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INSIDE
SPORTS: See previews of 
area high school football 
in Game Time Weekly 
(pages 5-6), and how KHS 
dominates cross country, 
again.

See Page 10A

SHOPPING SMART: Look in-
side for money-saving 
specials from Atwood’s, 
Circle Café and Kilgore 
Lions Club. 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

It seems too good to be true, 
especially to parents – but it is 
true.

Kilgore ISD has announced 
plans to offer free meals to all 
students for the remainder of 
the 2020-2021 school year, 
starting this coming Monday, 
November 2.

The announcement was made 
on social media at the end of last 
week, following a decision by 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture (which oversees 
public school lunch programs) 

to extend additional funding 
to schools, allowing free meals 
to be offered in schools nation-
wide through the end of the 
2020-2021 school year.

An October 9 press release 
from USDA announced the de-
cision:

“U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue announced (Oct. 
9) that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is extend-
ing flexibilities to allow free 
meals to continue to be avail-
able to all children throughout 
the entire 2020-2021 school 
year. The flexibilities extended 
today will allow schools and 

other local program operators 
to continue to leverage the 
Summer Food Service Program 
(SFSP) and the Seamless Sum-
mer Option (SSO) to provide 
no cost meals to all children, 
available at over 90,000 sites 
across the country, through 
June 30, 2021.”

KISD has also taken part 
in the Summer Food Service 
program in recent years, offer-
ing free meals to young people 
over the summer months when 
school is out of session. This 
is because many low-income 

KISD basic lunches free to all students

Courtesy photo

Basic lunches at Kilgore High School (above) and all KISD campuses will 
be free for all students for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year, 
thanks to a plan put in place by the USDA.

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

That’s what we like about Kilgore!
Kilgoreites have been patiently 

awaiting progress (and the promise 
of Blizzards and steak finger bas-
kets) on a new Dairy Queen loca-
tion at Lantrip Street and Highway 
259 and, Tuesday morning, the 
project took a big step forward.

DQ representatives, Kilgore city 
councilmembers and K-K Mobbs 
Construction members turned up 
to the location at 600 N. Hender-
son Boulevard (259) on a misty 
morning for a groundbreaking cer-
emony. Two Kilgore College Ran-
gerettes were also at the scene to 
hoist gold-plated shovels, marking 
the beginning of the long-awaited 
construction project.

Ashley Gary, Director of Oper-
ations for Hometown Restaurant 
Group, said the new DQ will be 
one-of-a-kind in the Lone Star 
State.

“We are thrilled that we have the 
opportunity to be part of the Kil-
gore community. We have been 
preparing for months to make this 
one of our greatest stores yet. The 
new Kilgore location will feature 
the new Dairy Queen building con-
cept, giving an updated and mod-
ern look to the well-known Dairy 

Queen brand. This store will actual-
ly be one of three stores in the Unit-
ed States that will be showcasing 
our new look and the only store in 
the state of Texas when it is com-
pleted,” she said via email prior to 
the event.

At the groundbreaking, Gary said 
the long-awaited construction proj-
ect would make a unique addition 
to Kilgore.

“It’s definitely been a process to 
get here but we’re excited to final-
ly move forward and move forward 
with the new concept. We’re excited 
to bring that and showcase that and 

y’all getting to be a part of that too.”
District Manager Joe Scally 

agreed. “It’s good. I’m glad we’re fi-
nally getting it going.”

Hometown Restaurant Group, 
based in Lindale, has also opened 
DQs in Athens, Chandler, Chapel 
Hill, Cleburne and other Texas lo-
cations.

The new design, as well as heavy 
rains last year, were responsible for 
some project delays. Residents on 
Lantrip Street complained about 
the long delays, which shut down 
part of the street for months. How-
ever, as K-K Mobbs Construction 

prepares to carry out the building 
phase of the project, Kilgoreites can 
finally breathe a sigh of relief (and 
maybe feel a few hunger pangs) as 
they watch the project unfold.

Kilgore Mayor Ronnie Spradlin, 
also on hand for the groundbreak-
ing, joked that he’d gotten a phone 
call from the mayor of Henderson, 
which reportedly boasts the oldest 
DQ in the state. Spradlin countered 
by noting Kilgore would be home 
to the newest in the state, as well as 
the only one in Texas to feature the 
new design, and said he was happy 
to claim that honor for the city.

DQ-ING IT RIGHT! 
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Members of the Kilgore College Rangerettes, Kilgore Area Chamber of Commerce President / 
CEO Jill McCartney, Mayor Ronnie Spradlin, Kenny Mobbs of K-K Mobbs Construction, and other 
city officials were on hand Tuesday morning at Lantrip Street and Highway 259 for a ground-
breaking ceremony of a new Dairy Queen here, with a one-of-a-kind design.

Dairy Queen 
breaks ground 
in Kilgore

FROM SPECIAL REPORTS

One of Kilgore’s best insti-
tutions has received national 
recognition.

The Kilgore Economic 
Development Corporation 
(KEDC) has been recognized 
by the International Economic 
Development Council as the 
national Economic Develop-
ment Organization of the year, 
for cities with a population 
under 25,000. The Excellence 
in Economic Development 
award was presented at the 
IEDC’s annual conference last 
week.

“It is an honor to have 
KEDC recognized on a na-
tional level for such a high 
achievement. We’ve always 
known what an amazing job 
KEDC does, but now every-
one does,” said Mayor Ron-
nie Spradlin. “This award 
acknowledges the hard work, 
planning and innovation that 
KEDC has demonstrated over 
the years.”

KEDC is an organization fo-
cused on growing the Kilgore 

KEDC 

receives 

national 

award

FROM STAFF REPORTS

There are three days, counting 
today, left to vote early for this im-
portant election. The early voting 
period ends Friday.

Election day is Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3.

Missy Merritt and Alan Van-
doren are both running for Place 3 
on the Kilgore City Council.

In Rusk County, the positions of 
Trustee At-Large and Trustee, Pre-
cinct 1 on the Countywide School 
Board of Rusk County are both up 
for election. Dale Hedrick of Kil-
gore and Dwain Knight of Hen-
derson are running for the Trustee 
At-Large seat; Phil Patterson of 
Kilgore is running unopposed for 
the Precinct 1 seat.

Overton City Council’s Place 1 is 

up for grabs, with candidates Josh 
Hill, Trampas Freeman and Curtis 
Gilbert, and Place 5 is as well, with 
candidates Christopher Hall, Lane 
Schurbon and Jason Wood.

The trustee at-large or Leverett’s 
Chapel ISD seat is contested, and 
candidates are Tommy Brown, 
Chris Dean, James “J.R.” Rodgers, 
Jimmy Faye Waller and Robbie 
Waller.

Nationally, of course, the Pres-
ident of the United States office 
is contested between incumbent 
President Donald J. Trump, a Re-
publican, and the Democratic 
nominee, former U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

U.S. Senator John Cornyn, also 
a Republican, will face Democratic 

Last chance: early voting ends Friday

See LUNCHES, Page 2A

See AWARD, Page 4A

See VOTING, Page 4A


