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INSIDE
SPORTS: Kilgore College 
names an interim soft-
ball coach; KC Lady 
Rangers honored.

See Page 6A

LIFESTYLES: Beloved local 
pastor retiring.

See CHITCHAT, Page 10A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-sav-
ings specials from CVS 
Pharmacy, Manly’s Fur-
niture, Pioneer Market 
and Sonic. 

FROM MROBERTS MEDIA 
AND WIRE REPORTS

East Texas counties watched their 
COVID-19 numbers go up precar-
iously Thursday, and local officials 
lauded the steps the governor took 
to prepare hospitals in the state’s ma-
jor cities for the fresh wave of virus 
cases hitting Texas.

Gregg County reported 14 new 

coronavirus diagnoses Thursday, 
while Smith County broke its record 
with 33 new cases for the day.

Of 25 counties in the East Texas 
region, 20 of those counties reported 
a total of 137 new cases.

County Health Administra-
tor A.J. Harris said the new cases 
pushed Gregg County’s cumulative 
total to 334.

Harris said the county’s recovery 

total stood unchanged Thursday at 
141, and the county’s death toll from 
the coronavirus was unchanged at 
14.

He reported 3,043 total tests had 
been administered in the county 
as of Thursday, with 2,541 results 
returning negative and 168 results 
pending.

Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
Thursday morning that he is once 

again banning elective surgeries — 
but only in Dallas, Harris, Bexar 
and Travis counties — to preserve 
bed space for coronavirus patients 
in those heavily populated areas 
where health officials are seeing the 
greatest upswing of COVID-19 cas-
es. Abbott also paused any further 
phases of reopening businesses in 
Texas.

Gregg County Health Authority 

Dr. Lewis Browne said he thought 
the governor made the correct move.

“I think he probably doesn’t need 
to open up anything more than he’s 
done, because we’ve had this surge,” 
Browne said. “Those areas are a very 
hard hit. I think it’s a right decision. 
The density of the population seems 
to be a very big risk factor for this 

Gregg virus cases up; Smith sets single-day record

By MITCH LUCAS
mlucas@kilgorenewsherald.com

Arbor Grace of Kilgore is nearly ready to 
open the 20,000 square foot extension to its 
current 26,000 square foot facility.

“We have completed the project,” said 
Jim Kale, Arbor Grace’s administrator. 
“We’re waiting on the remaining of the art-
work. All the furniture is in, the painting 
is being finished up. We’re waiting on the 
drapery. In two weeks, we’re supposed to 

have our Life Safety Code inspection from 
the state of Texas. And that’s what we’re 
waiting on. Once they sign off, then we can 
open. So we’re ready.”

The $6.4 million expansion, located at 
2700 South Henderson Boulevard, doesn’t 
have a date set for the grand opening, but 
Kale is hoping for one in August. Their 
number one priority is getting the inspec-
tion done, he said.

The expansion has a 100-seat dining 
room, 30 Medicare beds, a new therapy 

gym, administrative offices, and two court-
yards. One is named after the Kilgore Col-
lege Rangerettes, while the other is named 
after famous Kilgore pianist Van Cliburn.

“One thing is it has new equipment,” 
Kale said. “It has a beautiful setting, with 
brand new furniture. It’s going to have 
brand new flat screen TVs. It has 22 pri-
vate rooms that have (22) private baths. 
That’s what makes it special. The rooms are 

FROM STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

It looks like the COVID-19 virus is forc-
ing state officials to go back into more of a 
precaution mode.

After being one of the nation’s leading 
states in opening back up following a near 
three-month shut-down, Gov. Greg Abbott 
instructed bar owners across the state to 
close and a scaled-back plan for restaurants 
Friday, even though numbers here in East 
Texas aren’t nearly the numbers, of course, 
that are in most of the state’s metropolitan 
areas.

“It is clear that the rise in cases is largely 
driven by certain types of activities, includ-
ing Texans congregating in bars,” Gov. Ab-
bott said Friday, according to the Associated 
Press. “The actions in this executive order 
are essential to our mission to swiftly con-
tain this virus and protect public health.”

Also according to the AP report, In addi-
tion to scaling back restaurant capacity, Ab-
bott shut down rafting operations and said 
any outdoor gatherings of more than 100 
people will need approval from the local 
government. The move came as the num-
ber of patients at Texas hospitals statewide 
more than doubled in two weeks.

Texas reported more than 17,000 con-
firmed new cases in the past three days, with 
a record high of nearly 6,000 on Thursday. 
The day’s tally of over 4,700 hospitaliza-
tions was also a record.

Abbott joined the small but growing 
number of governors either backtracking or 
putting any further re-openings on hold.

Gov. Abbott 
slows down 
re-opening, 
adds limits

Jacob Lucas

Arbor Grace, a nursing facility here, is preparing to open its new $6.4 million expansion. Administrator Jim Kale is 
hoping for a grand opening in August, he said. The expansion has a 100-seat dining room, 30 Medicare beds, a new 
therapy gym, administrative offices, and two courtyards.

BETTER THAN EVER
Expansion puts Arbor Grace among elite facilities

By JESSICA HARKER 
Jharker@kilgorenewsherald.com

Fireworks, food, fun. And 
fireworks.

Did we mention fireworks?
The city of Kilgore is plan-

ning its annual Fourth of July 
Extravaganza for next Satur-
day, July 4, with new safety 
regulations in place.

City Manager Josh Selleck, 
along with members of Kilgo-
re’s Main Street team, said that 
this year’s event will be differ-
ent due to safety regulations to 

protect the community from 
the spread of COVID-19.

“It is important, and I be-
lieve we can do it safely,” Sel-
leck said. “We have, in earlier 
years, called ourselves the most 
patriotic town in Texas and it 
is important for the Kilgore 
community to come together 
to celebrate their patriotism.”

Due to numbers of the vi-
rus beginning to rise again 
across the state, Governor 
Greg Abbott announced this 
week that gatherings over 100 

City announces annual July 4th extravaganza

Fireworks 
burst over 
downtown 
Kilgore as a 
part of the 
city’s Fourth 
of July Ex-
travaganza 
each year, 
and anoth-
er is just a 
week away. 
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