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SPORTS: Virus postpones 
Olympics; Seniors, we’re 
calling you out

See Page 7A

SHOPPING SMART: Look in-
side for money-savings 
specials from Circle Cafe, 
Manly’s Furniture and Pi-
oneer Market. 

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Gregg County officials have called for a vol-

untary “shelter-in-place” order as of Tuesday, 
March 24, in an effort to stem the spread of 
COVID-19.

Gregg County residents have been urged 
to “shelter-at-home” voluntarily folowing an 
announcement today by Gregg County Judge 
Bill Stoudt and Longview Mayor Andy Mack.

“Residents are encouraged to stay inside 
their homes unless they are engaged in certain 
‘essential activities.’ On those occasions when 
you are out of your home for necessary tasks, 

stay at least six feet away from others,” the an-
nouncement says.

A post on the Facebook page of the 
Longview Parks and Recreation Department 
says people may:

“Go to the grocery, convenience or ware-
house store.

Go to the pharmacy to pick up medications 
and other healthcare necessities.

Go to medical appointments (check with 
your doctor or provider first).

Go to a restaurant for take-out, delivery or 
drive-thru.

Care for or support a friend or family mem-
ber.

Take a walk, ride your bike, hike, jog and 
be in nature for exercise — just keep at least 

six feet between you and others in the com-
munity.

Walk your pets and take them to the veteri-
narian if necessary.

Help someone to get necessary supplies.
Go to work for an essential business.”
People may not however, “Go to work 

unless you are providing essential services as 
defined by the guidelines; Visit friends and 
family if there is no urgent need; Maintain 
less than 6 feet of distance from others when 
you go out; Visit loved ones in the hospital, 
nursing home, skilled nursing facility, or other 
residential care.”

Also, a lack of necessary materials is limiting 

Voluntary shelter-at-home ordered in Gregg County
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Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt said a 
lack of medical supplies is limiting coro-
navirus testing in the county.

Stoudt: we are in short 
supply of virus tests

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

K
ilgore ISD is continuing 
its efforts to keep students 
fed and hitting the books 

during a statewide shutdown of all 
schools related to the COVID-19 
outbreak. Last Friday, KISD ad-
ministrators, teachers and staff 
lined up at the KISD Administra-
tion building to hand out lesson 
packets and instructional mate-
rials to parents so students could 
stay up-to-date on their learning.

KISD Superintendent Andy 
Baker shared some information 
about the reach of Friday’s activ-
ities in an email:

“Out of 4,019 current students, 
KISD passed out to parents about 
3,700 student instructional ma-
terial packets last Friday! WOW!! 
Considering that our KISD 
teachers, staff, and administra-
tors planned, printed, stuffed and 
addressed envelopes to be ready 
to go Friday for each individual 
KISD student...and then right 
at 3,700 of our Bulldog parents 
came through our pick-up lines...
this is absolutely impressive and 
incredible!!! I believe that says all 
that needs to be said about our 
Bulldog Community and our 
ability to work together through 
our current challenges,” Baker 
said.

This week, the school district is 

continuing its mission to provide 
nutritious meals to students in the 
local community. Last week, the 
district provided meals to anyone 
who visited the Kilgore Middle 
School or Kilgore High School 
campuses but, moving forward, 
will provide meals strictly to chil-

dren ages 18 and under.
“Meals can be picked up curb-

side Monday — Friday, 11:00am 
— 1:00pm at our High School 
Campus Bus Lane behind the 
building and our Middle School 
Campus Bus Lane behind the 
Campus. Parents may also find 

other area meal locations by visit-
ing https://txschools.gov/ to find 
locations for free school meals for 
all your public school children. 
Select “Meal Pick-Up Locations”, 
then type in your home address 
to find a school near you,” Baker 
said.

Hitting tHe Books
KISD provides students with learning materials, meals
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Kilgore Middle School Principal April Cox delivers educational materials and learning pack-
ets to parents of Kilgore students Friday outside the KISD Administration Building. Parents 
formed long lines of cars as KISD staff, administrators and teachers hand-delivered the les-
son packets to cars in the rain. Also, this week, KISD will continue to provide meals to students 
in pick-up lines at KMS and Kilgore High School.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Kilgore News Herald is launching a new 

free app for anyone who owns a smartphone or 
tablet like an iPad. The News Herald is rolling 
out the app for your phone as part of our ex-
panded news coverage of receiving your news 
anywhere you go as you wish.

This application on your cell phone is more 
important than ever, as not only will one tap get 
you the latest local news, but important infor-
mation that matters will come to you as a push 
notification, like a text.

“We will not interrupt you to check your 
phone to see it will be cloudy today or infor-

mation on things that do not affect or interest 
you,” said News Messenger Publisher Jerry Pye. 
“We have a responsibility right now to let you 
know developments in East Texas and the na-
tion that affect you.”

You can find the News Herald paper’s app in 
both the Android and Apple app stores on your 
phone or tablet. On the top of the app are the 
latest videos, from news to sports and events.

The latest weather is on the top bar, so you 
don’t have to click on different apps or go to the 
internet. The menu on the top left allows you 
to jump to news, sports, lifestyles, obituaries, 
opinion, videos and our popular e-Edition.

The e-Edition is a view of the actual newspa-
per. You can sign up for an account and see the 
newspaper on your phone, tablet or computer 
and click on stories if you want to read them 
like an email.

On the right side at the top is “trending top-
ics” which are the most-read stories by our read-
ers. The download is free.

“More and more, news readers are turning to 
digital and electronic means of obtaining the 
latest news. This new app will help KNH deliv-
er the latest local and community news to our 
readers in a way that is both quick and conve-
nient,” said KNH editor Lucas Strough.

News Herald launches new, free smartphone app

“Hope is one of the 
Theological virtues. This 
means that a continual 
looking forward to the 
eternal world is not (as 
some modern people 
think) a form of escap-
ism or wishful thinking, 
but one of the things a 
Christian is meant to do. 
It does not mean that we 
are to leave the present 
world as it is. If you read 
history you will find that 
the Christians who did 
most for the present 
world were just those 
who thought most of the 
next.”

– C.S. Lewis
• 

THIS is certainly the 
time to 
do as 
much as 
we can 
for the 
present 
world: 
checking 
on neigh-

bors, sharing what we 
have and making sure 
those close to us are 
healthy and safe. We 
are all served by kind-
ness, selflessness and 
compassion in trying 
times. If you have any 
uplifting news or photos 
to share with our local 
community, please don’t 
hesitate to share them 
with us here at KNH. 
We’re always thrilled to 
share more good news 
in a time like this.

See Gregg, Page 3A

See Kilgoround, Page 4A


