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INSIDE
SPORTS: Kilgore High school ath-
letes, business is about to pick up 
with conditioning starting at the be-
ginning of the week.

See Page 5A

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside for 
money-savings specials from Acad-
emy Sports and CVS Pharmacy. 

From STAFF, SPECIAL REPORTS

Executive Director of the Kilgore 
Economic Development Corporation 
Amanda Nobles retired yesterday and 
Assistant Director & Marketing Man-
ager Jana Russell will now fill the head 
role.

This marks the first time in KEDC’s 
three decades in Kilgore in which No-
bles will no longer lead the organization.

KEDC released a press report an-
nouncing the retirement and promotion 
June 1, and Nobles was honored at a re-
cent city council meeting.

“Amanda has led the KEDC since it 
was established in 1990. She is recog-
nized across the state and region for her 

economic development knowledge, and 
has played a key role in the economic 
development of Kilgore. She has spent 
her years here working diligently to at-
tract businesses from not only the Unit-
ed States, but also around the world, to 
relocate to Kilgore, Texas. She leaves a 
great foundation for her staff to build 
and continue this mission in the future,” 
said KEDC Board President Bob Davis 
in the release.

Amanda has closed numerous agree-
ments with companies such as Closure 
Systems International (CSI), Skeeter 
Products, Command Packaging Texas 
(Pak-Sher)and General Dynamics to 

Kilgore Economic 
Development Cor-
poration Executive 
Director Amanda No-
bles (right) awards a 
certificate to KEDC As-
sistant Director Jana 
Russell at a Decem-
ber 2019 city council 
meeting, recognizing 
her for 10 years of 
service. Nobles, the 
first and only director 
of KEDC in its 30-year 
history, retired Friday 
and Russell is filling 
the director role.
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From STAFF REPORTS

Once again, Kilgore Chamber of Com-
merce and the Kilgore News Herald will 
host a candidate forum for locals run-
ning for elected office at both the city and 
county level.

Although delayed slightly by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the event is set 
to take place Thursday, June 18 at Forest 
Home Baptist Church in Kilgore. KNH 
publisher Jerry Pye will serve as modera-
tor, as he did in 2019.

Several elections were delayed by the 
pandemic. In early March, Gregg and 
Rusk County voters made decisions in lo-
cal elections, and while there were some 
decisive races, there were a few that head-
ed to runoffs.

With 100 percent of precincts report-
ing in Gregg County, for commissioner 
precinct three, Floyd Wingo defeated for-
mer Kilgore mayor Joe T. Parker. Wingo 
received 2,396 votes to Parker’s 1,024, 
roughly 70 percent of the vote to Parker’s 
30 percent.

In a pair of constable races, in precinct 
two, Billy Fort, the incumbent, won 
re-election, taking 1,892 votes to 695 for 
his opponent, John Bisese.

Winning the constable precinct three 
race was Kilgore’s John Slagle, who had 
been appointed to the office to fill out the 
term. Slagle won the contest against John 
McCubbin – Slagle had 1,994 votes, and 
McCubbin had 1,308.

Sheriff Jeff Price, the incumbent, had 
three opponents, and while Price did 

Chamber of 
Commerce to 
host candidate 
forum June 18

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Dozens of protesters marched 
from Kilgore City Park to Kil-
gore Police Department head-
quarters on Kilgore Street on 
Thursday evening to directly 
address city government offi-
cials and police officers over 
what they say is systemic rac-
ism in law enforcement de-
partments here and across the 
nation.

The march comes in the wake 
of the recent death of George 
Floyd, a black man killed in 
Minneapolis, Minn., on May 
25 while in police custody.

Thursday’s demonstration re-
mained peaceful, though voices 
from protestors and city offi-
cials at times became raised as 
those in front of KPD debated 
solutions to issues of what they 
say is racism in the local school 
system and government.

Meeting with protestors 
were Kilgore Police Chief 
Todd Hunter, Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin, Councilman Victor 
Boyd, City Manager Josh Sel-
leck and several KPD officers 
and city staff.

Hunter addressed the crowd 
first, thanking them for coming 
and inviting questions. He be-
gan by acknowledging he had 
called Floyd’s death a tragedy 
and a crime but said KPD was 

From M ROBERTS MEDIA REPORTS

Although coronavirus has gripped 
the country for about three months 
now, Kilgore’s numbers still aren’t rising 
greatly whatsoever, a testament to the 
cautionary measures taken.

According to the city’s weekly release 
concerning the virus, Kilgore has one 
additional case from last week, now 13 
active, and it’s from the same household 
as the most recent case. Kilgore has 13 
positive cases within the city limits – 10 

in the Gregg County portion of the city, 
three in the Rusk County portion, and 
most are known recoveries.

In Gregg County, though, the total 
is now 307, according to county health 
administrator A.J. Harris. Harris said 
2,426 total tests had been administered 
as of Thursday, with 1,978 negative re-
sults and 141 pending, with three recov-
eries, 80 recoveries total. Nine people 
from Gregg County have died as a result 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

■ Now 13 cases in Kilgore, almost all 
recoveries, up just one from last week.
■ There are 307 active cases in Gregg 

County, 216 in Smith County.
■ Reported cases in Texas just under 

67,000.
■ Phase 3 of recovery began Wednes-

day, with businesses allowed 50 percent of 
capacity, ups again for some on June 12.
■ National unemployment numbers 

went down, and the stock market was up 
on Friday.

Virus slows in Kilgore, economy improving

‘WHAT CAN WE DO TODAY?’
Protest in downtown Kilgore passionate but peaceful

Above, city council member 
Victor Boyd spoke at length to 
demonstrators, urging them to 
run for office to take the place 
of city officials with whom they 
disagreed or and enact change 
locally. Left, Kilgore Police 
Chief Todd Hunter spoke at the 
beginning of the demonstra-
tion, acknowledging the recent 
death of George Floyd at the 
hands of police in Minnesota 
as wrongful and criminal. He 
invited demonstrators to view 
KPD’s written policies on hiring 
and racial discrimination.
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Russell will be Nobles’ KEDC replacement


