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INSIDE
SPORTS: The Whataburger Oil Belt 
Classic starts tomorrow; Kilgore 
soccer is red-hot; KC basketball on 
the road tonight.

See Pages 7-8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside 
for money-saving specials from 
Atwoods, Circle Cafe and Ollie’s 
Bargain Outlet.  
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By MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

There was a period during the re-
cent winter storm when the City of 
Kilgore’s water system lost 3.5 mil-
lion gallons of water storage in 12 
hours.

City officials had thought there 
were undiscovered main breaks 
contributing to the massive wa-
ter loss the city saw between that 
Wednesday and Thursday — un-
til they started getting hundreds 
of calls for water shutoffs, Public 

Works Director Clay Evers said.
Just call it death by a thousand 

breaks. Pipes across the city at 
homes and businesses and two in-
dustrial plants were bursting and 
causing a surge in water demand 
so unprecedented that the system 
couldn’t meet it.

The city’s winter water usage is 
typically around 800 gallons a min-
ute. That week at the highest peak, 
it spiked to 3,500 gallons per min-
ute, which is equivalent to the daily 
water usage of the City of Lufkin... 
and Marshall... and Kilgore... and 

Carthage combined.
“We were full that morning, and 

by 7 p.m. it was gone,” Evers said. 
“And when I say full, all of our 
available storage facilities were full 
of water. All of our available pro-
duction wells were online and oper-
ating. And by the end of the day... 
by 7 p.m. we had gone below state 
minimums.”

Evers says that Wednesday was 
the day everything went haywire. 
Temperatures had been below 

Winter storm caused ‘unprecedented’ water loss

Meredith Shamburger/News Herald Photo

Kilgore’s Surface Water Treatment Plant on FM 349 is pic-
tured Monday morning�

The TEXAS TRIBUNE

Gov. Greg Abbott announced Tuesday that 
he is ending the statewide mask mandate and 
allowing all businesses to open at full capacity.

“It is now time to open Texas 100 percent,” 
Abbott said from a Mexican restaurant in Lub-
bock, arguing that Texas has fought the corona-
virus pandemic to the point that “people and 
businesses don’t need the state telling them how 
to operate” any longer.

Abbott said he was rescinding “most of the 
earlier executive orders” he has issued over the 
past year to stem the spread of the virus. He 
said starting next Wednesday, “all businesses 
of any type are allowed to open 100 percent.” 
He also said he was ending the mask mandate, 
though it was not immediately clear when that 

Abbott to end 
mask mandate; 
businesses to 
open ‘100%’

From STAFF REPORTS

The City of Overton has rescinded a boil wa-
ter notice as of Sunday, City Secretary Sherry 
Roberts said.

The boil notice was issued Feb. 16 because of 
a large crack in the city’s 8-inch distribution line 
on Helen Street and a power loss at two of the 
city’s three water wells as a result of the recent 
winter storm.

Residents no longer need to bring their water 
to a boil before drinking it or using it for other 
consumption purposes.

Overton rescinds 
boil water notice

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore High School stu-
dents brought their talents 
and their sense of style to the 
stage of Longview’s Belcher 
Center Saturday evening at 
the 2021 “A Touch of Fame & 
Fashion” show.

The show included perfor-
mances by KHS Hi-Stepper 
officers, as well as individual 
vocal and dance performanc-
es. The KHS Beauties & 
Handsomes from the fresh-
men, sophomore, junior and 
senior classes were presented 
and students modeled styles 
from local clothiers in the 
“Style” portion of the show.

The KHS Beauty & Hand-
some presentation is 56 years 
old, according to KHS Prin-
cipal and Emcee April Cox. 
The Reflector Yearbook staff 

began the tradition in 1965 
and former KHS students 
and Reflector staff member 
Lindsay Dick and staff ad-
viser Susan Reinbach creat-
ed the “Style” portion of the 

show 21 years ago.
The Kilgore and Longview 

businesses who provided the 
clothes for the show were 
primarily purchased by KHS 
students this year. Typically, 

students are fitted for outfits 
which are then borrowed from 
local stores but COVID-19 
safety protocols meant this 
year’s group of student models 
styled themselves.

A Touch of Fame 

and Fashion
KHS students dazzle at talent and style show

News Herald Photos by Lucas Strough

KHS Hi-Stepper Officers Capt� Carter Williams, 1st Lt� Hailey Espinoza, Lt� Tessa Audas, Lt� Abby Hattaway, Lt� 
Madison Weaver and Lt� Averi Woods performed a dance routine to kick off the 2021 “A Touch of Fame & Fash-
ion” show Saturday at Longview’s Belcher Center� See more photos online at kilgorenewsherald�com�

KHS students modeled outfits from local clothiers in Longview and Kilgore�

See STORM, Page 3A

See ABBOTT, Page 3A
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