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By COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic along with the recent re-
cord-breaking winter weath-
er have created the perfect 
storm for blood services, 
leading to low supplies in 
East Texas and across the 
state, officials say.

“We have had critically 
low supplies, and that has 
been ongoing since COVID 
started,” said Tammy Prater, 
executive director of Amer-

ican Red Cross East Texas 
Chapter. “When COVID 
hit about a year ago, the sup-
ply just dropped. We were 
scrambling, and we were 
scared.”

For the past year, the Red 
Cross and Carter BloodCare 
have experienced a signifi-
cant decrease in donations 
and blood drives because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

Clinton McCoy, director 
of regional operations for 
the nonprofit Carter Blood-
Care, said the organization 

typically would keep a three-
to five-day supply of blood 
on hand for emergencies and 
other medical situations.

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, Carter Blood-
Care has been living with a 
half-day to a day-and-a-half 
supply.

“Everything I collect to-
day will be in the hospital 
tomorrow being transfused,” 
McCoy said Tuesday. “We 
have been spinning our 

Pandemic, winter storm spur critical need for blood donations
Phlebotomist 
Madasyn Blohm 
prepares to col-
lect plasma and 
platelets Tuesday 
from Ronnie Dick-
son of Pittsburg at 
Carter BloodCare� 
Dickson says 
he has donated 
regularly since al-
most losing a leg 
in an accident at 
the age of 14�
Longview News-Journal 
Photo By Les Hassell

By ALIYYA SWABY
The Texas Tribune

Texas teachers are now eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccines, health officials 
announced Wednesday.

Effective immediately, all Texas vac-
cine providers should include all school 
staff, Head Start program staff, and 
child care staff in their vaccine adminis-
tration programs, according to a notice 
the Texas Department of State Health 
services sent to providers.

The notice comes after the Biden ad-
ministration Tuesday urged all states 
to prioritize vaccinating teachers and 
school staff. Texas had not previously 
prioritized teachers. Texas received a let-
ter from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services Tuesday night di-
recting it to expand eligibility, according 
to a DSHS news release.

Those eligible are “those who work 
in pre-primary, primary, and second-
ary schools, as well as Head Start and 

From STAFF REPORTS

A Kilgore man was killed Wednesday 
afternoon and a woman was injured in 
a crash involving a motorcycle south of 
Longview.

Troopers responded at 4:38 p.m. to 
the crash near FM 2087 and FM 2011 
between Longview and Kilgore, accord-
ing to Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty spokeswoman Sgt. Jean Dark.

A preliminary report shows a pick-
up was headed south on FM 2087 and 
was turning east onto FM 2011 when 
it failed to yield the right of way to a 
motorcycle headed north on FM 2087, 

Teachers, 
child care 
workers now 
eligible for 
vaccine

Kilgore man 
killed in crash 
Wednesday

From STAFF REPORTS

The Kilgore College Rang-
erettes will present Rangerette 
Revels over the next two week-
ends as it adapts its traditional 
schedule and ticket sales due to 
COVID-19 protocols.

Shows this year will span 
two weekends, March 11-14, 
and March 18-20, with shows 
Thursday through Saturday at 
7:30 p.m. and matinees set for 
1 p.m. Sunday, March 14, and 
1 p.m. Saturday, March 20.

The show, “This Stage, Our 
Story,” will include a wide va-

riety of dance genres, including 
the Rangerettes signature “high 
kick” production for the finale.

With COVID-19 protocols, 
tickets to the show are being 
sold in pods of four seats on-
ly, with guests required to pur-
chase all four seats when order-
ing.

Seating capacity in Dodson 
Auditorium is limited to 615 
spectators due to the pandemic, 
and social distancing and CDC 
guidelines will be enforced.

All seats are reserved and 

Rangerettes to take Revels stage over next 2 weekends

File Photo

Members of the World Famous Kilgore College Rangerettes 
take the stage of Dodson Auditorium at the 2018 Revels�

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A sizable crowd of law enforce-
ment officers, Kilgore College 
trustees and staff, police cadets and 
academy staff turned up Friday 
afternoon to the Winfred J. Spear 
Training Center in Rusk County 
for the presentation of a $190,000 
check from AEP SWEPCO to 
East Texas Police Academy.

The AEP Foundation has 
pledged $190,000 to the ETPA as 
part of the two-year grant, accord-
ing to a KC press release. The first 
$140,000 of the contribution has 
been received with an additional 
$50,000 gift planned for 2022.

Funds from the grant will be 
used to remodel the ETPA class-
room building to better accom-
modate the ever-growing number 
of female cadets/officers, expand 
the classroom facility and purchase 
new training vehicles.

Kilgore Mayor Ronnie Spradlin 
also read aloud an official city 
proclamation at the event, naming 
March 5 as East Texas Police Acad-
emy Day.

“With the presentation of this 
grant today, AEP will continue to 
support communities throughout 
this region by ensuring that their 
law enforcement officers receive 
training,” Gregg County Sheriff 
Maxey Cerliano said.

Cerliano also read aloud the ET-
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‘Showing Our Appreciation’
AEP SWEPCO awards $190k grant to East Texas Police Academy

NEWS HERALD Photos by Lucas Strough

Mark Robinson, SWEPCO’s External Affairs Manager, (center) smiles as an oversized check 
representing a $190,000 grant to East Texas Police Academy is unfurled�

East Texas Police 
Academy cadets 
view the presenta-
tion of a $190,000 
grant check from 
AEP SWEPCO to the 
academy� Cadets like 
these will benefit 
from the funding 
in the form of re-
modeled academy 
classrooms and new 
vehicles to use for 
driving training at 
the academy’s driv-
ing track�See GRANT, Page 4A


