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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“Politics is the art of
looking for trouble,
finding it everywhere,
diagnosing it incorrectly
and applying the wrong
remedies.”

– Grouch Marx
•

FUN facts for your
Wednesday: Kilgore City
Pool has a volume of

approx-
imately
430,000
gallons
and a sur-
face area
of, rough-
ly, 14,000
square-

feet. B.J. Owen keeps
the stats handy.

+
IF you missed Saturday
night’s Dive-In Movie,
you’re loss, but don’t fret
– the runaway success
of the event has Kilgore
officials excited about
similar activities in the fu-
ture. Sonya Waters tells us
“Jaws” will likely make an
appearance (for an older
crowd, of course).

•
DO not try this at home
– wise words from stunt
juggler Matt Tardy who
wowed the crowd in the
Texan Theater Tuesday
morning for another event
in Kilgore Public Library’s
summer series. Excellent
show with a great turnout,
and our friends at the li-
brary tell us they’re seeing
some significant social
media traffic ahead of the
return of the ‘Creature
Teacher’ next week.
ARRIVE early to snag a
good seat.

•
LIKE you, we spend a
measurable amount of
time dreaming about
what the Crim Theater
could be. Dreams for
later, right now Kilgore
Historical Preservation
Foundation wants your
memories of the theater.
Write them out and mail
them to P.O. Box 885,
Kilgore, Texas 75662 or
type them up and send
an email to kilgoremain-
street@gmail.com.
WITH your permission,
your anecdote may be
featured in KHPF’s 80th
birthday celebration for
the theater, beginning
at 3 p.m. Friday, June

INSIDE
SPORTS: Steve Torrence 
gets by his dad to win in 
Kansas; baseball Bull-
dogs honored.

See Page 8

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Atwoods, 
Denny’s and Circle Cafe.
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NEWS HERALD photo by LUCAS STROUGH

Barbara Watkins clutches a signed copy of Sam’s Law – named for her 
daughter, a Kilgore High School student who died in December 2016 
– alongside State Rep. Travis Clardy and Sen. Bryan Hughes Tuesday.

Life-saving legislation honors
KHS student who died in 2016

By NICK SHELLEY
News Herald Intern

The Bard is back in Kilgore, 
as East Texas’ only profession-
al theater company prepares to 
premiere a selection of comedic, 

tragic and musical works.
A tale of romance and mistak-

en identities will grace the stage 
of Van Cliburn Auditorium as 
the start of Texas Shakespeare 
Festival’s 34th summer season. 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”, a 
comedy penned by the Bard over 
400 years ago, features some of 
the playwright’s most iconic lines.

“I personally think it is one of 
the most truthful portrayals of 
love,” said director Matthew Simp-
son. Even at a length of 2 hours, 
the play is one of Shakespeare’s 
shorter plays. Shakespeare would 

Shakespeare fest offers sneak peek of plays on tap this season

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A former Kilgore College football player, 
KC board member and longtime pharmacist 
was killed in a vehicle collision near Kilgore 
over the weekend.

A report from the Department of Public 
Safety office in Tyler said DPS Troopers 

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Walkers, drivers, horse-riders: there are 
more than 50 entries on the list for the annu-
al Juneteenth Parade set downtown Saturday.

They were still signing up Sunday after-
noon, according to Kilgore Legacy Founda-
tion’s Willie Vinson, and more are picking 
up applications ahead of the 10 a.m. kick-off 
Saturday. 

They’ll begin lining up on Lawrence Street 

Juneteenth
celebration
returns for
sixth year

Kilgore man 
dies in wreck 
on Hwy. 31

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

“A life that touches others goes on forever.”
Barbara Watkins doesn’t know who 

said the phrase first, but it’s a piece of 
wisdom she cherishes – it’s emblazoned 
on Samantha Watkins’ tombstone, and 
it was on her mother’s mind Tuesday as 
Gov. Greg Abbott put his signature to 

H.B. 684, Sam’s Law.
“That is definitely Sam,” Barbara said, 

still overwhelmed – with joy, with pride, 
with thanks – following the bill sign-
ing at the state capitol. It’s a tribute to 
her daughter’s legacy and her epitaph: 
“That’s why we chose that, for some-
thing like this: she touched so many and 

GOVERNOR SIGNS 
SAM’S LAW

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

Texas Shakespeare Festival 
Managing Director John 
Dodd snaps a photo of 
Othello (Cordell Cole) and 
Desdemona (Molly Wetzel) 
during TSF’s annual 
“Media Day” preview 
Monday in Van Cliburn 
Auditorium.

See MEDIA DAY, Page 2

See WRECK, Page 2

See JUNETEENTH, Page 5

See SAM’S LAW, Page 5

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

Mayor Ronnie Spradlin hoists a box 
of pool noodles before Saturday’s 
dive-in movie at Kilgore City Pool.


