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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A longstanding Rusk County tax 
may be challenged if a Kilgore man is 
elected to the Rusk County County-
wide School Board after the Nov. 3 
election.

Dale Hedrick of Kilgore is running 
for the At-Large seat on the Rusk 
County Countywide School Board 
and his opposition is Henderson’s 
Dwain Knight.

“I’ve spent several years researching 

this tax and educating the taxpayers 
of Rusk County on how this tax has 
become a subsidy to school districts 
around our county,” Hedrick said, in 
a statement to the News Herald. “For 
those school districts that cross into 
neighboring counties, this extra tax 
has become a penalty to Rusk Coun-
ty! My goal and pledge to you is to 
work for the elimination of this sub-
sidy tax that is both misunderstood 
and outdated. I would sincerely ap-
preciate your vote in this upcoming 
election!”

Knight, who is employed at Craw-
ford–A. Crim Funeral Home in 
Henderson, told the News Herald on 
Friday his motivation for running for 
the At-Large seat.

“The reason I’m running is be-
cause I have an interest in education,” 
Knight said. “I’ve taught school for 
27 years and I’m a product of public 
school so I’m very much interested in 
the success of the students of Rusk 
County and students in general. As 
a consequence, I wanted to give back 
and I wanted to help in any way that 

I could to ensure success in schools in 
the area.”

And why voters should choose him 
for the seat?

“I’m sure there’s several good can-
didates that are running,” Knight 
said. “I’ve met Mr. Hedrick, I’ve sat 
in the room with him and I’m aware 
of the other gentleman that may or 
may not be interested in the board. 
I would say that my time here, my 
participation in the education busi-
ness and a desire to do what’s right for 
the people of Rusk County, that’s the 

qualification that I have.”
Also on the ballot for the school 

board but in a different race – not 
against Knight or Hedrick – is Phil 
Patterson, also of Kilgore, who is 
running unopposed for the Precinct 
1 seat.

The equalization tax was the main 
topic at a meeting of the board in 
August 2019, which, according to 
the News Herald’s story at the time, 
revealed some of the underlying 

Future of longtime Rusk County tax at stake in election

By MITCH LUCAS
mlucas@kilgorenewsherald.com

A golf tournament that has been help-
ing fund tuition for college students for 
over a half-century is having its latest in-
carnation of that event later this month.

The East Texas Chapter of the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute has been having 
a forum here in Kilgore three times a 
year for members of the oil and gas in-
dustry to exchange ideas, including new 
production technology. The East Texas 
API also holds fundraisers each year to 
help them fund college scholarships for 
children of people in the industry, and 
one of them is an annual golf tourna-
ment.

This year’s tournament will be Friday, 
Oct. 30, at Tempest Golf Club. The 
tournament is a four-man scramble for-
mat, with two sessions: one at 8 a.m., 
and one at 1 p.m.

Registration for the tournament is 
$175 per player, or $700 per team, on a 
world-class 18-hole course.

Vendors will be on the course, and 
there will be skill games at various holes, 
with prizes offered for winners. It’s lim-
ited to the first 64 teams that register 
(37 per session). Playing time preferenc-
es are first-come, first serve. Carts will 
be providing beverages on the course 
throughout the tournament.

In addition to the golf tournament, 
there will be a silent auction.

Companies and individuals may al-
so participate as sponsors, while those 
spots remain: a picture board sponsor-
ship is $250, and a hole sponsorship is 
$100.

Last year, this tournament provided 
scholarships for 25 students.

For more information, contact 
Amanda Wood at (903) 984-4814, or 
by checking out www.easttexasapi.com/
golf.

East Texas 
API golf 
tourney 
set Oct. 30

By MITCH LUCAS
mlucas@kilgorenewsherald.com

St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church in downtown Kilgore 
started their pumpkin patch 
over two decades ago, likely 
with little thought of how much 
a part of October it would be-
come.

The patch, which allows kids 
to have pictures made with the 
sets and purchase a pumpkin 
of about any size imaginable, 
opens Oct. 1, where folks come 
out and help unload the pump-
kins, and stays open the entire 
month, every day until 6 p.m. 
Oct. 31. This is the 22nd year 
for the patch.

The church is located at 401 
East Main, Kilgore, and the 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD will spread a mes-
sage of drug prevention the week 
of October 26-30, with their an-
nual “Red Ribbon Week” festivi-
ties.

Red Ribbon Week is a national 
drug-prevention effort created by 
National Family Partnership, for-
merly the National Federation of 

Parents for Drug Free Youth. Ac-
cording to the Red Ribbon Week 
website, it was established as a 
grassroots, nonprofit organization 
in 1980 by a handful of concerned 
and determined parents who were 
convinced they should begin to 
play a leadership role in drug pre-
vention.

Students at different campuses 
will take part in various activities, 
including dressing up to match 

different themes, at KISD campus-
es to mark the weeklong event and 
to show school spirit.

KISD school board trustees ap-
proved the week of celebrations 
and drug awareness education for 
the week of Oct. 26-30.

“All of your different campuses 
are doing some different activities 
throughout that week. As part of 
that...you guys are signing a proc-
lamation to support those activities 

and a resolution showing your 
support for this. You’re showing 
your support for all your campuses 
and all your students and all your 
staff members for this national 
Red Ribbon campaign,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. Andy Baker at a 
Sept. 28 board meeting, where the 
proclamation was approved unan-
imously.

KISD prepares for Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 26-30

IT’S THE GREAT... wEll, you know
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For 22 years, St. Luke’s 
United Methodist 
Church has brought 
joy to the communi-
ty with its pumpkin 
patch, also allowing 
the church to raise 
funds for missions 
and other things. Next 
Saturday, Oct. 24, is a 
busy day there, includ-
ing a 5K fun run/walk 
and pumpkin carving 
contest. The church 
is at 401 East Main, 
where you can see this 
guy (left), or maybe 
dress up as Thing 1 
and Thing 2 (far left). 
See you at the patch.

Popular church pumpkin patch preps for run, contest
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