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SHOPPING SMART: Look inside for 
deals from Char-burger Stockade, 
Manly’s Furniture and Window De-
pot.  
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By JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

Right of way acquisition 
for the Texas 42 widening 
project between White Oak 
and Kilgore could start as 
early as this year, according 
to the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

This week, Gregg County 
threw in its portion of re-
quired right of way funding. 
County Judge Bill Stoudt 
said commissioners Monday 
unanimously approved an 
agreement with the Texas 

Department of Transporta-
tion to provide a little more 
than $2.8 million total over 
two years that will go to right 
of way acquisition and utility 
adjustments.

“It’s such a major thor-
oughfare between Highway 
80 and Kilgore,” Stoudt said.

Total project cost is esti-
mated at $46 million, with 
80 percent of the cost cov-
ered by federal funding and 
the state providing most of 
the rest of the funding, Tx-
DOT reported. After right 
of way of acquisition, a 

contract is estimated to be 
awarded for the construction 
work in April 2024.

“The connectivity for 
Gregg County — it’s really 
important for what this will 
do,” Stoudt said, explaining 
the widened road will con-
nect White Oak from U.S. 
80 to Kilgore and Interstate 
20 with Harrison Road. Tx-
DOT also is widening Har-
rison Road. (The City of 
Longview and Gregg County 
also chipped in funding for 
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From STAFF REPORTS

Kilgore College will once again hon-
or former standout athletes, coaches and 
contributors at its annual Hall of Fame 
Weekend Oct. 29-30.

A benefit golf tournament is set for Fri-
day, Oct. 29, and Hall of Fame inductees 
will be introduced during a luncheon at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 30, in the Devall 
Ballroom on the Kilgore campus.

Entry fee for the golf tournament is 
$75 per player. Tickets to the luncheon 
are $20 each.

Hall of Fame members will also be rec-
ognized during halftime of the KC ver-
sus Trinity Valley football game 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 30, at R.E. St. John Me-
morial Stadium in Kilgore.

“I always look forward to the Hall of 
Fame event because it is one of the most 
inspirational and motivational events 
of the year,” said Staci Martin, athletic 
director. “It is such a hard task to nar-
row down all of the great student-ath-
letes and contributors who have come 
through our doors over the years to se-
lect a few outstanding people each year 
to honor.”

The golf tournament will be a two-
man scramble at Tempest Golf Club in 
Gladewater.

Also, the college is looking for hole 
sponsors for the golf tournament or any 
business for door prize donations.

From STAFF REPORTS

The Kilgore Economic Development Corp. 
board of directors welcomed a new director and 
elected officers for the 2021-2022 fiscal year at 
its Sept. 21 meeting. Bobby Beane, Vice-Pres-
ident, retired from the board after his second 
term.

The complete list of officers for 2021-2022 
is President Bob Davis Jr., Vice President Jeff 
Stone, Secretary Ricardo Viloria, Assistant 
Secretary Bryan Johnston and Director Brad 
George.

BOBBY BEANE

Robert R. “Bobby” Beane will retire as a 
board member at the end of September after 
serving two three-year terms, with his second 
term as assistant secretary. He was first appoint-
ed to KEDC’s Board in October of 2005, and 
served two terms ending September 30, 2011, 
with three years as vice president and two years 
as president before rejoining the board in Octo-
ber 2015.

“Having the opportunity to serve on the 
Board has been one of the most rewarding expe-
riences of my career,” said Beane. “KEDC con-

tinues to have a very positive 
impact in Kilgore’s future.”

Beane purchased Kilgo-
re Insurance Agency, Inc. 
with partner Jack Ward in 
1981. He subsequently pur-
chased Jack Skipper Insur-
ance Agency, Bolt Insurance 
Agency and Roy H. Laird 
Insurance Agency.

He currently serves as president of NTX In-

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

K
ilgore High School stu-
dents, staff, faculty and 
community members 

gathered at the KHS flagpole 
Wednesday morning to bow 
their heads in prayer for this 
year’s “See You At The Pole” 
event.

Beginning at 7:15 a.m., the 
event called on students to or-
ganize a prayer rally in front of 
their schools and offer prayers 
for safety and spiritual strength 
on their campuses.

On Wednesday, KHS student 
speakers read aloud some of 
their favorite Bible verses, in-
cluding James 4:10: “Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and 
he will lift you up.”

After each Scripture reading, 
students formed small groups 
alongside teachers to pray for 
“students all over the world, 
friends and classmates who ar-
en’t here” and many other top-
ics.

After the conclusion of prayer, 
students shared donuts and 
friendly conversation before 
making their way inside KHS as 
the school day began.

According to SYATP.com, 
“See You At The Pole” began 
in 1990 when 10 Burleson, 
Texas students gathered to 
pray at night at area schools. 
Their actions were shared at a 
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Prayer at the Pole
Kilgore students, faculty gather for annual worship event

On Wednesday, KHS 
student speakers 
read aloud some of 
their favorite Bible 
verses, including 
James 4:10: “Hum-
ble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will 
lift you up�”
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“See You At The Pole” gives students and teachers a chance to join together in prayer and 
Bible verse readings before the school day begins�
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