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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“The one thing that
doesn’t abide by majority
rule is a person’s con-
science.”

– Atticus Finch
(via author Harper Lee)

•
KILGORE’S Creekside
Trail is just about 30 sec-
onds from the house. It

only took
us about
a year to
make it
out there.
CLEAR-
LY we’ve
been miss-
ing out:

there were about a score
of folks, all ages, utilizing
the community’s excellent
amenity Monday evening,
and it’s a beautiful spot.

+
NEARBY, Texas Shake-
speare Festival major
domo John Dodd and
honorary Kilgoreite Val
Winkelman swear by
“Firefly Alley” (a.k.a. Wil-
low Springs Road) as a
can’t-miss attraction here
on summer evenings.

•
WELL, authorities say
they’ve identified the
rogue behind an infa-
mous ice cream licking
or, as Blue Bell Cream-
eries aptly describes it,
“the malicious act of food
tampering” in a Lufkin
Walmart store.
IT’S enough to make you
gag. Not enough, I think,
to make East Texans swear-
off the Homemade Vanilla
goodness en masse.
FORTUNATELY, there’s
been no allegations any
containers of Pistachio Al-
mond were affected.

•
THERE’S a new pawed
patrol heading for the
halls of Kilgore ISD, part
of a proactive partner-
ship between the district
and Kilgore PD to have
a drug detection dog on
the job fulltime.
“WE hope it’s more of
a deterrent to those who
might have thoughts of
sneaking something onto
the campus,” according to
KPD’s update on the proj-
ect. “Y’all gave us some
great name suggestions,
and we’ve decided to
name him Ruger.”
THE pup and his han-
dler, School Resource

INSIDE
SPORTS: More all-star play 
this weekend; Torrence a 
winner again. 
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SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from The Back Porch, 
Bodacious BBQ, Circle Cafe, Denny’s 
and Kilgore Chamber of Commerce.
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In most cases, the first 
person who responds to an 
incident is never on scene 
– not in person, anyway – 

but emergency dispatchers 
man the literal front lines, 
taking calls from people 
facing the worst of life, pro-
viding a calm voice in cha-
os and sending whatever 
help is needed.

Last month, with Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s sig-
nature, the state has rec-
ognized those emergency 
personnel as first respond-
ers, classified with their col-
leagues in law enforcement, 

firefighting and medical 
services. 

When House Bill 1090 
goes into effect Sept. 1, Jan 
Vestal and her staff in Kil-
gore’s dispatch center will 
receive recognition of their 
work in addition to some 
tangible benefits unavail-
able in the past. She’s been 
working for the City of Kil-
gore 13 years, rising to the 

rank of Emergency Com-
munications supervisor.

 Finally, she says, the law 
acknowledges the reality.

“I’m thrilled to see that 
it finally has happened,” 
Vestal said Tuesday. “It’s 
not really going to change 
a lot of things except for 
people’s perspectives, their 

Texas flags dispatchers as ‘first responders’
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Rahab’s Retreat & Ranch volunteer Victoria Batiste helps carry peaches Monday afternoon during Helping 
Hands of Kilgore’s monthly ‘produce drop’ at the Martin Street charity.
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Each monthly ‘produce drop’ 
draws about 100 patrons to Kil-
gore’s Helping Hands. With fresh 
fruits or vegetables available for 
all – first come, first served – the 
events sponsored by the East Tex-

as Food Bank give the local food 
pantry a chance to connect both 
with potential new clients and 
new supporters.

Everyone can share in the boun-
ty, Helping Hands Executive Di-
rector Ursula Plaisance says, and 
there was a healthy turnout Mon-
day for peaches and watermelon.

“We never know what’s going 
to come on the truck each month. 
It’s just whatever farmers are will-
ing to share of the crop that they 
have,” she said Tuesday. “The wa-
termelon was wonderful, every-
one loved that.”

The produce drops are one of 
the nonprofit’s most visible ac-

tivities – the next is set for noon 
Monday, Aug. 12 – but the 201 S. 
Martin Street charity is a beehive 
of activity on an almost daily ba-
sis. It could be a new shipment of 
nonperishable food items coming 
in, an influx of volunteers help-

Helping Hands works to become hub for assistance

Any Way to Help
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Entertain, and elevate – there’s plen-
ty of pratfalls and slapstick comedy for 
children to enjoy in Grace Abele’s latest 
venture, but the playwright and direc-
tor has also layered in wit and wisdom 
into her latest venture for Texas Shake-
speare Festival.

“The Girl Who Cried Throgmonster” 
debuts in one week, and Abele’s hear-
ing the tick of the clock. Everything will 
come together by 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 17, but the free-admission show 
isn’t quite ready. 

“Not yet,” she admits with a laugh. 
“We have a week. We need to work on 

Company’s latest homegrown kids’ 
production takes cue from classic

TEXAS SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

PUBLIC DOMAIN 
photo from NASA

The Apollo 
11 lunar 
module 

hangs above 
the moon in 

July 1969. 
Kilgore 

Public Library 
continues its 
celebration 
of the 50th 

anniversary 
of the 

mission.
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New law, effective Sept. 1, reclassifies 
personnel, adds mental health benefits


