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Kilgore Men and Women of Alli-
ance has “always been all about uni-
ty in the community,” according to 
City Councilman and KMWA lead-
er Victor Boyd, and the organization 
is hosting a “Downtown Live” event 
in Kilgore this Saturday to continue 
their mission of unity.

“We wanted to do another event to 
bring the citizens of Kilgore togeth-
er,” Boyd said of the event, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 24 from 
7 to 11 p.m. in downtown Kilgore 
on Commerce Street.

“After the 4th of July, we noticed 
there wasn’t a whole lot of events 

scheduled to be going on in the com-
munity,” Boyd said. “We wanted it 
to be like ‘Tuesday Tunesdays,’ an 
event where people can come out to-
gether downtown and we’re going to 
have vendors, we’re going to have a 
DJ there playing all kinds of music.”

Food vendors will be onsite for 
the family-friendly event, including 
Charlie’s Sno-Balls, Edgar’s Big Taco, 
StewBabes’ Grill and Mac’s Burgers. 
DJ Seven will provide the music for 
the event.

Entry to the event is $10 for guests 
ages 13 and above, $5 for kids ag-
es 7-12 and kids 6 and under get in 
free. Proceeds from the event will go 
to funding KMWA scholarships for 
Kilgore High School students. Boyd 

said KMWA was able to provide 
scholarships for two KHS students 
this year and they hope to provide 
even more in the year to come.

“This should be a good thing to 
do,” he said, about the event’s pro-
ceeds going towards KMWA’s fund-
raising efforts to support local stu-

dents.
“We can get started early to raise 

money for scholarships. We also 
want to do something for students 
going back to school, some back-
packs and some school supplies. We 
normally give hygiene kits to the 
school, that’s something else we’re 
going to be providing.”

Boyd said he hoped to see many 
Kilgore citizens attend the event and 
enjoy a fun evening with friends and 
neighbors.

“It’s just all about coming togeth-
er. It’s been a long summer, we’ve got 
a lot of things going on, but I don’t 
think we’ve had an event downtown 
at night in awhile. Saturday is sup-
posed to be a pretty nice evening and 

we’re hoping that we can get a lot of 
people to come out and participate. 
Let’s talk, let’s dance, let’s have good 
food!”

He added he hoped the event 
would help spread the word about 
the work KMWA does to support 
the local community, as they partner 
with the city and other local organi-
zations in their efforts.

“Downtown Live” will also feature 
face-painting for kids, provided by 
Ace’s Face. It is a BYOB (Bring Your 
Own Beverage) event, but no bottles 
are allowed.

“This is hopefully something that 
will grow that we can do every quar-
ter or a couple of times a year,” Boyd 
said.
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IF YOU GO
WHAT: Downtown Live 
WHEN: Saturday, July 24 
from 7 to 11 p.m.
WHERE: Downtown Kilgore 
on Commerce Street    
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KMWA aim to bring community together at ‘Downtown Live’

From STAFF REPORTS

The City of Overton issued a boil no-
tice Tuesday because of a crack in the city’s 
6-inch distribution line on Helen Street 
and a 2-inch main line that has been com-
pletely separated due to extremely high 
flow in the creek from the rain.

The issues have caused a pressure loss in 
the system, the city said.

All customers are asked to boil their wa-
ter for two minutes and then let it cool be-
fore consumption.

The boil notice is in effect until other-
wise noted.

For more information, contact Public 
Works Supervisor Josh Stuart at (903) 834-
3171.

Overton issues 
boil notice after 
damage to line

From STAFF REPORTS

The Rotary Club of Kilgore is once again 
stepping up to help Kilgore kids put their 
best foot forward by making sure they have 
new shoes to wear in the upcoming school 
year.

“The Rotary Club of Kilgore believes ev-
ery child should have a new pair of shoes 
to wear for the first day of school,” read a 
statement from the club.

Qualifying students have the opportuni-
ty to receive a new pair of shoes and socks. 
If your family receives benefits from SNAP, 
Medicaid, SSI, or the National School 
Lunch Program, your children will qualify 
to receive shoes.

Shoes will be distributed Friday, Aug. 6 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 
7 8 a.m. to noon. The distribution will 
be held at Kilgore College in the carpet-
ed gym of Parks Fitness Center. Enter the 
Kilgore College building from Broadway 
Boulevard. Signs will be placed to show the 
entrance.

The shoes will be distributed to each 
qualifying student in grades Pre-K through 

Kilgore Rotary 
Club to hold shoe 
drive Aug. 6-7

From STAFF REPORTS

As the area’s vaccination rates 
continue to lag behind the state, 
new cases of COVID-19 have 
recently increased for all East 
Texas counties, public health 
officials said Friday.

The rate of new cases in 
Gregg County more than dou-
bled in the past week, accord-
ing to Northeast Texas Public 
Health District, known as NET 
Health.

In its biweekly release of 
new cases for the region, NET 
Health on Thursday report-
ed 28 new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Gregg County 
residents since Monday and 35 
additional probable cases.

A graphic produced by NET 
Health shows the number of 
combined new probable and 
confirmed cases in Gregg Coun-
ty reached 30 one day this week 
— a number seen just twice 
since mid-to-late February.

Terrence Ates, spokesman for 
NET Health, said the number 
of new COVID-19 cases has in-
creased for all area counties “as 
compared to recent months.”

NET Health provides disease 
surveillance for Gregg, Smith, 
Anderson, Henderson, Rains, 
Wood and Van Zandt counties.

“These are recent cases of 
people who have been exposed 
to the virus and have active cas-

es of COVID,” Ates said.
Confirmed deaths from the 

disease have remained flat in 

Gregg and Smith counties. 

New COVID-19 

cases on rise
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Nurse practitioner Daytral Brown, owner of The Beverly Clinic, prepares to give a 
COVID-19 vaccine in April at Newgate Mission in Longview�

From STAFF REPORTS

Kilgore ISD and Kilgore 
College are both planning free 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics for 
students, staff, and in KC’s case, 
the general public.

Kilgore ISD
Kilgore ISD will offer a free 

COVID-19 vaccine clinic for 
KISD students 12 and older, 

staff members and family mem-
bers ahead of the new school 
year.

The vaccine clinic is in part-
nership with the Northeast Tex-
as Public Health District.

The clinic is set for Monday, 
July 26 at Kilgore Intermedi-
ate School, 2300 Whipporwill 
Lane, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Both the Pfizer vaccine, which 

requires two doses 21 days 
apart, and the Johnson & John-
son vaccine, which only requires 
one shot, will be offered. Those 
aged 12 to 17 are only eligible 
to receive the Pfizer vaccine.

Appointments are encour-
aged, but not required. KISD 
is not requiring students or staff 
to be vaccinated for COVID 
before the school year, but is 

instead offering the clinic as a 
courtesy.

Visit nethealthcovid19.org 
to schedule an appointment or 
learn more.

Kilgore College
Kilgore College will host three 

COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
for the community, beginning 

Kilgore ISD, KC plan free COVID vaccine clinics

East Texas counties’ vaccination rates continue to lag
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