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INSIDE
SPORTS: Soccer, basketball 
hit full tilt for KHS, Sa-
bine; Lady Rangers host 
Trinity Valley today.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look in-
side for money-savings 
specials from All Star 
Ford, CVS Pharmacy and 
Walgreens Pharmacy.

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

K
ilgore ISD superintendent 
Dr. Andy Baker started the 
job just over a year ago in 

January 2019. The start of classes 
this week on Wednesday marked 
his one-year anniversary with the 
district and he reflected on a year of 
hard work and achievement.

“I believe my first year here in 
Kilgore has been very positive,” 
Baker said by email.

“My understanding of Kilgore 
ISD prior to my 
arrival was one 
of tradition and 
pride and my 
time here thus far 
has proven this to 
be true.”

Baker was the 
unanimous choice 
by the KISD 
board of trustees 

to take over as superintendent after 
former superintendent Cara Cooke 
tendered her resignation last sum-
mer. The search for candidates was 
assisted by a specialist from Region 
7 Education Service Center.

Baker was appointed the lone 
finalist at a special board meeting 
Nov. 30, 2019 on a unanimous 
school board vote. Trustees reached 
their decision after a weeks-long 
process narrowing an original list of 
over 70 applicants.

Following the vote, KISD board 
president Reggie Henson said 
the board felt Baker was the right 
choice for the job.

“We felt like he was the best fit 
for our district. We had some great 
candidates but we felt like he was 
the best fit,” Henson said.

This week, Baker said his first 
year with KISD left him impressed 

by the commitment of faculty, 
staff and students and he is look-
ing forward to building upon 
achievements met over the past 12 
months.

“Over this past year, as the Su-
perintendent of Schools for Kil-
gore, I’ve visited our schools, I’ve 
had the opportunity to meet with 

our faculty and staff, I’ve had the 
chance to talk to many of our stu-
dents, and I’ve been able to work 
in conjunction with our KISD 
School Board. My observations 
throughout this first year show that 
we do many things well, but my in-
teractions thus far with our faculty 
and staff and our School Board of 

Trustees also show that there is a 
deep, foundational commitment in 
this school system to improve every 
day and every year. This commit-
ment to cultivating a positive learn-
ing environment in KISD was here 
prior to my arrival, and together we 

From STAFF REPORTS

Panola County District Attorney 
Danny Buck Davidson this week 
named Gregg County First Assis-
tant District Attorney April Sikes 
special prosecutor in the trial of 
the man accused in the December 
31, 2019 murder of Panola County 

Deputy Chris Dickerson.
This action follows in response 

to Gregg County District Attor-
ney Tom Watson’s offer of prose-
cutorial assistance made after con-
sultation with and the backing of 
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt. 
Additionally, Panola County will 
reimburse Gregg County for any 

expenses that Gregg County incurs 
as a result of this assistance to Pa-
nola County.

Deputy Dickerson was shot 
multiple times while conducting a 
traffic stop in Panola County. The 
suspect fled to Shreveport, where 
he was taken into custody.

“As a former police officer and 

detective, news of this senseless 
tragedy really hit me hard,” said 
Watson. “So, as soon as the news 
broke, I reached out to Danny to 
lend assistance, knowing that with 
his smaller staff and limited re-
sources, it needed to be done. I’d 

From STAFF REPORTS

OVERTON — The Sabine Riv-
er Authority of Texas (SRA) was 
pleased to award the City of Over-
ton a Community Assistance Pro-
gram Grant on January 7, as part 
of SRA’s Fiscal Year 2020 Econom-
ic Development Initiative.

The $20,000 check will be used 
to assist the City to make repairs 
and renovations to the North Lake 
Dam and spillway. David Mon-
tagne, SRA’s Executive Vice-Pres-

ident and General Manager, in a 
letter to the City, wrote “the City’s 
project to work on completion of 
TCEQ mandated repairs and ren-
ovations to the North Lake Dam 
and spillway is an initiative that 
SRA supports in its efforts to im-
prove water and wastewater sys-
tems throughout the basin” and 
“SRA looks forward to working 
with the City in the future as we 
continue to focus on increasing 
the economic vitality of the Sabine 
River Basin.”

Funds provided for the Com-
munity Assistance Grant Program 
must fall within four project cat-
egories, which include 1) Water 
Supply; 2) Wastewater Manage-
ment; 3) Water Conservation; and 
4) Water Quality and most are lim-
ited to $10,000 per project. Funds 
for the grant to the City of Over-
ton were approved by SRA’s Board 
of Directors in December 2019.

In order to be eligible for the 
Community Assistance Program, 
applicants should be a governmen-

tal entity, district, or a non-profit, 
member-owned water supply cor-
poration or sewer service corpora-
tion and located within the Sabine 
River Basin of Texas.

Water resource projects should 
be consistent with the statutory 
mission of SRA.

Created as a conservation and 
reclamation district in 1949, re-
sponsibilities of the SRA are to con-
trol, store, preserve and distribute 

“The greatest glory in liv-
ing lies not in never falling, 
but in rising every time we 
fall.”

— Nelson Mandela
•

SCHOOL started this 
week at KISD campuses but 
the holiday slump will offi-

cially end 
next week, 
as the city 
of Kilgore 
gets back 
into the 
swing of 
things with 
an assort-
ment of 

events. Kilgore City Council 
will hold their first meeting 
on 2020 on Jan. 14, a pub-
lic safety open house event 
will be held at the Ronnie D. 
Moore Public Safety Center 
on Jan. 16 and the “20/20 
Vision” prayer and Scripture 
reading event will take place 
next weekend. It’s a relief to 
me, faithful readers, to see 
the City of Stars springing 
back to life after the winter 
slumber. The KNH team is 
anxious to get back out into 
the community and begin 
covering the stories you 
want to see in our pages.

•
THERE’S some nasty 

weather predicted for this 
weekend, and tempera-
tures are expected fall. This 
means, among other things, 
that it’s the perfect time to 
hunker down around a 
warm bowl of that favorite 
Texas dish: chili. If you’ve 
got a tried-and-true recipe 
that sticks to your ribs, now 
is the time to whip out your 
Dutch oven or cast-iron 
skillet and get to cooking. If 
you’d rather leave the cook-
ing up to someone else, feel 
free to attend the annual 
Kilgore Lions Club Chili 
Luncheon on Thursday, 

KISD superintendent reflects on first year

NEWS HERALD Photo by Lucas Strough

One year ago, new KISD superintendent Andy Baker introduced himself to Kilgore Middle School 
teachers and administrators in the campus library. Baker visited each KISD campus Jan. 7, 2019 
and attended a special reception at the Old Post Office for a face-to-face with members of the 
community. This week marks his first full year with the district.

DR. ANDY BAKER

City of Overton receives Community Assistance Grant

Gregg ADA named prosecutor in Panola murder case
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