harvey 
McClendon allowed. “We’ll have a 
couple more meetings, workshops, 
before we finalize.

That said, “I think we’re ahead 
of the curve on it. I think we’re in 

good shape this year to do some 
positive things.”

In particular, for Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin, the city’s economic recov-
ery puts a silver lining to the yearly 
discussion of revenues, expenses, 
ongoing projects and spending 
priorities. Fiscal Year 2019-2020 
launches Oct. 1.

“It is such a contrast and such 
a relief to go into a budget where 
you’re not having to do a hatchet 
job to balance and not contemplat-
ing shortfalls of income,” Spradlin 
said. He’s not expecting a tax in-
crease this fall: “I think we’ve en-
tered a point where our economy 
has recovered and things have stabi-

lized at a sustainable rate. Even with 
the same tax rate, we’re still able to 
maintain an increased street repair 
and capital improvement budget 
for water and sewer.”

Among priorities, there’s no 
single project that stands out to 

Council has high hopes amid budget season
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By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Wagner Tuning was at 
a crossroads – with ris-
ing costs of production in 
California, CEO Carsten 
Wagner and his team had 
to plan for the future of 
their high-end auto parts 
operation.

In the end, for the Ger-
man manufacturer, there 
was no question.

“We had to make a de-
cision,” Wagner said, “and 
the decision was Kilgore.”

It wasn’t just the com-
munity’s strong industrial 
base. It wasn’t just its ideal 
location. It wasn’t just the 

healthy energy costs.
“We decided to do this 

here because it’s busi-
ness-friendly. Here, every-
body cares about jobs.”

Alongside his wife, Man-
uela, Wagner stood with 
Kilgore Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Ex-
ecutive Director Amanda 
Nobles, Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin, Gregg County 
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(From right) Kilgore EDC Executive Director Amanda Nobles, Manuela Wagner, Wag-
ner Tuning CEO Carsten Wagner, KEDC Board President Bryan Johnston, Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin and Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt break ground on the German high perfor-
mance auto parts manufacturer’s new Kilgore facility Friday morning at Synergy Park.

German auto parts manufacturer
breaks ground on Kilgore facility

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD has wrapped up the 
majority of work on a new Outdoor 
Learning Area at Chandler Elemen-
tary in time for the new school year 
to begin.

“The idea for the Chandler Ele-

mentary Outdoor Learning Area 
began during the 2016-17 school 
year. Campus and district admin-
istrators began talking about how 
we might create an outdoor learn-
ing area at Chandler Elementary to 
aid students’ “hands on” experiences 
and that might also increase oppor-
tunities for our community to be 

actively involved in this campus,” 
said KISD Superintendent Dr. An-
dy Baker in an email.

Baker said KISD received three 
“very generous” grants used to fund 
the construction of the learning 
area. Lowe’s Home Improvement 
gave $39,250, Whole Kids Foun-
dation gave $2,000 and East Texas 

Lumber provided $796.64.
“The grants were used by the dis-

trict to purchase the supplies and 
materials needed to complete this 
project,” Baker said.

Work commenced on the area 
last year and continued through this 

Wagner Tuning CEO 
Carsten Wagner signs 

a final agreement 
cementing the 

company’s relocation 
to Synergy Park.


