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By CARTER MIZE
cmize@marshallnewsmessenger.com

Overton ISD Superintendent 
Stephen DuBose announced he 
will retire from his position after 
18 years of service to the district, 
effective at the end of June 2022.

The Overton ISD Board of 
Trustees heard and approved Du-
Bose’s resignation at their Monday 
meeting.

DuBose began working with 
the district as an assistant coach in 
2004, later serving as an athletic 

director and head 
football coach 
until 2013, when 
the district’s 
Board of Trustees 
selected him as 
their superinten-
dent.

“I’m so hap-
py to be able to 

retire as an Overton Mustang,” 
DuBose said in a statement on his 
retirement. “This is a special place 
and we plan on remaining in town 
after retirement. I am pleased to 

have spent 43 years in the greatest 
profession in the world — educa-
tion. I look back at my career and 
realize how God has blessed me to 
work with fantastic students, ath-
letes, fellow teachers, coaches, ad-
ministrators, and board members.”

In previous meetings, DuBose 
told the board he would retire up-
on turning 65. Now that day has 
passed following his birthday in 
September, the superintendent is 
remaining true to his word.

“I’m old,” DuBose told the News 
Herald. “I’ve been in the business 

for 43 years…. When I told the 
board, they weren’t surprised.”

As superintendent, DuBose 
oversaw growth in district employ-
ment, salaries and size. He noted 
the addition of the district’s Career 
and Technology center, a shared 
space for local school districts to 
host collegiate and professional 
courses, as a great achievement in 
his career. The center is reopening 
this semester following renovations 
to fix damage caused by Winter 
Storm Uri.

“The center is a dream that the 

five districts involved have had for 
a number of years. Seeing it recov-
ering from the storm damage and 
knowing that our students will be 
able to get started in college or a 
career at no cost is just a huge ac-
complishment for these communi-
ties,” DuBose said.

“The future is so exciting for 
OISD. I’m looking forward to 
seeing the district continuing to 
provide a quality education in a 
loving, family environment while 
preparing our students for a future 
in college or a workforce career.”

Overton ISD Superintendent DuBose announces retirement

DuBose

From STAFF REPORTS

A Kilgore man was jailed after a crash 
late Wednesday east of Tyler killed a 
22-year-old Overton 
man and injured three 
other people.

Jace D. Taylor was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene of the crash on 
Texas 31 about 13 miles 
east of Tyler, according 
to information released 
by Texas Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Sgt. Jean Dark.

Gary L. Nichols, 40, was booked in-
to Smith County Jail on a charge of in-
toxication manslaughter with a vehicle 
and a Rusk County warrant of failure 
to comply with a sex offender’s duty to 
register. Bond on the intoxication man-
slaughter charge was set at $25,000.

Troopers responded at about 
11:45 p.m. to the crash. A prelimi-
nary report shows a vehicle, driven 
by 22-year-old Ashley L. Wilson of 

By RAQUEL TORRES
rtorres@tylerpaper.com

As COVID-19 cases in area 
counties continue to skyrocket, 
East Texas emergency rooms are 
seeing an influx of patients in need 
of treatment and COVID-19 test-
ing.

Patients have been going to 
emergency facilities to get tested 
for COVID-19 as a surge of con-

tagious omicron cases has local 
pharmacies backed up with test 
appointments. Some don’t have 
availability for at least a week out, 
resulting in a lack of readily avail-
able COVID-19 testing options. 
At-home rapid tests also are in 
short supply or out of stock in 
stores.

The demand has forced local 
ERs to now limit testing capabil-
ities and test only symptomatic 

patients so they are able to dedi-
cate their resources to those facing 
life-threatening emergencies.

UT Health’s emergency room in 
Tyler had seen about 20 patients 
walk in with COVID-19-like 
symptoms within only a 10-hour 
period, officials said this week.

At Tyler Complete Care, about 
50 to 55 patients are visiting each 
day, which is up 20 percent more 
than the normal winter rate. Brad 

Robertson, medical director at 
Tyler Complete Care, said most 
of the patients have come in with 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Hospitality Health ER in 
Longview also said its facility has 
seen a “rapid influx” of patients 
coming in since the day after 
Christmas.

“We’re there to rule out and 

Man jailed 
on charge of 
intoxication 
manslaughter

Nichols

Area ERs see increase in virus testing, treatment

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

The Kilgore Historical Preservation 
Foundation invites the community to 
a Kilgore History & Arts Center Open 
House today, Saturday, Jan. 15 at the 
Old Post Office located in downtown 
Kilgore at 200 S. Kilgore St.

The event will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Visit https://khpf.org for more infor-
mation and to learn about the history 
of Kilgore, as well as KHPF’s ongoing 
historical preservation projects.

KHPF hosting 
history and arts 
open house today

By CARTER MIZE
cmize@marshallnewsmessenger.com

Overton leaders and com-
munity members gathered to 
celebrate and honor local law 
enforcement in the city’s first 
Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Day event held at the Overton 
Chamber of Commerce on Sun-
day, Jan. 9.

Officers and representatives 
from several local law enforce-
ment agencies attended the 

event, including members of the 
Overton Police Department, the 
Rusk County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, the Arp Police Depart-
ment and others.

Overton city leaders prepared 
a proclamation officially desig-
nating the day as Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day in the 
community, read aloud at the 
event by Mayor Curtis Gilbert. 
Physical copies of the proclama-
tion were also given to represen-
tatives of each agency in atten-

dance.
Overton resident Cara 

Vanderkolk helped organize the 
event to show gratitude toward 
the work of Overton police of-
ficers, and officers from sur-
rounding areas.

“It’s wonderful to see what 
they’re doing,” Vanderkolk said. 
“They’re really starting to crack 
down on some of the drug issues 
that have gone on throughout 
the county. The officers are do-
ing a lot more driving through 

the community and talking with 
people in the neighborhoods, 
and so there’s a safe feeling that 
is being generated.”

For some, the event was the 
first time they had an oppor-
tunity to talk with Overton’s 
newest Police Chief Bryan Pool, 
hired last July. Vanderkolk said 
she and other city residents have 
noticed a difference in police 
presence since Pool began his 

Overton proclaims Jan. 9 as Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

Special to the News Herald

Representatives from local law enforcement agencies receive copies of a City of Overton proclamation designating Jan� 
9 as Law Enforcement Appreciation Day� Top row, from left to right: New London Police Department officer Jason Park-
er, Henderson Police Department officer Derek Keith, Overton Police Department officer Christopher McBryar, Overton 
Mayor Curtis Gilbert, OPD officer Reynold Humber, OPD Admin Assistant  Kaylynn Ramey, Smith County Pct� 4 Constable 
Josh Joplin, Rusk County Sheriff Johnwayne Valdez; bottom row, OPD Chief Bryan Pool�

Showing Gratitude
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