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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“They say a little knowl-
edge is a dangerous thing,
but it’s not one half so bad
as a lot of ignorance.”

– Terry Pratchett
•

MANY, many (many)
happy returns, Mrs.
Meador.

•
WHAT a blast: we were
blown away by the crowd
at the City of Kilgore’s Ok-

toberfest
celebration
Saturday.
It was
a pretty
steady
throng on
North Kil-
gore Street

and Main. Amazingly,
even the Bier Nutz’ oom-
pah music couldn’t drive
the crowd away.

•
SPEAKING of music: The
Social Club rocks. We look
forward to their next gig in
Kilgore, and kudos, too, to
Kilgore High School’s Co-
Ed Dance Class and the
Texas Rhythm Cloggers
for keeping the crowd
entertained.

•
THE fright film fans at Kil-
gore’s Dodson Auditorium
have put together a nice
set of 20 options for their

INSIDE
SPORTS: KC beats Trinity 
Valley; KHS volleyball 
upsets Bullard.

See Page 6A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Caven-
der’s, Circle Cafe and 
the Tackle Box.
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A Kilgore resident is preparing to 
mark a very special milestone: her 
109th birthday.

Today, Erma Killion Meador, turns 
109. Meador, who lives at Arabella of 

Kilgore retirement community, will 
enjoy a special celebration.

“She’s got family, friends and resi-
dents coming. (The party) will be held 
in the activity room here at Arabella in 

Kilgore,” said Lanea Cope, Arabella’s 
activity director.

Meador was born Oct. 9, 1910 in 
Texarkana and grew 
up in Mexia before 
moving to Jackson-
ville where she married 
M.O. “Sonny” Masters in 1927. They 
opened Props Bakery in Jacksonville 
in the early 1930s. When Masters 

And one to grow on
Kilgore resident turns 109 today

Kilgore Mayor Ronnie 
Spradlin has a hard time de-
scribing it.

“I think there’s just an air 
of celebrating without real-
ly having a reason,” he said 
Tuesday, still blown away by 
Kilgore Oktoberfest’s sixth-
year success Saturday.

“It’s pretty remarkable that 
with no German heritage we do 
this well with an Oktoberfest,” 
he quipped. “It’s really growing.”

A steady stream of residents 
and guests filled Kilgore Street 
and Main throughout the eight-

hour event Oct. 5, clustering 
in front of the Crim Theater, 
under the shade of the setup’s 
sprawling tent, at food stands, 
vendors and in lines at the Reel 
Beer Garden.

“It was really, really good. We 

Oom-pow!
NEWS HERALD photos by JAMES DRAPER

Sixth annual Oktoberfest ranks among city’s largest events

(Above, from left) Kilgore Oktoberfest emcee Danny Downing invites the crowd to cheer for their favorite 
Best Dressed contender Saturday afternoon in front of the Crim Theater. Visitors came from across East Texas 
(and further) for the sixth annual event downtown, which featured the Texas Rhythm Cloggers and other acts.

See OKTOBERFEST, Page 3A

See OKTOBERFEST, Page 2A

(Top, from left) Ruth 
Tullar hoists a Kilgore 
Oktoberfest stein, Harrison 
Anderson guzzles A&W 
root beer and Mayor 
Ronnie Spradlin taps 
2019’s ceremonial keg 
to kick-off Saturday’s 
activities downtown.

By JAMES DRAPER

NEWS HERALD ARCHIVE PHOTO

Erma Killion Meador blows out her candles during her 108th 
birthday party at Arabella of Kilgore in 2018. She celebrates 
year 109th today at the assisted living facility.

By LUCAS
STROUGH


